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THE    CHEMISTS'    AND  DRUGGISTS' 
DIARY. 

Copies  of  the  1900  Diary  have  this  week  been  sent  to 
the  remainder  of  our  colonial  and  foreign  subscribers.  We 
have  this  week  despatched  Diaries  to  all  subscribers  in 
India,  China,  Japan,  Straits  Settlemsnts,  North  America, 
South  America,  and  the  European  Continent.  We  hope  to 
despatch  the  copies  to  our  home  subscribers  in  the  first 
week  in  December. 


The  progress  of  the  Patis  Exhibition  is  noted  on  p.  861. 
Some  more  letters  on  the  company  question  appear  on 
p.  882. 

The  Isle  of  Man  stands  a  chance  of  haviDg  a  Pharmacy 
Act  soon  (p.  865). 

Mr.  George  J.  Seabury,  of  New  York,  has  an  anti- 
cutting  plan  (p.  866;. 

Lord  Cubzon  believes  in  the  efficacy  of  inoculation 
against  plague  (p.  867). 

"  X-RAY9ER  "  throws  light  on  a  few  points  in  the  Company- 
pharmacy  question  (p.  863). 

Proving  delivery  of  goods  is  not  an  easy  mattei,  as 
appears  from  a  case  reported  on  p.  877. 

Some  chemists  are  contributing  to  the  Transvaal  War 
Relief  Fund  by  ingenious  methods  (p.  859). 

The  Question  as  to  what  maenesia  is,  is  discussed  on 
p.  882  by  pharmacists,  and  on  p.  878  by  magistrates. 

A  Variation  of  a  trick  we  mentioned  recently  on  chemists' 
customers  is  being  practised  in  the  West-end  (p  348). 

Mr.  T.  J.  Baf.ratt  explains  how  Millais'  "  Bul>b'e«  "  came 
to  be  used  as  an  advertisement  for  Pears'  soap  (p.  881). 

Mr.'  Alcock  made  some  crisp  remarks  on  laboratory 
chemicals  before  the  Birmingham  Association  (p.  869). 

Plymouth  Chemists  have  been  feeling  the  pulse  of  Mr. 
Mend),  M.P.,  on  the  companj -pharmacy  question  (p.  370). 

Abstracts  of  the  reports  of  the  directors  of  Lewis  &z 
Burrows  (Limited)  and  Boots  (Limited)  are  given  en 
pp.  879,  880. 

Professor  Dunstan  presented  the  fifteenth  of  the  series 
of  papers  on  aconite-alkaloids  at  the  Chemical  Society  last 
week  (p.  868). 

Dr.  Ferdinand  Tiemann,  of  Berlin,  and  Dr.  Camara 
Pestala  are  two  illustrious  scientists  who  have  died  this 
week  (p.  857). 

The  Food  Preservatives  Committee  are  this  week 
hearing  interesting  evidence  on  the  colouring  and  preserving 
tf  food  (p.  852). 

At  Liverpool  the  Students'  Society  listened  to  some 
notes  on  dispensing  difficulties  and  tackled  some  analytical 
problems  (p.  871). 

Our  Town  Traveller  tells,  on  p.  830,  of  some  of  the 
nice  things  he  has  seen  during  the  week  in  scents,  smelling- 
bottles,  soaps,  and  sundries. 

The  London  Dock  Companies  are  promoting  a  Bill 
having  [for  its  object  the  imposing  of  a  charge  on  goods 
delivered  to  lighters  (p.  866). 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  last  week  dis- 
cussed the  differences  between  the  three  varieties  of  bitter 
orange,  and  talked  on  a  few  dispensing  difficulties  (p.  372). 

Lengthy  Drug-sales  were  held  on  Thursday,  after 
a  month's  interval.  The  chief  alteration  was  in  ipecacuanha, 
which  suffered  a  heavy  decline.  Carbolic  acid  has  again 
advanced  (p.  883). 

Our  Johannesburg  correspondent  keeps  us  informed 
of  the  doings  of  Johannesburg  chemists.  Mr.  Trembatb, 
who  has  come  to  England  till  peace  is  in  sight,  contributes 
some  particulars  of  his  experiences  (p.  858). 

Following  up  previous  references  to  the  malarial 
mosquito  we  give  this  week  particulars  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  malarial  parasite,  and  some  notes  on  the  work  being 
done  at  the  Liverpool  School  for  the  study  of  tropical 
diseases  (p.  854). 

Me.  Glyn-Johes  has  been  explaining  the  new  chemists' 
defence  scheme  before  meetings  of  chemists  at  Dewsbury, 
Bradford,  Halifax,  and  Birmingham.  The  scheme  has  been 
on  the  whole  well  received  (p.  873).  We  comment  on  the 
scheme  on  p.  8E4. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


The  Royal  Institution. 

Tbe  Goldsmiths'  Company  have  repeated  the  donation  of 
1.000Z.  which  they  made  in  1892  to  the  Research  Fund  of 
the  Royal  Institution  to  enable  Professor  Dewar  to  continue 
the  costly  investigation  into  the  properties  of  matter  at  the 
temperature  of  liquid  air.  The  production  of  liquid  hydrogen 
has  hitherto  been  in  quantities  limited  only  by  its  cost, 
and  the  grant  will  admit  of  its  employment  in  a  freer 
manner. 

Society  of  Arts. 
Medals  were  awarded  at  the  meetirg  of  the  Society  of 
Arts  on  November  15  for  papers  presented  during  last 
session.  Among  the  recipients  were  Professor  C.  H. 
Bothamley  for  his  paper  on  "Photographic  Developers  and 
Development,"  and  Sir  W.  H.  Preece,  F.R.S.,  for  his  paper 
on  "iEtheric  Telegraphy." 

Clothworkers'  Classes. 

Professor  J.  J.  Hummel  has  issued  an  illustrated  shilling 
handbook,  giving  particulars  of  the  clothworkers'  depart- 
ment of  the  Yorkshire  College  at  Leeds.  The  Clothmakers' 
Company,  of  London,  have  boilfc  and  equipped  this  branch 
of  the  College  at  a  cost  of  70.000Z.,  and  in  addition  make  an 
annual  grant  of  3.000Z. 

Exhibition  at  Manchester. 

At  the  third  International  Brewers  and  Allied  Trades 
Exhibition,  being  held  at  Manchester  this  week,  an  attractive 
display  of  aerated  waters  in  syphons  and  bottles  is  being 
made  by  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown,  of  Manchester;  and  a 
simple  and  effective  machine  for  aerating  soda,  seltzer,  and 
other  waters  is  shown  by  Messrs  H.  Kayne  &  Co.  The 
Sterilite  Filter  Company,  of  Bary,  are  exhibiting:  plastic- earth 
filters,  and  Messrs.  R.  White  &  Sons  (Limited),  Kop's  Brewery, 
have  a  handsome  stand  devoted  to  their  non-alcoholic 
beverages,  fruit  wines,  and  cordial?.  Tbe  Kronthal  Company 
have  two  decidedly  attractive  shows,  and  interesting  exhibits 
are  given  by  Mr.JJames  Dyson,  of  Longsight,  who  shows  all 
kinds  of  aerated  waters,  and  by  the  St.  Pasteur  Liqueur 
Distillery  Company  (Limited),  of  Rawtenstall,  who  show 
various  kinds  of  liquors  made  from  Swiss  herbs,  which 
resemble  Benedictine  and  Chartreuse.  Nineteen  different 
herbs,  we  are  informed,  enter  into  the  composition  of  some 
of  these  liquors. 

The  Proposed  Salt  trade  Combine. 
The  negotiations  which  have  taken  place  since  the  meet- 
ing of  the  salt-manufacturers  at  Liverpool  on  October  27, 
with  a  view  to  completing  the  final  arrangements  for  the 
proposed  combination  of  British  salt-makers,  have,  it  is 
reported,  so  far  proved  abortive.  At  the  close  of  the  Liver- 
pool meeting  it  was  understood  that  a  working  agreement 
had  been  arrived  at,  and  the  makers  present  at  the  meeting 
dispersed  with  the  belief  that  only  a  few  formal  arrange- 
ments required  to  be  carried  out  to  complete  the  combina- 
tion and  make  it  operative,  but  two  firms  have  since  declined 
to  agree  to  the  terms  proposed,  and  matters  are  now  at  a 
deadlock. 

Chemists,  Beware. 

A  West-end  pharmacist  informs  us  that  a  new  method  of 
defrauding  the  public  is  being  practised  in  Kensington,  and 
it  would  be  as  well  to  put  chemists  on  their  guard,  as  it  is 
in  connection  with  their  business  particularly  that  the  fraud 
is  being  perpetrated.  A  few  minutes  after  the  chemist's 
errand-boy  has  left  medicine  at  a  customer's  house  the 
defrauder  calls,  saying,  "I  have  come  from  Mr.  So-and-So's, 
the  chemist,  and  he  wishes  me  to  say  he  has  made  some 
little  mistake  in  the  medicinp,  and  would  like  the  bottle 
back  again."  He  then  takes  it  to  some  other  house,  saying 
there  is  "  so  much  "  to  pay,  and  before  giving  a  receipt  for 
the  money  he  has  gone.  This  in  due  course  brings  an 
indignant  visitor  to  the  chemist,  demanding  the  money 


back.  The  police  have  been  acquainted  with  this  latest 
fraud,  and  are  now  taking  the  matter  up. 

The  Chemist  and  his  Motor, 

At  Dartford  Petty  Sessions  on  November  18,  Mr.  Frank 
Cox,  chemist  and  druggist,  Swanley,  was  fined  10s.  and 
costs  for  driviog  a  motor-cycle  at  a  greater  speed  than 
twelve  miles  an  hour.  The  police  evidence  showed  that  de- 
fendant left  Famingham  at  4.15  P  M.  and  arrived  in  Dartford 
at  4.31,  while  defendant  stated  that  he  did  not  arrive  in 
Dartford  until  a  quarter  to  5. 

The  Sale  of  Carbolic  Acid. 

At  Grimsby  on  November  14,  Wm.  Edward  Painter,  aged 
19  months,  got  possession  of  a  jar  containing  carbolic  acid, 
drank  a  quantity,  and  died  next  day. 

On  November  16  Mrs.  Louisa  Clarke,  wife  of  a  Banbury 
tradesman,  went  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  T.  Goodman,  chemist 
and  druggist,  High  Street,  Banbury,  and  desired  to  make  a 
purchase  of  carbolic  acid,  at  the  same  time  asking  how  much 
would  be  required  to  take  a  person's  life.  Mr.  Goodman 
refused  to  supply  the  acid  and  communicated  with  the 
lady's  friends,  but  meanwhile  Mrs.  Clarke  proceeded  to  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Gilkes,  chemist,  where  nothiDg 
was  said  by  her  to  give  the  chemist  any  suspicion,  and  a 
quantity  of  the  acid  was  supplied,  a  portion  of  which  she 
afterwards  drank.    Deceased  died  during  the  day. 

On  November  20  an  inque3t  was  held  at  Guy's  Hospital  on 
the  body  of  a  police-constable  named  Drury,  who  had 
poisoned  himself  a  few  days  before.  The  widow  stated 
that  deceased  was  found  on  the  day  of  his  death  vomiting, 
and  a  bottle  that  had  contained  carbolic  was  by  his  side. 
The  Coroner :  Where  did  he  get  the  carbolic  from  ?  Witness  : 
We  keep  it  in  the  house  for  disinfecting.  Dr.  Maxwell 
Telling,  house  surgeon,  stated  that  what  the  deceased  had 
taken  was  not  pure  carbolic  acid  but  a  form  of  the  commer- 
cial article.  Farther  evidence  showed  that  the  acid  was 
contained  in  an  ordinary  spirit-bottle,  a  juror  remarking  that 
it  could  be  bought  at  any  oilshop.  Another  juror  inquired 
if  oilshops  were  still  allowed  to  sell  carbolic  in  any  sort  of 
bottles  without  labels,  and  the  Coroner  replied  that  a  strong 
movement  was  at  work  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  oilman 
selling  poisons.  A  juror  heard  that  years  ago,  but  the  practice 
still  went  on.  He  considered  it  disgraceful  that  with  all  our 
laws  nothing  was  done  to  limit  the  sale  of  poisons. 
Another  juror  wanted  to  know  if  all  disinfectants  were  made 
of  poisons.  He  wondered  whether  a  non-poisonous  disin- 
fectant could  not  be  sold.  Eventually  the  jury  agreed  to  a 
verdict  of  suicide,  but  suggested  that  the  sale  of  carbolic 
in  any  form  should  be  restricted,  and  not  allowed  to  be 
sold  except  in  specially  labelled  bottles. 

Bat-poison  at  the  Chandler's. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Gravesend  on  November  17,  on  the 
body  of  Charles  West,  it  transpired  that  the  deceased,  whilst 
at  Tunbridge  Wells,  purchased  a  threepenny  bottle  of  rat- 
poison  at  a  chandler's  shop.  Some  of  this  he  consumed,  and 
then  journeyed  to  Gravesend,  where  he  was  taken  ill.  A 
doctor  was  called  in,  but  he  lingered  for  five  days  and  then 
died. 

For  the  Tenth  Time. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  November  21,  a  woman 
named  Gray  was  charged  for  the  tenth  time  with  breaking  a 
chemist's  window  in  Stamford  Street.  The  chemist's  house- 
keeper said  he  was  too  ill  to  attend  the  court,  and  the 
magistrate  sent  the  accused  to  prison  for  two  months. 
Prisoner  laughed  at  the  sentence  and  shouted,  "  He  will  be 
doubly  ill  when  I  come  out — the  old  poisoner." 

Alleged  Abortefacient  Traffio. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  November  20,  William 
Brown,  Abraham  Emanuel  Abrahams,  Harriet  Annie  Cross, 
Philip  Perron,  and  James  Armitage  Fox,  were  indicted 
for  conspiring  together,  and  with  other  persons  unknown,  to 
incite  women  who  should  read  and  become  cognifant  of 
pamphlets  and  circulars  published  in  the  name  of  Madame 
Frain  to  attempt  to  administer  to  themselves  noxious  things 
with  intent  to  procure  a  miscarriage.  The  Attorney-General, 
in  opening  the  case,  said  that  the  magistrate  who  heard  it  at 
the  police-court  dismissed  the  summons  on  a  view  which  he 
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took  of  the  law.  (See  C.  $  D.,  July  29,  page  145).  He 
should  submit  tbat  the  view  of  the  law  which  the  magutrate 
took  was  erroneous.  He  then  reci'ed  the  history  of  the  oase 
as  given  in  previous  issues  of  the  C.  cf  D  ,  and,  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution  having  been  called,  the  case  was  adjourned, 
defendants  being  admitted  to  bail.  The  case  was  resumed 
on  November  22,  and  again  adjourned. 

A  Herbalist's  Mixture. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Rushden,  Northamptonshire,  on 
November  18,  on  the  body  of  a  young  married  woman  named 
Richards,  certified  as  having  died  from  gastro-enteritis 
following  abortion.  Deceased  confessed  to  1he  doctor  who 
attended  her  before  her  death  that  she  had  taken  some 
medicine  she  obtained  from  a  herbalist  Darned  Vorley,  and 
a  post-mortem  examination  was  made,  showing  that  abortion 
had  taken  place.  The  herbalist,  on  being  asked  what  had 
been  supplied,  said  it  was  a  mixture  of  herbs,  including  rue 
and  pennyroyal,  prepared  by  himself.  The  inquest  was 
adjourned  until  December  5,  in  order  that  an  analysis  of  the 
contents  ?of  the  stomach  be  made  by  Dr.  Stevenson,  the 
Home  Office  analyst. 

Football. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  v.  Westminster  College 
of  Pharmacy.  Played  at  Homerton  Marshes  on  November  18. 
Result:  "Metros,"  14;  Westminster,  0. 

London  College  oE  Pharmacy  v.  Mater's.  Played  on 
November  18  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  Good  play  was  witnessed, 
and  resulted  in  a  win  for  the  London  College  by  one  goal. 

A  match  was  played  on  November  21  between  th^  Man- 
chester College  of  Pharmacy  F.  C.  and  the  Northern  College 
of  Pharmacy,  resulting  in  a  win  for  the  Northern  by  4  goals 
to  nil. 

An  Assistant's  Death. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Minchester  on  November  17, 
touching  the  death  of  George  Alfred  Hawyes  (48),  chemist's 
assistant,  in  the  employ  of  ex-Lord  Mayor  Gibson,  of  Man- 
chester. It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  the  deceased 
latterly  had  complained  of  headaches,  and  on  November  14 
was  found  in  bed  unconscious.  The  next  mo-ning  he  died. 
A  post-mortem  examination  showed  kidney-disease  of  a 
severe  nature,  but  no  trace  of  opium  or  other  poison.  Death 
from  natural  cauees  was  the  verdict. 

Driving  without  Lights. 

At  Torquay  on  November  21,  William  German,  porter,  in 
the  employ  of  Mr  T.  F.  March,  chemist  and  druggist,  was 
charged  with  driving  without  a  light.  Defendant  said  the 
blame  lay  with  his  employer,  who  did  not  provide  him  with 
a  new  lamp  as  required.  The  lamp  was  out  of  order,  and 
he  (defendant)  was  told  to  drive  without  it.  A  fine  of 
6s.  6d.  was  imposed,  the  Bench  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  employer  ought  to  pay. 

Withdrawn. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  November  21,  Thomas 
Wilkinson  Illingswortb,  M.D.Lond.  was  charged  on 
remand  with  obtaining  credit  for  46Z.  by  false  pretences. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  reported  in  our  issue  of 
November  11,  page  777.  The  solicitor  for  the  prosecution 
now  eaid  that  prosecutor  was  willing  to  withdraw  the 
charge  on  payment  of  his  claim  by  prisoner's  friends.  The 
Magistrate  agreed  to  allow  this  to  be  done,  as  it  had  been 
shown  that  prisoner  was  offered  a  Government  appointment 
a  day  or  two  after  the  warrant  was  granted,  and  although 
prisoner's  statements  as  to  the  nature  of  the  appointment 
were  very  inaccurate,  there  was  a  certain  basis  for  his  expecta- 
tions. The  accused  was  thereupon  released,  and  the  property 
found  in  his  possession  when  arrested — including  a  medicine- 
chest  and  a  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office — was  ordered  to 
be  restored  to  him.  The  police-sergeant  told  the  Magistrate 
that  the  Bristol  firm  who  supplied  the  chest  wished  the 
police  to  detain  it,  but  the  Magistrate  said  that  was  another 
attempt,  no  doubt,  to  recover  a  civil  debt  by  a  criminal 
process,  and  ordered  it  to  be  handed  over. 


Will  Come  in  Time  —Although  there  is  a  great  need  of 
an  Austrian  Pharmacopoeia  it  will  in  all  probability  be  two 
years  before  one  is  published. 


3risb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  ahvays  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Good  Saving. 

At  the  Belfast  Union  last  week  it  was  stated  that  the 
sum  of  80(K.  lud  been  saved  daring  the  past  six  months  in 
medicines. 

Dispenser  Wanted. 

The  Tipperary  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  to  appoint 
an  apothecary  to  the  union  at  a  salary  of  <\0l.  a  year.  The 
post  is  open  to  a  pharmac9utical  chemist. 

Business  Change. 

New  drug  businesses  have  b^en  opened  at  Bloomfield 
Avenue,  Belfast,  by  Mr.  George  Hamilton,  R.D.,  and  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Combe,  R.D.,  at  42  Mounfcpottioger  Road,  Belfast. 

Business- extending. 

Mr.  Morgan  M.  D'Arcy,  M.P.S.I.,  Tipperary  and  Cahir,  ha* 
opened  an  hotel  and  restaurant  on  the  premises  attached  to 
his  business  at  Kickham  Place,  Tipperary. 

Personal. 

Dr.  James  C.  Mo  Walter,  M.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  Leonard's 
Medical  Halls,  Dublin,  has  passed  Part  1  of  the  examination 
of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  the  Conjoint 
Diploma  in  Public  Health. 

Presents  for  the  Orphans. 

Messrs.  Shaw  &  Jamison,  wholesale  druggists,  Belfast, 
recently  distribu'ed  parcels  of  sweets,  fruits,  &c.  .to  the 
orphan  and  reformatory  children  visiting  the  Belfast  and 
North-  East  Chrysanthemum  and  Fruit  Sao  ws.  The  children, 
of  course,  much  appreciated  the  kindness. 

Company  News. 

A  petition  for  the  winding-up  of  the  Dublin  Mineral-water 
Manufacturers'  Association  (Limited)  ha3  bsen  presented  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  by  Messrs.  Bewley  &  Draper, 
chemists  and  druggists,  Mary  Street,  creditors  of  the  com- 
pany. The  petition  will  be  held  before  the  Vice- Chancellor 
on  November  27. 

Taking  Samples. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  notified  the  Omagh 
Poor-law  Guardians  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  medicine- 
contractor  to  be  present  when  samples  of  drugs  are  taken 
for  analysis,  but  that  samples  should  be  selected  from  each 
quarterly  consignment  of  medicines,  and  the  instructions  of 
the  analyst  obtained  as  to  the  quantity  of  each  drug  to  be 
forwarded  for  analysis. 

The  Contractors  to  Explain. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  directed  the  Guardians 
of  the  Fermoy  Union  to  call  on  the  drug-contractor  to  the 
union  to  replace  such  medicines  as  were  recently  unfavour- 
ably reported  upon  by  the  analyst,  and  to  furnish  an  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  their  quality.  The  Cork  Chemical 
and  Drug  Company  were  notified  accordingly. 

Award  for  Damages. 

Messrs.  Maxwell,  Greer  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists, 
Foyle  Street,  Londonderry  lodged  a  claim  for  34Z.  with 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Peace  as  compensation  under 
the  Malicious  Injuries  Act  for  damage  done  to  their  shop- 
window  during  the  recent  disturbances  in  the  city.  The 
Recorder  has  awarded  111.  10s. 

The  Guardians  Warned. 

The  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Company  have  written  to 
the  Guardians  of  the  Killarney  Union  warning  them  that,  in 
accepting  the  tender  of  Mr.  Crowley  for  the  supply  of  medi- 
cines to  the  union,  they  are  liable  to  be  surcharged  for 
taking  the  higher  tender,  and  that  they  (the  Cork  Chemical 
and  Drug  Company)  mean  to  see  the  matter  through  to  the 
end  with  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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Pru.3sic-acid  Poisoning. 

On  November  18  an  inquest  was  held  at  Dublin  on  the 
body  of  a  man  named  Grace,  who  died  from  pruss ij-acid 
poisoning.  Mr.  J.  Kelly,  veterinary  surgeon,  said  deceased 
was  a  stableman  in  his  employ,  and  the  prussic  acid  was  his 
property.  He  thought  the  bottle  contained  about  1\  dr. 
of  the  acid,  and  that  J  dr.  of  it  would  kill  nearly  anytning. 
Other  evidence  was  taken,  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict; 
of  poisoning  by  prussic  acid  whilst  insane. 

Claim  Allowed. 

In  the  Belfast  Recorder's  Court,  on  November  21,  W.  T. 
Pollock,  wholesale  druggist,  Belfast,  sued  James  M'Larnon, 
grocer,  for  Ql.  Is.  lid.,  goods  sold  and  delivered.  Defen- 
dant's wife  daring  her  husband's  illness  opened  a  grocer's 
shop  to  assist  in  supporting  the  family.  The  goods  were 
ordered  by  her.  The  allegation  was  made  that  the  defendant 
had  no  connection  with  the  business  whatever,  but  a  decree 
for  the  amount  was  given. 

Committal  Order  Reversed. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  on  November  18 
in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ay rton  &  Slanders,  wholesale  drug- 
gists v.  Mr.  J.  Nugent,  chemist,  Croom,  co.  Limerick,  the 
Court  reversed  an  order  committing  defendant  to  prison  for 
non-payment  of  instalments  of  a  debt,  as  it  was  not  shown 
that  defendant  had  the  means  of  paying.  Mr.  Nugent 
holds  the  post  of  apothecary  to  the  Croom  Union  at  a  salary 
of  70Z.  a  year,  and  was  also  in  business  at  Croom.  In  cross- 
examination  he  said  he  never  kept  account  of  his  purchases, 
and  sales,  and  did  not  know  what  his  profits  were. 

Mr.  Justice  O'Brien  asked  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  cross- 
examining,  if  in  buying  a  dose  of  salts  for  a  penny  he  ever 
saw  it  put  down  in  a  book. 

Mr.  Jefferson :  Well,  my  Lord,  whenever  I  went  to  buy 
salts  I  always  paid  sixpence. 

Mr.  Justice  O'Brien :  Those  are  very  expensive  and  aristo- 
cratic salts  that  you  buy.  You  will  get  a  good  dose  of  salts 
for  a  penny.  (Laughter.) 

Bankruptcy  Case. 

In  the  Belfast  Bankruptcy  Court  last  week  in  the  matter 
of  Patrick  Byrne,  the  case  was  listed  on  a  motion  to  accept 
51.  from  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson  for  certain  goods  belonging  to 
the  bankrupt,  who  carried  on  business  at  Holywood  Street, 
and  also  at  Strandtown.  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Mill  Street,  Belfast,  was  examined  with  reference 
to  goods  which  he  had  sold  to  the  bankrupt,  and  which  were 
returned  to  him  about  a  month  before  Byrne  became  a 
bankrupt.  At  the  time  he  received  back  the  goods  he  was 
not  aware,  he  said,  that  Byrne  was  insolvent.  His  Honour, 
after  hearing  other  evidence,  said  the  transaction  was  a  very 
ugly  one,  and  not  at  all  creditable  to  the  persons  who  had 
been  engaged  in  it.  His  only  difficulty  was  as  to  whether 
he  should  not  charge  Mr.  Gibson  three  times  the  value  of 
the  goods— 21Z.  HaviEg  regard,  however,  to  the  swearing 
of  the  witnesses  he  could  not  adopt  that  course,  no  matter 
how  suspicious  the  transaction  might  appear,  but  he  would 
certainly  charge  him  the  full  invoice  price  of  the  goods — 
11.  3s.  Id. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  am  willing  either  to  give  51.  or  return  the 
goods. 

His  Honour :  I  will  not  take  them,  sir.  You  must  pay 
11.  3s.  1<2. 


Scotcb  Ittews, 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Alex.  McCutcheon,  chemist,  has  been  presented  by  his 
fellow-employes  at  21  Duke  Street,  Edinburgh,  with  a  hand- 
some travelling-bag  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  for 
London. 


Municipal  Honours. 

Bailie  John  Young,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  beea 
unanimously  elected  Provost  of  Elgin.  Provost  Young  has 
carried  on  business  in  Elgin  for  a  great  number  of  yeacs. 
He  has  a  good  dispensing  business  in  tbe  High  Street  o{ 
that  picturesque  northern  town.  He  is  a  Conservative  it: 
politics,  and  has  been  for  many  years  Parish  Ses?ion  Clerk. 

Mr.  George  Seivwright,  chemist  and  diuggist,  has  been, 
elected  to  the  office  of  Bailie  in  Cullen  Town  Council 
Bailie  Seivwright  has  taken  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  burgh  for  many  yeaTs,  ancl  has  done  much  for  its 
welfare.  He  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Marnoch  fifty-eight 
years  ago,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Alexander, 
of  Aberchirder.  He  was  afterwards  with  Messrs.  James 
Sim  &  Co.,  of  Aberdeen,  and  Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co., 
of  London.  He  went  to  Cullen  in  1867,  takiDg  up  the 
business  of  the  late  Mr.  Lumsden.  He  entered  the  Couneii 
in  1878,  and  has  served  in  that  body  continuously  aver 
since. 

Dispensary  Disposed  of. 

The  trustees  of  the  late  Dr.  James  Gorman,  Rutherglen, 
intimate  that  thev  have  disposed  of  diseased's  practice  and 
dispensary  at  43  Main  Street,  Eutherglen,  to  Dr.  Martin 
Whyte,  Eutherglen. 

New  Pharmacies. 
Mr.  John  Main,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Laurence- 
kirk, has  opened  a  new  pharmacy  at  201  Rosemount  Place, 
Aberdeen. 

We  illustrate  herewith  the  exterior  of  the  new  pharmacy 
recently  fitted  up  by  Mr.  James  Ruxton,  chemist,  Arbroath 
The  newest  feature  is  the  outside  showcase  to  the  left  of  the 
doorway,  which  is  fitted  with  two  fixed  and  three  movable 
plate  glass  shelves.    The  top,  as  distinguished  from  the  whole 


case,  is  made  specially  for  the  display  of  spoDges,  sponge- 
gloves,  &c,  and  this  part  is  got  at  by  a  lid  on  the  top. 
Another  sign,  not  shown  in  the  picture,  stands  out  across 
the  pavement,  fixed  above  the  wall-case.  This  is  mirrored 
and  lettered  on  both  side  in  the  same  style  as  the  facia.  The 
lettering  on  the  facia  and  stall- plates  is  etched  outofjtlie 
glass,  filled  with  gold-leaf,  and  mirrored.  f  ^ 


"  Mr  friends,"  said  the  quack  to  the  eager,  gaping  crowd 
of  country  people,  "  I  tell  you  that  my  pills  will  cure  every 
moital  ccmplaint.  Listen  to  this :  a  man  who  came  to  me 
had  been  ill  all  his  life,  a  hopeless  invalid  from  the  day  of 
his  birth.  He  came  to  me,  and  my  pills  cured  him.  One 
box  put  him  right,  and  now  he  is  as  strong  and  as  well  at: 
ever  he  was  in  his  life." 
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Jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Pelletier-Caventou  Monument.  —  M.  Bocquillon- 
Ljmoasin  2  bis  Rue  Blanche,  Paris,  trea-urer  of  the  Monu- 
ment fund,  advises  us  that  Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons, 
Stratford,  have  forwarded  a  subscription  of  51. 

3*33  asm  act  Student's  Gctde. — M.  Madoule,  Secretary  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  has  recently  published  the  fifth 
edition  of  his  "  Guide  scolaire  et  administratif  de  l'etudiant 
en  pbarmacie  "  for  1899-1900.  This  intereiting  little  volume 
contains  all  information  required  by  French  students,  includ- 
ing particulars  about  the  new  diploma  of  Doctor  of  Pharmacy. 

Pbeserving  Dead  Bodie3. — A  somewhat  curious  case 
was  heard  in  Paris  last  week.  The  defendant  was  M. 
E.  Chabinon,  who  was  prosecuted  for  having  violated  a 
regulation  which  came  into  force  this  year  prohibiting 
operations  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  dead  bodies  by 
embalming,  or  any  other  process,  without  the  authorisation  of 
the  Prefect  of  Police.  M.  Chabanon  has  invented  a  method 
for  temporarily  preserving  bodies,  and  he  contended  that  the 
decree  refers  to  embalming  in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  the 
term,  but,  as  his  treatment  is  external  only,  there  ij  no  em- 
balming   The  defendant  was  acquitted. 

The  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy.— At  the  meeting  of 
ibis  Society  for  the  current  month,  M.  Burcker,  a  Chief 
Army  Pharmacist,  was  elected  a  resident  member,  and 
M.  Olmedella  y  Paig,  of  Madrid,  was  elected  as  a  corre- 
sponding foreign  member.  Interesting  papers  were  read  by 
M.  Bourquelot  on  behalf  of  himself  and  M.  Herissey  "On 
Soluble  Ferments  Acting  on  Horny  Alhumeas"  and  by 
Professor  Prunier,  who  has,  with  M.  Jouve,  made  a  study  of 
"The  Mono-calcic  Phosphate."  M.  Grimbert  raised  the 
Question  of  the  Society's  centenary,  and  expressed  his  surprise 
ibat  no  steps  had  been  taken  for  its  celebration.  It  was 
decided  to  discuss  the  subject  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Parts  Exhibition.— Work  in  connection  with  the 
pharmaceutical  and  drug  sections,  as  well  as  the  various 
songresses,  is  progressing  diligently  though  unostentatiously. 
The  most  prominent  features  of  the  coming  Exhibition  just 
now  are  the  foreign  pavilions  which  have  positions  along 
ibe  bank  of  the  Seine  and  are  now  making  capital  progress. 
Italy  has  secured  the  "  eligible  corner  site "  nearest  the 
Alma  bridge,  and  her  domed  pavilion  is  the  most  elegant 
and  conspicuous  ;  the  U.S.A.,  in  the  same  style,  is  hard  by  ; 
Germany  and  other  northern  countries  affect  the  Gothic 
style.  The  effect  of  the  whole  is  very  picturesque,  forming 
a  city  of  white  palaces  bordering  on  the  river,  which  will 
probably  eclipse  the  Grand  Canal,  Venice,  itself  in  tiTactive- 
ness.  The  English  pavilion  seems  conspicuous  by  its 
absence,  though  a  closer  inspection  reveals  a  skeleton  of 
iron  girders,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  pariodic  visits  of 
tie  English  architect  will  expedite  matters. 

The  Will  of  M.  Benjamin  Raspail.— M.  Benjamin 
Tiaspail,  the  son  of  the  chemist  Francois  Vincent  Raspail, 
has  left  a  will  which  is  interesting  on  account  of  the  evident 
desire  of  the  testator  to  perpetuate  his  father's  memory.  With 
fche  exception  of  a  few  small  legacies,  the  entire  fortune  is 
devoted  to,thafc  purpose.  It  bequeaths  a  mansion  at  Cachan 
(near  Paris)  as  an  almshouse  for  the  aged  poor,  to  be  called 
the  "  Hospice  F.  V.  Raspail."  Extensive  grounds  surround 
ihe  house,  and  will  remain  part  of  the  property.  In  an 
annex  a  museum  is  to  be  installed  under  the  name  of  "  Musee 
J.  V.  Raspail,"  in  which  a  great  variety  of  souvenirs  having 
belonged  to  or  being  connected  with  the  once  famous  chemist 
will  be  exhibited,  including  all  the  papers  that  can  serve  for 
preparing  his  biography.  A  sum  equal  to  80.000?.  is  left  for 
Ihe  upkeep  of  the  museum.  Although  he  attained  to  a 
certain  reputation  by  his  scientific  theories,  which  included 
his  book  on  health— or,  one  might  rather  say,  camphor,  for 
he  insisted  on  its  virtues  with  his  all-engrossing  energy — F. 
V.  Raspail's  principal  claim  to  notoriety  resides  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  looked  upon  as  the  promoter  of  universal  suffrage 
in  France.  His  memory  is  already  perpetuated  to  Parisians 
by  the  existence  of  the  fine  statue  erected  in  the  Boulevjard 
Tiaspail. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 


New  Alkali-works. — The  Columbia  Chemical  Company, 
of  Barberton,  Ohio,  has  entered  the  soda- ash  business,  and  has 
erected  plant  capable  of  producing  240,003  ton3  annually. 
The  entrance  of  the  new  company  in  the  field  is  likely  to 
lead  to  a  lively  soda-ash  war. 

Argentine  Matters. — The  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the 
Department  for  Agriculture  has  been  examining  samples  of 
the  saltpetre  found  along  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic  (Bahia 
bianco).    It  contains,  however,  more  impurities  than  the 

sort  imported,  bat  may  be  used  for  technical  purposes  In 

the  province  of  La  Rioja  important  borax-mines  have  been 
found  which  promise  to  pay  well. 

Beomalio  for  Bromidia. — Some  time  ago  a  man  was 
poisoned  in  Italy  through  a  chemist's  assistant  mistaking 
bromidia  in  a  prescription  for  bromalio.  He  dispensed  the 
latter,  which  caused  the  death  of  the  patient.  The  pro- 
prietor of  the  pharmacy  has  been  condemned  to  three 
months  and  ten  days'  imprisonment  and  300f.  fine,  and  the 
assistant  to  ten  months'  and  500f.  fine. 

Quinine  and  War. — The  Medical  News  says  that  more 
than  125,000,000  gr.  of  quinine  have  been  taken  by  United 
States  soldiers  during  the  past  year.  It  is  said  that  some  of 
the  military  patients  in  the  hospitals  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 
took  as  much  as  300  gr.  a  week  during  several  weeks.  Hardly 
any  of  those  who  were  in  service  in  the  West  Indies  failed 
to  take  some  quinine  during  their  stay. 

Drawback  on  Spirit  in  Germany. — According  to  a 
decree  of  the  Bundesrath  of  October  19,  the  drawback  on 
spirit  utilised  for  the  preparation  of  vinegar  and  exported 
abroad  will  remain,  until  further  notice,  at  6m.  (6s.)  per 
hectolitre  of  pure  alcohol.  From  November  1,  1899,  the 
former  drawback  of  3|m.  (3s.  6d  )  will  be  raised  to  one  of 
4§m.  (4if.  Qd.)  on  every  hectolitre  of  pure  alcohol  for  such 
spirits  as  are  denaturised. 

Brazilian  Castor-seed. — The  Rio  News  has  been  in- 
teresting itself  in  the  price  of  castor-seed  in  Liverpool,  and 
suggests  that  some  enterprising  person  should  exploit  the 
article  in  Brazil,  as  it  is  a  waste-product  in  that  country. 
They  have  now  been  informed  that,  at  Rio  and  Sab  Paulo  at 
least,  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle,  as  the  freights  to 
Liverpool  and  the  commissions  and  charges  there  eat  up  all 
the  profit,  and  a  better  price  is  offered  locally  than  can  be 
obtained  in  England. 

Manufacturing  Pharmacy  in  Russia. — New  regula- 
tions have  been  issued  regarding  the  establishment  of 
chemical-factories  and  laboratories  for  the  production  of 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  and  a  list  has  been  published 
of  those  manufacturers  who  may  be  allowed  to  manufacture 
and  sell  them  wholesale.  The  managers  of  these  institutions 
are  to  be  persons  who  have  had  pharmaceutical  training, 
and  apprentices  are  only  to  be  taken  when  "  masters  of 
pharmacy  "  are  at  the  head. 

Boston  Wholesalers  Combine. — The  Boston  (U.S.A.) 
drug-trade  is  much  interested  in  the  proposed  combination 
of  the  three  leading  drug-houses  in  the  city — viz.,  Messrs. 
George  C.  Goodwin  &  Co  ,  Cutler  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  West  & 
Jenney.  The  new  combination  is  expected  to  have  some 
effect  on  the  trade  of  the  New  York  houses,  whether  or  not 
the  Boston  concern  adopts  any  distinctly  new  line  of  action. 
It  is  said  that  the  proposed  concern  is  in  no  sense  a  "  trust," 
but  simply  a  combination  of  interests  to  reduce  working- 
expenses. 

Californian  Olive  crop. — Advices  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  are  to  the  effect  that  the  market  there  is  now  prac- 
tically bare  of  old  stock  of  Californian  olives,  and  that  the 
new  crop  is  ripening  fast,  so  that  the  new  olives  will  be  on 
the  market  very  shortly.  The  Southern  Californian  crop 
will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year,  aggregating  some  2,000 
barrels  of  pickled  olives.  In  the  Northern  part  of  the  State 
it  is  estimated  that  the  crop  will  be  the  largest  ever  har- 
vested. It  is  impossible  to  predict  how  many  will  be  pickled, 
as  mo3t  of  the  crop  will  be  made  into  oil  in  that  part  of  the 
State. 

Tuberculosis  in  Colombia. — Strict  measures  are  being 
taken    against   the    spread    of   tubercu'.osis    in  Bogota 
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(Colombia),  owing  to  the  ravages  it  has  made  recently.  A 
municipal  laboratory  is  now  to  analyse  the  food  and  water 
brought  into  the  town.  It  is  prohibited  under  a  fine  to  spit 
on  the  floor  of  the  tramways  or  railway-carriages.  Affected 
persons  are  to  be  kept  in  separate  rooms  in  the  hospitals, 
and  a  special  one  is  to  be  built.  Mothers  may  leave  their 
children  at  a  special  establishment  whilst  attending  to  their 
business  ;  conscripts  and  scholars  will  also  be  medically 
examined.  If  the  water-supply  suffices,  public  baths  will 
be  erected  and  several  new  parks  opened.  The  streets  are 
to  be  washed  daily,  and  the  effects  of  patients  leaving  a 
hospital  will  be  treated  for  twenty-four  hours  in  a  1  per- 
cent, solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  or,  if  necessary,  therein 
boiled  for  ten  minutes. 

Patent  Medicines  in  Japan. — In  an  article  in  No.  221 
of  the  Riltugo  Zasshi,  Mr.  Yamagata  Tokon  discourses 
in  an  interesting  manner  on  the  advertising  and  sale 
of  patent  medicines  in  Japan.  According  to  the  writer, 
there  are  at  least  one  hundred  quack  remedies  and  cosmetics 
whose  sale  is  solely  dependent  on  the  persistence  with  which 
they  are  advertised  in  newspapers.  The  advertising-mediums 
are  usually  one  or  two  of  the  smaller  dailies,  but  the  names  of 
patent  medicines  may  frequently  be  seen  in  the  pages  of 
Buddhist  magazines.  The  Japanese  names  given  to  the 
various  articles  for  sale  show  a  considerable  originality. 
They  are  either  made  up  of  names  derived  from  the  original 
foreign  name  of  the  article,  names  based  on  the  disease 
which  the  specific  is  designed  to  cure,  or  abstract  names 
describing  the  general  effects  of  the  article  recommended. 
As  examples  of  the  latter,  Taiyo-gan  (sun-pills),  Taiyo  san 
(sun-powders),  Beppin-sui  (beauty-water),  Teliimen-sui  (im- 
mediate-effect water),  Kime  chinld  (skin-texture  tincture), 
and  Tsuya-Mnff  (the  chief  of  gloss-producing  cosmetics)  are 
given.  The  number  of  patent  medicines  advertised  is  large, 
Mr.  Yamagata,  in  a  casual  investigation,  noting  seventy-eight 
different  specifics  in  the  columns  of  a  few  newspapers. 
These  are  principally  pills  for  insuring  and  preventing  con- 
ception ;  tonics  of  all  kinds,  including  Imori  no  Ituroyaki 
(burnt  water-lizard,  used  as  an  aphrodisiac) ;  and  poison- 
antidotes  and  disease-cures.  The  methods  of  advertising 
employed  are  similar  to  Western  ideas,  and  the  practice  of 
offering  5,000  yen  to  anyone  who  proves  the  inefficacy  of  the 
article  recorrmended  is  verv  common.  In  1893  in  Tokyo  alone 
there  were  registered  1,401  inventors  and  5.145  vendors  of 
patent  medicines.  In  the  writer's  opinion,  restrictions 
should  be  placed  on  the  manufacture  and  the  sale  of  patent 
medicines  and  cosmetics. 

Patent  Medicines  in  Mexico  There  appears  to  be  a 

wide  and  lucrative  field  for  pushing  manufacturers  of  pro- 
prietaries and  patent  medicines  in  Mexico,  where,  says 
Printers'  InJt,  a  very  good  example  of  the  power  of  adver- 
tising is  afforded  by  Odol,  the  German  tooth- wash.  Some 
time  ago  Sozodont  was  the  leading  tooth-wash  in  the 
country,  but  two  years  since  the  Odol  people  began  a 
systematic  campaign  of  advertising  in  the  leading  news- 
papers of  the  capital,  and  the  result  is  that  to-day  the  sales 
of  Odol  are  said  to  be  ten  to  one  compared  with  those  of 
Sozodont.  The  Wampole  Company,  for  their  preparation  of 
cod-liver  oil,  probably  take  second  place  as  regards  news- 
paper-advertising. This  article  is  the  best  seller  of  all  the 
American  proprietary  articles  that  go  to  Mexico.  Scott's 
emulsion  is  second  under  this  head.  The  former  are 
increasing  their  advertising-expenses  in  Mexico ;  the  latter 
are  curtailing.  Among  the  other  American  advertisers  who 
have  found  an  extensive  and  a  quick  market  for  the  sale  of 
their  goods  through  a  liberal  use  of  newspaper-space  is 
Dr.  Williams's  Pink  Pills.  Half- pages  in  the  best  papers  are 
frequently  used.  Pages  in  these  are,  of  course,  cheap  in 
comparison  with  similar  spaces  in  publications  in  the 
United  States.  The  J.  C.  Ayer  Company's  goods  are  sold 
extensively  throughout  the  country.  Vino  San  Germain  is 
another  strengthening  preparation  that  is  being  well  adver- 
tised. Amongst  other  American  proprietary  articles  that 
are  being  or  have  been  advertised  in  Mexico  and  find  general 
sale  there  are  the  following: — Alcock's  plasters,  Brandreth's 
pills,  Jayne's  pills,  Indian-root  pills,  Ross's  pills,  and 
Hobb3's  pills.  The  large  number  of  correctives  sold  is  in 
proportion  with  the  complaints  of  this  nature,  statistics  in 
the  Federal  District  showing  that  one-third  of  the  mortality 
is  dus  to  stomach  and  bowel  troubles. 


THE  Departmental  Committee  which  is  inquiring  into  the 
use  of  preservatives  and  colouring-matters  in  food  met 
during  the  week.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  was  in  the  chair, 
and  the  other  members  present  were  Dr.  Thorpe,  F.R.S., 
Dr.  T.  Bulstrode,  and  Dr.  Tunnicliffe. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Prossor,  manager  for  a  firm  of  ham  and  bacon 
curers,  said  the  preservative  he  chiefly  used  as  an  antiseptic 
was  a  mixture  of  boracic  acid  and  borax.  As  an  experiment 
he  had,  every  morning  for  three  months,  taken  half  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  boracic  acid  in  a  glaES  of  water,  and  had  found 
no  ill  effect3  from  it  whatever.  He  thought  it  had  very  much 
the  same  effect  as  pepsine. 

Mr.  Boseley,  formerly  analyst  to  the  Aylesbury  Dairy 
Company,  said  that  milk,  cream,  and  butter  were  treated 
with  borax,  boracic  acid,  formalin,  salicylic  acid,  and  with 
nitrates  and  sulphites.  The  Aylesbury  Dairy  Company  did 
not  use  any  preservatives,  but  about  half  the  dairymen  in 
London  used  a  preservative  of  one  sort  or  other.  Messrs. 
Keiller  &  Sons,  with  whom  witness  now  was,  used  neither  pre- 
servatives nor  colouring-matters  in  their  jams  and  marmalade. 
About  50  per  cent.,  however,  of  English  jam-manufacturers 
did  use  a  preservative,  usually  salicylic  acid.  Domestic  jam 
was  generally  made  by  cooking  the  fruit  for  about  two  hours 
over  a  fire;  but  the  wholesale  jam-maker  cooked  it  in 
copper  pans,  sometimes  lined  with  silver,  by  steam-pressure, 
the  time  taken  being  five  minutes.  If  jam  made  in  a 
wholesale  way  were  boiled  over  a  fire  for  a  long  time  they 
would  undoubtedly  get  a  nice-tasting  article,  bat  the  sugar 
would  be  burnt  browD,  and  they  would  not  be  able  to  sell 
any  of  it,  because  the  public  bought  jams  entirely  on  appear- 
ance. Apricot  jam  was  made  entirely  from  foreign  pulps, 
mostly  Spanish  and,  he  thought,  Australian.  He  believed 
that  imitation  Dsmerara  sugar,  which  was  made  up  from 
beet-sugar,  was  treated  with  aniline  dyes,  that  sulphuric 
acid  in  the  proportion  of  4  oz.  to  a  40  gallon  barrel  was 
put  into  pickled  cabbage  in  order  to  give  it  a  bright  red 
colour,  and  that  turmeric  was  put  into  piccalilli  as  a 
colouring  matter. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Copeman  said  sulphur  was  used  to  give  Carlsbad 
plums  an  artificial  bloom.  Sulphate  of  copper  imparted  a 
blight  green  to  peas  and  beans,  and  the  public  would  not 
otherwise  buy  them.  The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
advocated  the  imposition  of  a  maximum  of,  say,  2  gr.  of 
sulphate  of  copper  to  a  pound  of  peas,  but  witness  said  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  that  a  certain  bottle  contained  so 
many  grains  of  sulphate  of  copper.  Dr.  Briggs  Wild,  of 
Manchester,  said  boric  acid  had  a  tendency  to  accumulate 
in  the  kidneys.  He  had  found  boracic  acid  caused  loss  of 
appetite  and  lassitude. 

Dr.  Walford  (Cardiff)  said  experiments  he  had  made  were 
not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  say  that  the  use  of  boracic 
acid  in  milk  was  physiologically  indefensible.  There  was, 
however,  some  indication  that  digestion  was  impaired  by 
boracic  acid,  and  it  was  probable  that  infantile  diarrhoea 
might  be  kept  up  by  the  consumption  of  milk  treated  with 
boracic  acid. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps,  F.C.S  ,  stated  that  he  had  made  experi- 
ments to  gauge  the  influence  of  boracic  acid  on  digestive 
ferments,  and  found  that  in  the  case  of  starch  and  albumen 
it  had  no  detrimental  influence.  He,  however,  thought  that 
boracic  acid  should  not  be  used  as  a  preservative  in  milk, 
otherwise  children  fed  entirely  on  milk  might  be  taking 
medicinal  doses.  In  butter  the  presence  of  boracis  acid 
would  not  be  injurious. 

Mr.  Vesey,  F.C  S.,  said  he  had  been  making  inquiries  into 
the  subject  of  food-preservatives  for  the  past  ten  years,  and 
had  found  preservatives  used  in  the  case  of  meat-peptones 
intended  for  invalid  use,  beef-jelly  intended  for  invalids, 
milk,  lager  beer,  lime-juice,  grape-juice,  apple-juice,  cider, 
lemon  squash,  and  sausages,  the  preservatives  used  being 
benzoic  acid,  formaldehyde,  salicylic  acid,  boracic  acid,  and 
borax.  He  would  not  put  a  stop  altogether  to  the  use  of 
antiseptics,  save  in  the  case  of  benzoic  acid  and  formalde- 
hyde, but  there  should  be  legislation  declaring  the  maximum 
amount  of  the  preservatives  which  might  be  used,  and  which 
should  not  be  exceeded.  He  further  thought  that  a  precise 
limit  should  be  put  on  the  use  of  copper  sulphate  in  pras. 
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It  is  ebpoeted  that  asbestos  has  been  discovered  in  the 
southern  province  of  Ceylon,  thus  opening  up  a  new 
industry. 

Government  and  Quinine. — The  Ceylon  Government 
are  supplying  all  the  dispensaries  at  Jaffna  with  a  stock  of 
quinine  for  use  in  case  fever  breaks  out  again  as  it  did  in 
November  of  last  year. 

An  Anthropometric  Excursion. — Major  Waddell, 
I.M.S.,  during  the  ensuing  Poojah  holidays  pays  a  visit  to  the 
Naga  and  Singpho  Hills  with  a  view  to  the  completion  of  his 
great  anthropometric  survey  of  the  Assam-Burmese  wild 
tribes. 

Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum. — The  Imperial  Bacterio- 
logical Laboratory  at  Parel  has  sent  25,000  doses  of 
Haffkine's  prophylactic  to  the  London  Local  Government 
Board,  and  10  000  doses  to  Port  Arthur  to  the  order  of  the 
Russian  Government. 

Penny  Postage. —  Che  redaction  of  the  postage  between 
India  and  Eagland  to  a  penny  the  half  -  ounce,  has 
been  followed  by  a  very  remarkable  increase  in  correspon- 
dence, the  contents  of  the  mail-bags  now  being  nearly  double 
what  they  were  a  year  ago. 

Indian  Indigo. — The  indigo-manufacturers  of  Behar 
propose  to  demonstrate  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  next  year  the 
advantage  of  indigo  over  other  dyes.  It  is  suggested  by  the 
Laundry  Record  that  these  manufacturers  might  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  show  the  same  features  at 
the  Laundry  Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court  next  year. 

The  Cost  op  Medical  Stores  in  India.— Since  1894-95 
the  cost  in  the  Indian  Military  Badget  of  medical  supplies  has 
risen  by  over  two  and  a  half  crores  of  rupees,  exclusive  of 
the  expenditure  for  special  services.  This  fact  has  led  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  competent  committee  to  investigate 
the  increase,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  service  is 
not  administered  in  an  economical  manner. 

A  Sad  Honeymoon. — On  October  16  Mr.  James  Angelicus 
John,  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  A  John  &  Co., 
veterinary  chemists,  Agra,  was  married  to  Miss  Dalcie 
Mabert.  A  short  time  afterwards  news  was  recsived  from 
Murree  that  Mr.  John  had  died  while  on  the  honeymoon- 
tour.  He  succumbed  suddenly  to  an  attack  of  acute 
pneumonia. 

Personal. —  M.  Bloch  Armand-Aaron,  ( second-class) 
pharmacist  of  the  French  colonies  and  protectorates, 
has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Government 
pharmacy  at  Pondicherry,  in  place  of  Dr.  Legendre.  By 
virtue  of  his  office,  M.  Bloch  becomes  a  titular  member  of 
the  Cocseil  de  Sante  and  Professor  of  the  Medical  School  of 
Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmaceutics. 

The  Morphine-habit— At  Rangoon  on  October  2, 
three  Chinamen  were  arrested  by  an  Excise  officer,  being 
caught  in  the  act  of  injecting  morphine  with  a  hypodermic 
syiinge  into  the  legs  of  some  Chinese  and  Burmese  cus- 
tomers (for  which  operation  they  charged  3a.),  and  for  selling 
pills  containing  morphine.  The  legs  and  thighs  of  one  of 
the  prisoners  were  covered  with  injection-punctures  as  if  they 
had  been  tattooed. 

A  Seizure  of  Ganga. — A  Tamil  man  in  Colombo 
who  has  for  some  time  been  suspected  of  transactions  in 
ganga,  was  arrested  recently,  while  proceeding  along  the 
street  with  a  bullock -cart  loaded  with  sacks.  The  sacks, 
on  investigation,  were  found  to  be  filled  with  native 
tobacco-leaves,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  cunningly 
concealed  a  quantity  of  ganga,  amounting  altogether  to 
34£  lbs.,  and  worth  about  175r. 

The  Cultivation  op  Ganja— Hitherto  the  Mysore 
Government  have  had  to  procure  quantities  of  ganja  from  the 
Madras  Government,  who  levied  a  duty  of  4r.  per  seer  of 
80  tolahs.  With  a  view  to  the  cultivation  of  the  drug  in  the 
province,  the  Mysore  Government  have  procured  the  services 
of  two  expert  hillmen  from  Vellore,  North  Arcot  District,  to 
instruct  the  ryots  in  the  Bangalore  Taluq  in  the  cultivation 
and  growth  of  the  ganja-plants,  so  as  to  grow  their  own. 


Who  is  Responsible? — A  poisoning-case  has  just  occur- 
red at  Jbansi,  which  awaits  investigation.  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  a 
permaient- way  inspector,  being  unwell,  was  prescribed  for, 
and  took  the  medicine  sent  by  the  compounder  with  fatal 
results  An  examination  of  the  bottle  showed  that,  instead 
of  a  mixture,  it  contained  a  liniment.  There  had  apparently 
been  a  mistake  in  putting  on  the  labe's.  The  widow  of  the 
deceased,  it  is  understood,  has  put  in  a  claim  for  10,000r. 

A  Research-institute. — Mr.  Tata,  of  Bombay,  has 
givf  n  30  lakhs  of  rupees  for  the  endowment  of  an  institute 
for  scientific  research  at  Bombay.  A  conference  will  be  held 
to  discuss  the  arrangement  of  the  scheme,  and  will  consist 
of  three  directors  of  public  instruction  from  Madras,  Bengal, 
and  Punjab ;  a  professor  of  the  Elphinstone  College, 
Bombay ;  a  Bombay  H'gb.  Court  Judge,  and  the  donor 
himself.  It  is  understood  that  the  conference  will  recom- 
mend that  the  new  university  should  be  located  at  Bombay 
or  Bangalore. 


Mew  !j?ork  Motce. 

(By  the  Man  from  London.') 


The  "Dibectoby"  Problem. — About  the  first  thing  a 
New  York  druggist  bays  when  opening  a  store  is  a  directory 
for  the  free  use  of  the  inquiring  public.  In  many  drag- 
stores  this  book  is  chained  to  the  desk,  as  people  are  absent- 
minded  enough  sometimes  to  take  iG  with  the  a.  Some  few 
pharmacists  have  gone  a  step  further  and  placed  the 
directory  in  a  box,  so  that  it  can  only  be  reached  by  drop- 
ping a  cent  into  a  slot.  The  entry  of  the  coin  releases  the 
spring,  and  the  lid  may  then  be  lifted  and  the  book  con- 
sulted. 

Chicago  Druggists  and  State  Laws.— Two  hundred 
members  of  the  Retail  Druggists'  Association  met  at  Chicago 
on  October  24  to  protest  against  the  alleged  persecutions  of 
druggists  under  the  anti-tobacco  and  State  "  flag  laws."  It 
was  agreed  to  give  financial  suppoit  to  those  arrested  under 
these  laws  and  to  appeal  the  cases  to  the  higher  courts  to 
test  their  validity.  The  anti-tobacco  law  prohibits  the  sale 
of  tobacco  to  minors.  The  "  flag  law  "  prohibits  the  use  of 
the  American  flag,  or  any  representation  of  it,  to  advertise 
business  or  merchandise  of  any  kind.  The  penalty  is  a 
heavy  fine. 

Mobphine-habit.  — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Association  a  paper  which  excited  great 
interest  among  physicians  was  one  on  "  Morphinism  among 
Physicians,''  by  Dr.  T.  D.  Crothers,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  He 
said  that  in  a  general  history  of  3,244  physicians  residing  in 
the  Eastern,  Middle,  and  some  of  the  Western  States 
21  per  cent,  were  found  using  spirits  or  opium  and 
16  per  cent,  of  this  number  used  morphine  or  other  drugs 
to  excess.  Dr.  Crothers  made  the  startling  statement 
that,  from  the  personal  observations  of  a  number  of 
physicians  who  have  a  large  acquaintance  among  medical 
men,  from  8  to  10  per  cent,  are  either  secret  or  open 
drug  and  morphine  habitues. 

Poisoning-case. — It  is  said  that  the  Molineaux  case  of 
murder  in  the  first  degree,  for  the  killing  of  Mrs.  Kate 
Adams  in  December  last,  will  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 
The  prisoner  has  been  in  the  Tomb\s  for  over  seven  months 
without  trial,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  prosecution  has  a 
very  weak  case  against  him,  so  weak  that  he  may  be  proved 
to  be  entirely  innocent  of  the  crime  of  which  he  is  accused. 
This  case  is  of  interest  to  pharmacists  here  as  being 
the  only  instance  where  cyanide  of  mercury  has  been  used 
for  the  purpose  of  murder.  That  the  case  against  the 
prisoner  is  by  no  means  complete  is  shown  by  the  District 
Attorney's  Office  sending  a  letter  to  every  New  York  phar- 
macist requesting  him  to  search  his  poison-records  for 
the  past  four  years,  with  the  view  of  tracing  all  sales  of 
cyanide  of  mercury  during  the  period  ;  also  he  asks  that 
the  prescription-books  be  examined  to  ascertain  whether 
a  prescription  was  filled  during  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  1893,  in  the  name  of  H.  C.  Cornish  or  H.  Cornish, 
calling  for  Kutnow's  effervescent  salt.  A  direct  appeal  like 
this  to  pharmacists  is  rather  unusual,  and  perhaps  ex- 
plains why  this  famous  poisoning-case  has  not  been  tried 
before. 
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Thompson- Yates  Laboratories,  University  College,  Liverpool. 
Interior  of  one  of  the  laboratories. 


Thompson-Yates  Laboratories,  University  College,  Liverpool. 
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With  some  Notes  on  What  the  Liverpool  School  is 
doing  to  Encourage  the  Study  of  Tropical 
Diseases. 


MALARIA,  has  formerly  been  associated  with  low-lying 
moist  districts,  and  the  means  taken,  np  till  quite 
recently,  to  stamp  out  the  disease  have  usually  been  in  the 
direction  of  draining  and  cultivating  the  land  on  which  the 
disease  has  been  prevalent.  This  method  of  treatment  has 
proved  effective  in  England  and  America,  but  in  tropical 
countties  the  scourge  has  remained  in  spite  of  the  application 
of  the  above  means  for  its  prevention  and  cure. 

The  disease  was  supposed  to  be  dependent  upon  moisture 
for  its  beiog,  and  it  has  been  found  impossible,  for  financial 
reasons,  to  thoroughly  drain  all  the  malarious  land  in 
tropical  countries. 

Malaria  has  for  many  years  been  known  to  be  due  to  a 
parasite  in  the  blood,  bub  until  very  recently  little  had  been 
done  in  the  way  of  scientifically  investigating  the  manner  in 
which  the  infection  obtains  admission  to  the  body.  For 
about  a  century  we  have  been  told  that  malaria  is  carried  by 
insects. 

In  1884  Laveran  and  Fliigge  accepted  the  insect-theory, 
as  did  also  Koch,  but  it  is  to  the  brilliant  deductions  of  Dr. 
Patrick  Manson,  foreshadowed  in  the  Gouldstonian  Lectures 
of  1894,  tbat  we  owe  the  classical  researches  which  have  led 
Ross  to  thoroughly  establish  the  true  relations  between  man 
and  the  malaria- beariDg  mosquito.    In  1895  Major  Ronald 


Majob  Ronald  Ross,  I.M.S.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S. 
Lecturer  on  Tropical  Medicine,  Liverpool  University  College. 

Ross,  of  the  Indian  Medical  Service,  commenced  his  investi- 
gations on  the  lines  laid  down  by  Manson,  and  in  1897  he 
succeeded  in  cultivating  the  parasite  of  malaria  in  two 
species  of  mosquito.  In  August  of  last  year  the  development 
of  the  parasites  of  birds  in  the  mosquito  had  been  worked 
out  and  healthy  birds  had  been  infected  by  bites  of  malarial 
mosquitoes.  The  experiments  of  Ross  have  been  confirmed 
by  Dr.  Daniels,  of  the  Malaria  Commission  sent  to  Calcutta 
by  the  Royal  Society  and  Colonial  Office,*  Professors  Grassi, 
Bignani,  and  Bastianella,  of  Rome,  Koch,  of  Berlin,  and 
accepted  by  Manson  and  Ray  Lankester  in  England,  Laveran 
and  Metchnikoff  in  Paris. 

The  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  the  inaugural 
lecture  by  Major  Ross  "  On  the  Possibility  of  Extirpating 
Malaria  from  Certain  Localities  by  a  New  Method,"  delivered 
in  University  College,  Liverpool,  soon  after  the  opening  of 
the  School  of  Tropical  Diseases  there.  The  newly -appointed 
Lecturer  in  Tropical  Medicine  showed  how  the  species  of 
mosquito  by  which  malaria  is  spread  might  be  exterminated 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

The  commonest  kind  of  mosquito  which  swarms  in  Indian 


*  Daniels,  Proc.  Boy.  Soc,  vol.  lxiv. 
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towns  beloDgs  to  the  genus  Culex.  These  mosquitoes  have 
plain  unspotted  wings,  and  usually  are  found  sitting  on 
walls,  their  bodies  hanging  down.  They  have  bodies  either 
striped  or  unstriped,  and  prefer  to  lay  their  eggs  in  artificial 
collections  of  water,  as  cisterns,  water-pots,  &c ,  around 
houses,  and  may  be  described  as  domestic  mosquitoes.  They 
bite  birds  as  well  as  mankind. 

The  dangerous  mosquitoes  belong  to  the  genus  Anopheles, 
and  may  be  called  rural  mosquitoes,  as  they  do  not  breed  in 
domestic  water-pots,  but  prefer  the  natural  ponds  and 
puddles  of  the  country.  They  have  wings  spotted  on  the 
anterior  edge,  and  when  resting  the  body  points  right  out 
from  the  wall.  They  bite  cattle  as  well  as  men,  but  "  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  bite  birds  "  Their  eggs  can  be  affixed  to 
hard  substances, 

and   their  larvae   


float  flat  on  the 
water  like  sticks, 
and  not  head 
downwards  as  do 
the  same  ^age  of 
Culex.  Although 
the  adult  mosqui- 
toes were  com- 
mon, Major  Ross 
experienced  much 
difficulty  in  find- 
ing the  grubs  of 
Anopheles,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of 


their  breeding- 
pools.      This   he  Malarial  Parasite  ("  Hcemamwba 
ascribed    to   the        Dauielewsky ")  from  blood  of  Pigeon, 
fact     tbat  the 

puddles  (a)  must  be  large  enough  to  be  permanent  for  a  few 
da>  s  to  allow  the  larvae  to  mature ;  (b)  must  not  be  so  large 
as  to  contain  minnows,  which  devour  the  larvas ;  and  (<■)  must 
not  be  liable  to  be  scoured  out  by  any  shower  of  rain. 

During  several  years  in  India  Major  Ross  failed  to  culti- 
vate human  malaria  in  several  species  of  Culex  Out  of 
five  species  of  Anopheles,  on  the  other  hand,  he  succeeded  in 
cultivating  the  disease  in  two. 

The  above-mentioned  Italian  investigators  have  cultivated 
human  malaria  in  three  species  of  mosquitoes,  all  of  the 
particular  genus  Anopheles.  We  therefore  feel  sure  that 
five  species  can  carry  the  disease,  and  all  belong  to  the 
genus  Anopheles. 

The  genus  Culex,  and,  in  fact,  all  mosquitoes  which  breed 
in  domestic  vessels  in  proximity  to  dwellings,  may  thus 
apparently  be  exonerated  from  carrying  malaria,  whereas 
Anopheles,  which  is  essentially  a  genus  breeding  in  pools  in 
rural  districts,  is  found  in  localities  where  the  disease 
abounds.  Anopheles  also  is  connected  with  rainfall,  as  is 
malaria.  Again,  malaria  is  never  uniformly  distributed  : 
isolated  spots,  even  single  dwellings,  are  known  to  be  more 
malarious  than  the  surrounding  district.  Major  Ross  con- 
cluded his  lecture  as  follows  : — 

"  It  will  be  observed  that  the  practicability  of  eradicating 
malaria  in  a  locality  by  the  extermination  of  the  daDgerous 
mosquitoes  upon  it  depends  on  a  single  question — do  these 
mosquitoes  breed  in  spots  sufficiently  isolated  and  rare  to  be 
dealt  with  by  public  measures  of  repression  1  I  am  afraid 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  final  answer  to  this  question  as 
yet ;  we  do  not  yet  know  all  the  dangerous  species  of  mos- 
quito, much  less  are  we  acquainted  with  all  their  habits. 
But  I  have  addressed  you  at  such  length  on  this  subject  to- 
night because  I  am  inclined  towards  giving  an  answer  in  the 
affirmative  to  the  question.  At  any  rate,  in  view  of  the  mis- 
chief wrought  by  the  disease  in  warm  countries,  I  certainly 
think  that  we  should  make  every  effort  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  we  can  give  an  affirmative  answer  to  it.  For  a  con- 
crete example,  suppose  we  were  to  discover  by  accurate 
investigation  that  all  the  malaria  in  a  large  town — say,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa — arises  from  a  few  small  puddles  which 
can  be  obliterated  at  the  expense  of  a  poand  or  two,  would  not 
this  discovery  repay  our  exertions  ?  and,  further,  if  we  could 
next  extend  our  operations  to  other  towns — to  numerous 
towns— in  the  tropics,  should  we  not  be  more  than  repaid 
for  our  exertions?  At  all  events,  the  question  can  be  decided 
only  by  experiment,  and  the  experiment  is  well  worth 
making." 
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So  much  for  the  recent  work  upon  malaria,  by  which  it 
has  been  conclusively  proved  that  the  disease  is  not  depen- 
dent on  moisture,  but  upon  a  specific  organism  which  affects 
mosquitoes  and  man  [vide  C  <$'  B.,  October  14,  page  642] 
We  will  now  turn  to  the  means  which  have  been  taken  in 
this  country  to  aid  research  in  tropical  diseases.  Following 
upon  a  letter  in  November  last  by  the  Right  Hon.  Joseph 
Ohamberlain,  M.P.,  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  providing 
facilities  for  the  study  of  tropical  diseases,  an  influential 
committee  of  Liverpool  merchants,  carrying  on  trade  with 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  was  formed,  underthe  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  A.  L.  Jor.es,  of  Messrs  Elder,  Dempster  &  Co.  Mr. 

Jones,  whose  firm  does 
a  large  share  of  the 
African  trade,  under- 
took to  provide  a  sum 
of  350Z  anoually,  and 
other  merchants  pro- 
mised subscriptions 
amounting  to  9001.  per 
annum.  Up  to  Sep- 
tember 7  of  this  year 
the  total  amount  of 
subscriptions  and 
donations  received  had 
reached  the  sum  of 
2918£.  It  is  particu- 
larly appropriate  that 
the  city  of  Liverpool 
should  be  the  first  to 
inaugurate  a  school  of 
tropical  medicine,  as 
to  this  port  are  brought 
the  greatest  number  of 
patients  suffering  from 
malaria  and  other  tro- 
pical diseases,  with  the 
exception  of  Netley, 
which  is  kept  supplied 
by  soldiers  invalided 
home.  The  unfortu- 
nate death  of  Captain 
the  Hon.  Richard 
Somerset,  of  b'ackwater  fe\er,  in  the  Royal  Southern  Hospi- 
tal of  Liverpool,  also  helped  to  remind  the  city  of  the  neces- 
sity for  the  provision  of  adequate  teaching  in  tropical 


A.  L.  Jones,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  Liverpool  School 
of  Tropical  Diseases. 


Hubert  Boyce,  M.B. 
Professor  of  Pathology,  University  College,  Liverpool. 

diseases.  In  an  address'  delivered1'  before  the  Foreign 
Consuls'  Association,  Professor  Rubert  Boyce  set  forth  the 
scope  of  the  new  school  of  tropical  diseases: — To  instruct 
medical  men  in  diseases  occurring  in  tropical  countries;  to 
give  short  courses  to  missionaries  and  others  ;  to  train  nurses 


about  to  proceed  to  these  countries;  and  to  encourage 
research. 

The  staff  of  the  School  consists  of  a  special  lecturer  in 
tropical  medicine,  Major  Ronald  Ross,  D.P  H.,  M.RC.S., 
I. M.S. ;  the  professor  of  pathology  at  University  College. 
Professor  Robert  Boyce;  the  demonstrator  of  tropical 
medicine,  Mr.  H  E.  Annett,  M.B.,  D.P.H. ;  and  the  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  the  Royal  Southern  Hospital  (Tropical 
Diseases  Ward). 

Owing  to  its  close  proximity  to  the  docks  the  Royal 
Southern  Hospital  receives  annually  a  large  number  of  cases 
of  malaria  and  other  tropical  diseases.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  some  years  ago  the  Government  subsidised  a 
number  of  the  beds  in  this  Hospital  for  the  use  of  soldiers 
invalided  home  from  the  Asbanti  War. 

The  Royal  Southern  Hospital  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  School  a  well- lighted  and  ventilated  ward,  a  labora- 


Tropical  Diseases  Ward,  Royal  Southern  Hospital, 
Liverpool. 

tory  for  the  immediate  examination  of  excreta  and  for 
clinical  research,  an  isolation  ward,  and  a  ward-sister's  room 

The  Thompson- Yates  laboratories  of  University  College,  of 
which  views  are  given  on  page  854,  have  set  apart  for  the  study 
of  tropical  diseases  a  practical  class-room,  capable  of  accom- 
modating sixty  workers,  fitted  with  electric  light,  gas,  and 
water-supply  to  each  student's  bench,  two  electric  lanterns 
and  micro- projection  lamps,  and  a  large  collection  of  slides 
illustrative  of  tropical  diseases,  mostly  presented  by  Dr. 
Patrick  Manson.  The  pathological  museum  contains  some 
3,000  specimens,  including  many  examples  of  tropical 
diseases,  as  bilharzia  and  malaria. 

In  the  separa'e  bacteriological  laboratory  there  are 
incubator-room,  a  centrifuge,  a  bacterial- mill  room,  a 
refrigerator-room,  a  laboratory  for  chemical  pathology,  and 
photographic  rooms. 

The  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Diseases  was  inaugurated 
on  April  22  of  this  year  by  Lord  Lister  declaring  the  Henry 
Thompson  Ward  of  the  Royal  Southern  Hospital  set  apart 
for  the  treatment  of  special  cases  of  tropical  diseases.  The 
President  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  declaring  the  ward  open, 
paid  a  very  high  tribute  to  the  city  of  Liverpool  and  the 
staff  of  the  school,  and  congratulated  them  on  having 
secured  the  services  of  so  distinguished  an  authority  on 
tropical  diseases  as  Major  Ross.  At  the  banquet  which 
followed  the  inauguration  of  the  School  Lord  Lister  spoke 
of  the  advantages  of  the  School  to  Liverpool  students, 
and  of  the  encouragement  given  to  its  foundation  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary. 

On  June  12  Major  Ross  delivered  the  inaugural  address 
(to  which  we  have  referred),  at  the  invitation  of  the  Senate, 
in  the  Arts  Theatre  of  University  College,  which  was  well 
attended  by  merchants,  medical  men,  and  others  interested 
in  the  subject.  Early  in  August  an  expedition  set  out  to 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa  with  a  view  of  finding  the  malarial 
mosquito  there.  This  included  Major  Ross,  Dr.  Annett,  and 
Mr.  Austin  (dipterist  to  the  expedition).  On  August  21 
Major  Ross  telfgrapheJ  to  Mr.  A.  L.  Jones  that  he  had 
identified  the  malaria-bearing  mosquito  in  Sierra  Leone,  and 
asked  for  further  skilled  workers  to  proceed  there  to  help 
him  to  work  it  out.  In  response  to  this  appeal  Mr.  R. 
Fielding- Ould,  M  B.,  Oxon.,  a  distinguished  student  in  the 
Liverpool  School,  who  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  special 
research  in  the  Thompson-Yat-es  laboratories,  set  out  to  help 
Major  Ross.    Dr.  Fielding-Ould  may  be  remembered  by 
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pharmacists  as  the  writer  of  the  letter  giving  expression  to 
forcible  views  on  the  Lord  Chancellor's  proposed  Pharmacy 
Act.  As  one  might  expect  from  a  descendant  of  Sir  R. 
Fielding  Ould,  who  brought  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington 
into  the  world,  Dr  Fielding-Oald  threw  into  the  expedition 
his  well-known  energy,  and  still  remains  on  the  West  Coast 
to  continue  his  investigations.  Major  Boss,  Dr.  Annett,  and 
Mr.  Austin  have  returned,  and  are  now  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  School  of  Tropical  Diseases.  The  syllabus  of 
the  classes  may  be  had  in  four  languages,  this  being  a 
good  indication  that  foreign  investigators  as  well  as  British 
workers  will  be  afforded  facilities  for  the  study  of  tropical 
diseases  which  the  school  provides. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  attending  the  school  natives 
of  America,  Belgium,  France,  and  Sweden,  in  addition  to 
several  British  medical  men  attached  to  the  army,  and  a 
well-known  Japanese  professor  is  expected  about  January. 

[We  desire  to  express  our  thanks  to  Major  Ross  for  photo- 
micrographs lent  to  illustrate  this  article.  Unfortunately,  in 
the  process  of  reproduction  the  detail  of  these  has  been  so 
reduced  that  we  print  only  one  of  them.  The  Liverpool 
University  College  students'  journal,  Sphinx,  has  lent  us  the 
engravings  of  the  Thompson- Yates  laboratories,  and  of  Pro- 
fessor Boyce. — Ed.] 


personalities. 


Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  the  late 
Sir  Edward  Frankland  in  the  work  of  analysing  the  water 
supplied  by  the  London  water  companies. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Bryant  has  resigned  his  position  as  assistant  to 
Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Nay  lor  in  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis's 
laboratories,  to  take  up  an  appointment  with  Messrs.  Philip, 
Harris  &  Co  ,  manufacturing  chemists,  Birmingham. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Plymouth  Shakespeare  Literary  Society 
on  November  17,  Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney  read  an  interesting 
paper  on  "Twelfth  Night"  Chemists  who  attended  the 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Plymouth  will  remember  Mr. 
Davy  Turney  as  the  energetic  local  secretary. 

The  Davy  Medal  of  the  Royal  Society  has  been  awarded 
to  Dr.  Edward  Schunck,  F.R.S.,  of  Manchester,  ex-President 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  in  recognition  of  his 
discoveries  respecting  madder,  indigo,  and  other  dyes.  The 
Copley  medal  for  distinction  in  physical  science  "has  been 
awarded  to  Lord  Bay leigh,  F.R.S.  These  and  other  medals 
will  be  conferred  on  St.  Andrew's  Day. 

Brother  Arthur  Humphreys  S.W.  (managing  director, 
Bleasdale  Limited,  York),  was  on  November  13  installed  in 
the  chair  of  K.  S.  at  the  Eboracum  Lodge,  1611.  The 
ceremony  was  a  record  in  point  of  attendance,  there  being 
81  members  present  including  26  installed  masters.  At  the 
installation  banquet  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  which  was  a  brilliant 
affair,  76  guests  were  present,  and  an  admirable  musical 
programme  was  well  carried  oat. 


Camphor- production  in  Florida.— The  camphor-tree 
is  one  of  the  best  to  grow  in  Florida,  according  to  an  Orlando 
grower,  who  writes  to  an  American  contemporary  as 
follows  : — "  The  growing  of  camphor-trees  in  groves  is  now 
becoming  a  good  business  in  Florida.  Thousands  of  trees 
are  being  planted  every  year.  The  piesent  process  of  cutting 
off  part  of  the  top  of  the  trees  at  a  time,  and  distilling  the 
leaves  and  twigs,  does  not  in  the  least  injure  the  tree. 
When  the  trees  are  three  years  old  the  grower  takes  off 
about  one-third  of  the  leaves  and  twigs.  These  trees  will 
produce  about  1  lb.  of  camphor  per  year,  and  when 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  old  will  produce  3  to  4  lbs. 
The  usual  custom  is  to  plant  about  300  trees  per  acre, 
and  as  land  is  cheap  and  trees  are  worth  about  $35  per 
1,000  (one  year  old),  it  costs  but  little  to  make  a  paying 
camphor-plantation.  The  cost  of  labour  cuts  but  a  small 
figure,  and  when  the  question  of  manufacture  and  duty  of 
custom-house  is  added  to  the  imported  article  it  can  readily 
be  seen  that  camphor  can  be  made  to  pay  in  Florida." 


HDarriaae, 


Pilkington-Kay.— On  November  14.  at  St.  John's  Wes- 
leyan  Church,  Colwyn  Bay,  John  Pilkington,  chemist,  Brook- 
lands,  Cheshire  (formerly  of  Baxton),  to  Minnie,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Councillor  Henry  Kay,  of  Middleton, 
Lanes. 


Deatba. 


Crompton. — On  November  3,  Mr.  William  Crompton, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Bury.    Aged  65. 

Dunscombe. — November  15,  at  105  Leinster  Road,  Rath- 
mines,  Dublin,  Arthur,  son  of  C.  W.  Dunscombe,  late  of 
Hamilton  Long  &  Oo.'s  state  pharmacy,  Lower  Sackville 
Street. 

Geraut. — On  November  20,  at  Rams-gate,  Eugurie  Geraut. 
Aged  74.  Mr.  Gerau1;  was  born  at  Cousey-le-Chaceau,  France, 
and  came  to  England  fifty  years  ago.  Mr.  Geraut  is  well 
known  in  the  trade  as  almost,  if  not  the  first,  introducer  of 
seltzogenes  and  syphons  in  this  country.  Mr.  Geraut, 
although  not  having  been  actively  engaged  in  his  large 
syphon- business  for  the  last  few  years,  had  patented  the 
"  Clip  "  seltzogene  and  the  ebonite- lined  syphon  within  the 
last  ten  years.  He  leaves  a  family  of  three  married  daughters  ; 
the  eldest,  who  has  been  associated  with  her  father  and 
has  practically  managed  the  business  for  many  years, 
will  continue  to  do  so.  Mr.  Geraut  had  been  ailiDg  for 
several  years,  but  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  an 
apoplectic  seizure. 

Hodsoll. — On  November  11,  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Hodsoll, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Shepherdess  Walk,  London,  N. 
Aged  72, 

Pest  AN  A. — On  November  15  at  Lisbon,  Dr.  Camara 
Pestana.  Dr.  Pestana  was  chief  of  the  Bacteriological 
Institute  at  Lisbon,  and  a  most  accomplished  bacternlogist, 
although  his  contributions  to  science,  being  written  in 
Portuguese,  are  little  known.  Dr.  Pestana  died  of  plague, 
which  he  contracted  whilst  studying  the  disease  at  Oporto. 

Tiemann. — On  November  14,  at  Meran,  Professor  Johann 
Carl  Wilhelm  Ferdinand  Tiemann.  of  heart-disease  Dr. 
Ferdinand  Tiemann  was  born  at  Riibeland  in  1848.  He 
became  a  Ph  D  of  Gottingen  in  1870,  and  in  1882  was 
appointed  professor  of  chemistry  in  Berlin  University,  and 
from  that  time  undertook  until  qnite  recently  the  Editorship 
of  the  Berichtc  of  the  German  Chemical  Society.  By  the 
death  of  Dr.  Ferdinand  Tiemann  scientific  chemistry  loses 
one  of  its  ablest  exponents.  It  is  given  to  the  lot  of  very 
few  chemists  to  achieve  successes,  which  are  at  the  same 
time  brilliant  scientifically  and  commercially,  not  only  on  a 
single  occasion,  but  for  many  years.  Yet  this  is  what 
Tiemann  has  done.  His  early  work  on  the  preparation  of 
artificial  vanillin  from  the  gluooside  coniferin,  followed  by  its 
production  from  eugenolin  1876,  is  classical ;  bis  quite  recent 
triumphant  discovery  of  ionone  is  even  now  the  cause  of  law- 
suits. Between  these  two  pieces  of  work — each  sufficient  to 
make  a  reputation  and  a  fortune — are  many  others,  which  are 
too  numerous  to  detail.  Of  the  most  recent  it,  is  sufficient  to 
mention  the  masterly  researches  on  the  alcohols  of  the 
geraniol  series,  and  on  citral ;  upon  the  latter  body  he  was, 
par  excellence,  the  authority.  But  perhaps  to  the  purely 
scientific  world  he  will  be  chiefly  remembered,  on  account  of 
his  wonderful  researches  on  camphor.  Amongst  the  little 
group  o£  workers  who  tackled  this  quite  mysterious  body  a 
few  years  back,  no  one  did  so  much  towards  elucidating  the 
problems  involved  as  Tiemann,  and  the  writer  remembers 
Professor  Armstrong  once  saying  at  Burlington  House, 
"  Every  page  of  Tiemann's  work  bears  the  impress  of  genius." 
Tiemann  was  the  chief  scientific  member  of  the  firm  of 
Haarmann  &  Reimer,  of  Holzminden.  He  was  in  England 
a  few  months  back  giviDg  evidence  in  the  action  recently 
decided  in  the  Law  Courts  as  to  the  validity  of  the  ionone 
patent.  It  is  not  going  too  far  to  say  that  in  Tiemann  we 
have  lost  the  ablest  chemist  who  has  jet  attacked  the 
problems  relating  to  perfumery-substances,  and  his  loss  will 
be  very  hard  to  replace.  Dr.  Tiemann  was  brotber-in-law  of 
the  famous  chemist  A.  W.  von  Hofmann  and  a  son-in-law 
of  Kuno  Fucher. 


858 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  25,  1899 


Mar  motes. 


at  or  about  the  local  wholesale  prices.  With  me  it  was 
purely  optional :  perhaps,  had  I  refused,  commandeering 
might  have  been  later  on  resorted  to.    I  was  only  too  glad — 


OrjB  Johannesburg  Oobbespondent's  letters  continue 
to  be  very  interesting.    The  last  received  is  as  follows  : — 

Durban,  October  28,  1899. 

Mr.  Butters  is  the  only  British  chemist  I  know  of  in 
Johannesburg  who  has  been  allowed  to  keep  open.  Three 
English  doctors,  forty-six  English  nurses,  and  the  matron 
were  turned  out  of  the  Johannesburg  hospital  as  being 
untrustworthy,  and  put  out  of  the  State  by  the  Boers  and 
by  a  German,  Dr.  Mangold. 

Mr.  Davies,  an  English  qualified  chemist,  dispenser  at  the 
hospital,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  in  the  hospital  the 
morning  after  the  nurses  left.  We  cannot  ascertain  the 
cause,  or  whether  he  has  been  a  victim  of  foul  play.  The 
previous  evening  he  was  fit  and  well  as  usual. 

Indian  natives  did  good  work  on  the  battlefields  at 
Glencoe  and  Elandslaagte  bringing  in  the  wounded  to  the 
field  hospital,  which  is  very  well  equipped. 

I  counted  no  fewer  then  fourteen  Johannesburg  chemists 
yesterday  fishing  or  bathing  in  the  sea.  They  are  all  getting 
fat  and  brown,  and  are  the  youngest  lot  of  chemists  in  busi- 
ness I  have  ever  seen. 

Mb.  H.  Tbembath,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  has  been 
carrying  on  business  for  the  last  ten  years  in  Johannesburg, 
and  who  has  arrived  in  England  to  wait  till  peace  is  in  sight, 
sends  us  the  followirg  interesting  experiences  : — 
^Pharmacy  in  the  Transvaal  was  on  the  eve  of  being  placed 
on  a  working  basis  when  the  Jameson  Raid  took  place  and 
threw  the  whole  country  into  such  a  turmoil,  politically, 

that  for  some  two  or 
three  years  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society 
could  do  little  but 
exist.  As  things  once 
more  assumed  their 
normal  state  the 
Society  again  tackled 
the  Government,  and 
met  with  great  en- 
couragement ;  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of 
events  pharmacy 
would  soon  have  re- 
ceived special  legis- 
lation. 

After  the  present 
hostilities,  no  doubt 
we  shall  be  placed 
under  similar  laws  to 
those  existing  in  the 
South  African  colo- 
nies.   Ever  since  the 
Raid,  business  has  more  or  less  been  spasmodic,  up  and  down 
with  the  slightest  change  in  the  share- market,  which  is  the 
pulse  to  general  business  in  Johannesburg. 

The  exodus  of  people  from  the  Rand  began  early  in  May 
of  this  year,  and  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  September, 
when  business  practically  ceased,  things  have  been  getting 
worse.  This  meant  a  very  severe  loss  to  all  chemists,  and, 
perhaps,  was  felt  more  keenly  by  me  than  by  any  other 
chemist,  as  I  had  two  businesess  in  the  residential  suburbs, 
where  the  people  could  afford  to  clear  out  as  the  fancy  took 
them. 

This  particular  district  (Doornfontein)  for  the  whole  of 
September  looked  more  like  a  deserted  village  than  a  place 
where  there  was  usually  plenty  of  life  and  traffic.  Person- 
ally speaking,  I  felt  thankful  when  the  crisis  came  that  I 
could  close  up  shop  with  a  certain  amount  of  grace.  I 
notice  that  your  correspondent  (C  $  D.,  October  28,  page  697) 
writes  of  the  Government  commandeeiing  drugs,  &c,  from 
the  chemists  to  the  extent  of  5,0002.  Well,  this  was  not  my 
experience,  and  I  helptd  to  contribute.  The  Pretoria 
authorities  placed  an  order  for  that  amount  with  a  German 
firm,  who  went,  I  believe,  to  all  the  chief  chemists,  and 
asked  if  they  could  spare  such  things  as  lint  and  bandages 


Mr.  H.  Teembath. 


One  of  Mr.  Trembatk's  shop;,  showing  method  of 
barricading  the  windows  with  sheet  steel. 

like  most  others,  I  expect — to  get  rid  of  the  stock,  especially 
in  perishable  lines,  such  as  drainage- tubing  and  oiled  silk — 
and  know  to  whom  I  was  to  look  to  for  payment. 

I  noticed  in  the  list  large  quantities  of  "  tabloid  "  drugs, 
such  as  quinine,  ipecac,  sine  emetine,  and  cascara ;  also 
"  soloid  "  drugs  and  antiseptic  gauzes. 

The  impression  I  got  was  that  the  medical  supplies  were 
the  last  consideration  of  the  Boers,  for  their  forces  had 
already  left  for  the  border,  whilst  the  British  sent  their 
supplies  long  before  reinforcements  arrived  in  the  country. 
This  impression  was  later  on  confirmed  at  Delagoa  by  a 
medical  friend,  who  assured  me  that  a  doctor,  who  had 
command  of  a  Holland  corps,  had  come  to  him  prior  to 
leaving,  and  wanted  to  buy  a  set  of  instruments,  as  he  could 
not  get  any  from  headquarters. 

During  the  last  week  of  September  events  commenced  to 
move  with  such  rapidity  that  most  people  decided  to  close 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  business  was  nil,  assistants 
leaving,  and  there  was  nothing  to  be  gained  by  keeping 
open.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  on 
September  27,  which  is  interesting  reading ;  the  original  I 
have  in  my  possession  here  : — 

26/9/99. 

Dear  Sir, —  As  you  were  very  kind  to  me  on  one  occasion, 
giving  me  medicine  on  credit  when  I  was  very  ill,  I  wish  to  repay 
you  by  giving  you  tke  following  information,  wkick  you  will  find 
of  the  greatest  service : — 

It  has  been  decided  by  tke  commandants  in  Pretoria  to  karass 
and  annoy  tke  Britisk  Uitlanders  in  Johannesburg  during  war  as 
muck  as  possible,  and,  if  circumstances  will  rjermit,  to  destroy 
tke  town.  Several  ckemists'  goods  will  be  commandeered,  and 
tke  ckemists  witk  tkem,  to  go  to  tke  front — that  is  (border 
laager),  Walkerstroom,  &c. — when  you  may  expect  a  rough  time. 
Yours  truly, 

A  Burgher  Official's  Wife. 

Well,  on  September  30  I  closed  up  my  three  businesses 
all  being  previously  barricaded  [a  photograph  of  one  is  given 
herewith],  and  took  up  my  abode  with  my  brother-in-law, 
the  manager  of  Ferreira  Gold-mining  Company. 

My  Dame  was  sent  as  one  of  the  Ferreira  staff  in  order 
to  get  a  permit,  for  up  to  now  I  had  no  intention  of  leaving ; 
in  fact,  I  had  a  room  fitted  up  on  the  mine-property  as  a 
dispensary,  and  was  to  act  as  chemist  to  the  company.  On 
October  2  we  were  told  by  the  Minirjg  Commissioner  of 
Johannesburg  that  no  British  subjects  would  get  permits, 
and  the  sooner  we  cleared  the  better.  This  was  at  last 
something  straight  and  official ;  so  the  mine  was  closed 
down  immediately,  all  hands  paid  off,  and  that  afternoon 
we  left,  via  Pietoria,  on  our  way  to  Delagoa  Bay. 

We  travelU  d,  of  course,  in  trucks,  and  had  to  put  up  with 
th«  insults  with  which  you  are  now  all  familiar. 

I  fortunately  took  the  precaution  to  put  some  candles  in 
my  handbag  (my  sole  luggage)  and  so  could  light  up  our 
darkness.    At  daybreak  the  following  morning  we  found 
that  our  lnxuiious  tirst-class  cattle-truck  contained  fifty 
I  persons,  four  of  whom  were  women,  each  occupant  sitting  on 
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his  bag,  having  passed  the  eight  as  best  he  could,  thankful 
to  know  that  he  was  bound  for  the  frontier. 

On  arriving  at  Cape  Town  I  saw  that  it  meant  a  few 
months'  loafing,  so  I  immediately  booked  my  passage  per 
Scot,  sailing  the  following  afternoon,  my  family  having  been 
in  England  since  May  last. 

As  soon  as  there  is  any  prospect  of  settlement  I  intend 
leaving  England,  and  hope  to  be  one  of  the  first  back  on  the 
goldfields. 

The  Queen's  Oedek  for  chocolate  for  the  troops  has 
been  divided  among  Messrs.  Oadbury,  Fry,  and  Rowntree. 
There  are  to  be  90,000  |  lb.  packages,  each  enclosed  in  a 
specially-made  and  decorated  tin.  The  quantity  of  chocolate 
required  works  out  at  about  20  tons. 

The  Bebkefeld  Filteb  Compant  have  just  finished 
an  installation  of  their  filters  on  board  the  Princess  of  Wales 
hospital-ship,  so  that  all  the  water  on  board  will  be  obtaited 
for  use  perfectly  germ-free. 

The  directors  of  "  Cerebos  Salt"  have  offered  the  War 
Office  4,800  tins  of  their  salt  for  the  troops  in  South  Africa. 

Wab  Fund. — Oontiibutions  during  the  past  week  have 
been  notified  as  follows : — 


Blundell,  Spence  & 
Co.  (Limited) 

Davy,  Hill  &  Son, 
Yates  &  Hicks  ... 

Rogers  Brothers  ... 

J.  C.  &  J.  Field 
(Limited) 

Hearon,    Squire  & 


The  Mincing  Lane  Fund  on  Wednesday  amounted  to  10,3467. 
odd.    The  list  closes  on  Friday. 


£ 

8. 

d. 

Brandram  Brothers 

£ 

s. 

d. 

105 

0 

0 

&  Co.  (Limited) ... 

21 

0 

0 

Fred  Boelim 

10  10 

0 

26 

5 

0 

Prof.  &  Mrs.  Dewar 

10 

10 

0 

26 

5 

0 

Alex.  S.  Pickering  .. 

10 

0 

0 

M.  Heidemans 

5 

5 

0 

21 

0 

0 

W.  Charity  &  Sons 

5 

0 

0 

C.  Mangold  

5 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

Samuel  Lambert  ... 

2 

2 

0 

A.  C.  Puddy 

1 

1 

0 

Business  Cbanges. 


Mb.  J.  Walton,  chemist,  has  opened  a  pharmacy  at 
1  Alexandra  Terrace,  South  Margate. 

The  Albany  Road  Dbug-stoees  have  opened  a  business 
at  220  Albany  Road,  Camberwell,  S.E. 

The  Fabbweeke  voem.  Meisteb,  Lucius  &  Bbunning, 
have  removed  their  London  office  from  46  to  51  St.  Mary 
Axe,  E  C. 

Me.  J.  Laycock,  chemist  and  druggist,  New  King's  Road, 
Hurlingham,  N.W.,  has  just  opened  a  branch  at  86  High 
Street,  Egham. 

Mb.  Kingzett,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Evesham,  has 
put  chased  Messrs.  Marshall  &  Co.'s  business  at  Streatham 
Hill,  London,  S.W. 

Messes.  H.  G.  Woodliffe  &  Co.,  chemists,  will  shortly 
open  a  chemist's  business  at  Coleherne  Teirace,  Richmond 
Road,  Earl's  Court,  S.W. 

Me.  Gbiffith,  chemist,  late  of  the  Medical  Hall,  Canter- 
bury, has  purchased  the  business  of  Mestrs.  Colk  &  Williams, 
Bishop's  Road,  Paddington,  N.W. 

Messes.  C.  Mitohell  &  Co.,  advertising-contractors, 
have  removed  to  new  premises  in  Snow  Hill,  B.C.,  which  are 
in  future  to  be  known  as  Mitchell  House. 


Russian  v.  U.S.  Peteoleum. — At  the  present  time  it  is 
estimated  that  no  less  than  4.000.000Z  of  British  capital  has 
been  invested  in  the  Russian  petroleum  industry  during  the 
past  three  years.  Prior  t  >  the  introduction  of  foreign  capital 
it  was  found  impossible  for  Russian  oil  to  compete  with 
American  petroleum,  owing  to  the  more  jerfect  organisa- 
tion of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  but  ir,  is  now  able  to 
compete  with  the  latter  in  open  market.  16  is  stated  that 
the  sale  of  Russian  oil  in  both  the  German  and  English 
markets  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  concessions  in 
freights,  whilst  the  exports  to  the  Bast  continue  to  increase. 


advertising  3fc>eas. 

Retail  Pbioe-list. 

Messrs.  Shield,  Mill  &  Jack,  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
102  High  Street,  Arbroath,  have  issued  a  very  complete 
price-list  of  chemists'  articles.  The  list  is  an  inclusive  one, 
as,  besides  drugs  and  proprietary  articles,  it  deals  with 
aerated  waters,  photographic  apparatus,  spectacles,  and 
wines  and  spirits. 

BOVEIL'S  FlEEWOBKS. 

The  latest  advertising  idea  of  the  Bovril  Company  is  a 
pyrotechnical  display.  This  was  carried  out  at  Liverpool, 
and  was  witnessed  by  25,000  people,  admittance  to  the 
ground  being  by  free  tickets  giveD  to  purchasers  of  bottles 
of  bovril.  Every  conceivable  description  of  firework  was 
provided,  but  the  features  were  the  set -pieces  descriptive  of 
the  naval  brigade  working  their  guns  at  Ladysmith  and 
other  incidents,  and  the  well-known  "Alas!  my  poor 
brother  "  picture. 

"  A  Veey  Stbiking  Ticket  "  has  been  designed  by 
E.  Baily,  chemist,  Ramsgate,  and  he  sends  us  a  photograph 


of  it,  which  we  have  had  reproduced.  It  is  24  by  20  inches, 
"countercharged"  in  black  and  white,  but  may  be  in  any 
other  strongly-contrasting  colours. 

"Wab!    Wae!!  Wae!!!" 

Another  of  the  many  instances  of  the  blending  of  business 
and  patriotism  is  provided  by  Messrs.  Walker  &  Harris, 
chemists,  Canterbury,  who  have  been  advertising  that  all 
their  receipts  from  the  sale  of  "  Ozo  "  during  a  week  are  to 
be  given  to  the  Mansion  House  Fund.  They  rather 
spoil  their  advertisement  by  "giving  their  imitators  a 
chance,"  offering  to  extend  their  offer  for  one  month  pro- 
vided any  oilier  chemist  in  Canterbury  agrees  for  the  same 
length  of  time  to  give  the  whole  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
any  one  medicinal  speciality  of  his  own,  subject  to  an 
undertaking  that  the  same  amount  shall  be  equal  at  least  to 
that  derived  from  the  sale  of  "Ozo"  for  one  month,  and 
vice  versa.    An  offer  of  this  kind  is  best  arranged  privately. 

Poexey  and  Cough-mixtuees, — To  aid  the  Transvaal 
War  Relief  Fund,  Mr.  J.  Young,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Torquay,  offers  a  shilling  art  copy  of  Kipling's  poem,  "The 
Absent-minded  Beggar,"  to  every  purchaser  of  a  2s.  Qd.  bottle 
of  his  "  Sally-come- up  "  cough- mixture.  Messrs.  Dysons 
(Limited),  Mexborough,  are  contributing  to  the  Fund  2s.  Qd. 
from  the  sale  of  the  two  sizes  of  their  cough- mixture. 
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©ur  Gown  traveller. 


IN  Cheapside  just  now  there  is  a  novtlty  in  window- 
dressing  which  has  nothiog  whatever  to  do  with  phar- 
macy, yet  I  cannot  resist  mentioning  it:  to  describe  it 
accurately  were  futile.  The  sbop  belongs  to  the  Something 
Diamond  Company,  and  has  a  doable  front.  The  diamonds 
seem  to  be  of  the  rock-crystal  order,  and  huge  masses  of  the 
crystal  in  the  rough  are  exhibited.  It  appears  to  be  essential 
tbat  the  cut  stones  should  be  exhibited  by  artificial  light,  so 
the  two  windows  have  been  canopied  irjside,  and  lined  with  a 
rich  brownish-purple  velvet.  Strings  of  electric  lights  (in 
obscured  glass)  go  right  round  the  windows,  and  are  dotted 
here  and  there  on  the  velvet-covered  walls  and  sill, 
while  tiny  tots  of  lights  make  frames  to  the  showcards  which 
invite  the  passer-by  to  invest  a  crown  in  a  dashing  scarf-pin 
or  engagement-ring.  The  sun-blinds  in  front  are  down  all 
day  so  as  to  give  the  requisite  shade  to  the  setting,  and  there 
are  details  in  the  window  which  doubtless  contribute  to  the 
exceptional  impression  which  they  have  made  upon  my  mind ; 
but  the  main  idea  is  to  enclose  the  window  from  top  to 
bottom  with  a  dark  material,  and  light  it  up  with  electiic 
glow-lamps  Whatever  you  show  in  such  a  setting — 
Christmas  goods  of  any  kind,  e  g.,  cut-glass  bottles  and 
sprinklers — is  bound  to  look  well  from  early  morn  to  dewy 
eve,  and  if  you  can  say,  as  the  Diamond  Company  does,  ''ADy 
article  in  this  window  5s  ,"  you  go  far  towards  the  creation 
of  new  business.  But  the  Editor  will  be  telling  me  that  this 
is  not  my  business.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  digression.  The  windows 
caught  my  eye  as  I  was  returning  from  a  call  at 

May,  Roberts  &  Co.'s 

showroom  in  Olerkenwell  Road.  It  requires  some  courage 
for  anyone  in  the  shape  of  a  traveller  to  look  in 
there — at  least  that  is  my  feeling — for  all  around  one  is 
evidence  of  how  business  can  be  built  up  without  travellers. 
From  the  front  of  the  premises  to  the  back  there  is  a  con- 
stant filtration  of  business.  Mr.  Roberts  sits  in  his  office  in 
the  front,  and  from  there  to  every  part  of  the  large  ware- 
house life  streams  out  like  threads  of  protoplasm  from  a 
nucleus  to  a  cell- wall.  It  is  visibly  so  in  the  telephone- 
wires,  and  the  alertness,  orderliness,  and  precision  all  through 
tell  how  it  is  that  Mr.  Roberts  has  made  business  sans 
travellers  possible.  Perhaps  it  is  not  generally  known  that 
this  leading  druggists'- sundries  establishment  is  fashioned, 
so  far  as  business  is  concerned,  on  the  percolator  principle. 
Goods  and  orders  (marc  and  menstruum)  go  in  at  the  front, 
and  the  completed  and  packed  orders  (the  finished  perco- 
late) are  taken  away  by  carriers,  whose  waiting-place  is  at 
the  back  of  the  premises.  Confusion  is  impossible,  although 
in  some  respects  the  process  of  filling  orders  is  in  the  nature 


of  upward  percolation,  because  there  is  one  outlet,  and  it  is 
not  the  intake.  That  is  where  many  otherwise  well-regu- 
lated establishments  break  down. 

The  foregoing  is  in  the  nature  of  "observations  and 
reflections."  I  must  noi  confine  myself  strictly  to  observa- 
tions on  the  new  things  tbat  I  saw  in  the  showroom.  And 
first,  for  the  cold  weather,  there  is  a  series  of  indiarobber 
hot-water  bags,  not  made  in  Germany,  yet  verv  cheap. 
They  are  offered  in  five  sizes,  1  to  5  quarts,  at  2s.  Id.  to  3s. 
each,  therefore  very  cheap.     Bash  bag  has  an  eyelet 


attachment  to  the  base  into  which  a  tape  may  be  in- 
serted in  order  to  tie  the  bag  round  the  body.  The  material 
is  good,  flexible  rubber,  and  the  bags  meet  the  Canadian 
ideal— "  nothing  in  this  line  more  than  a  dollar."  Next  I 
was  shown  some  handsome  crystal  toilet-bottles  which 
struck  me  as  being  very  cheap  considering  their  appearance, 
and  my  inquiries  elicited  the  fact  that  these  bottles  (there 
are  two  shown  in  the  engravings)  are  really  moulded  with 
exceptional  care,  and  are  finished  off  by  the  glass-engraver, 
the  s*oppers,  however,  being  entirely  cut.  They  are  excellent 
for  either  salts  or  perfumes.  At  present,  by  the  way,  there 
isagTeat  scarcity  of  glass  goods,  and.the  demand  is  exception- 
ally large.  Prices  have  gone  up  in  sympathy  with  the 
advance  in  labour  rates,  and  the  war  seems  to  have 
had  some  effect  too  Another  line  in  bottles  which 
I  saw  in  M  ,  R  &  Co.'s  is  a  new  series  of  shop-rounds 
with  suDk  glass  labels,  which  are  made  in  London,  so  that 
buyers  can  have  the  labels  printed  or  decorated  in  any  style 
they  like  The  firm  are  to  make  a  speciality  of  these.  I 
may  also  mention  the  Delmonico  wood  toothpick,  which 
they  have  added  to  their  stock  A  box  of  500  retails  at  6d., 
and  each  toothpick  is  finished  with  a  smooth  cylindrical 
surface.  The  firm  have  now  a  very  complete  speciality- 
packing  department,  under  the  charge  of  a  competent  phar- 
macist, and  are  always  extending  their  list  of  specialities. 
Seasonable  lines  are  cod-liver  oil  and  cod-liver-oil  emulsion, 
each  put  up  in  a  handsome  carton,  eucalyptus  oil,  B  P.,  and 
flavouring -es-ences.    These  are  pat  up  in  good  style. 

The  Home  of  the  Golden  Lily. 

The  species  to  which  I  specially  refer  has  its  habitat  in 
Southwark,  and  is  of  the  natural  order  Umniaceece.  The 
environment  is  not  such  as  would  naturally  be  expected, 
for  few  people,  I  imagine,  would  look  for  golden  lilies  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  gigantic  Galloway  engine  or  amid  the  clangour 
of  mills,  mixers,  and '•  Devil "  disintegrators.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  the  flower— or,  more  properly  speaking,  its 
essence — is  to  be  found  in  full  fragrance  in 
the  showroom  of  Messrs  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney  (Limited)  at  their  new  manufacturing 
premise',  Park  Street,  Southwark.  I  in- 
spected this  cosy  retreat  and  its  environs  the 


other  day  under  the  painstaking  supervision 
of  Mr.  Ernest  Umney,  and  saw  many  things 
to  worjder  at.  There  were  powder-milling 
and  malt-manufacturiDg  on  a  large  scale. 
But  that  is  another  sio  y.  My  particular 
business  was  to  inspect  the  firm's  new  seiies  of  Christmas 
specialities,  and  everything  in  that  line  was  more  or  less 
"Golden  Lily."  There  was,  first  of  all,  the  "  Golden  Lily" 
perfume — an  exquisite  production,  beautifully  got-up  in 
panelled  stoppered  bottles,  in  elegant  boxes,  with  a  very 
pretty  block  label.  Each  bottle  is  tastefully  capped,  and 
tied  with  a  delicate  golden-tinted  ribbon — the  effect,  indeed, 
so  charming  that  I  take  me  down  the  office  harpsichord  :  — 

"  Ripe  in  fragrance,  rich  and  rare 

Dainty,  neat,  and  debonnaire, 
We  are  wafted  to  the  realms  of  the  Nirvana. 

By  its  subtle  charm  it  tends 

For  grim  care  to  make  amends — 
The  Golden  Lily  Series  TJmiiiana." 

The  series  includes,  besides  the  perfume,  a  toilet  and  a 
shaving  soap,  packed  in  bright-coloured  boxes,  a  sachet,  and 
a  brilliantine.  An  artificial  reproduction  of  the  flowers, 
with  the  parts  as  faithfully  portrayed  botanically  as  possible, 
is  sent  out  in  varying  quantities  along  with  showcards, 
according  to  the  size  of  the  order,  to  those  customers  de- 
sirous of  making  a  nice  window-display.     The  "Golden 
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Lily  "  perfumed  tablets  must  not  be  forgotten.  These  are 
put  in  wide-mouth  bottles  with  a  hard-metal  screw-top,  and 
are  a  joy  to  smokers,  or  anyone  in  want  of  an  agreeable 
cachou.  Amongst  perfumes  which  promise  to  retain  the 
popularity  of  former  Christmases  Mr.  Umney  showed  me  a 
very  nice  "  Lily  of  the  Valley  "  and  an  equally  attractive 
"Parma  Violet."  These,  with  their  attendant  preparations 
(soap?,  tooth-powders,  &c  ),  all  tastefully  got  up,  are  still  in 
demand.  The  "Parma  Violet"  tooth-powder  I  can  vouch 
for  as  not  only  being  pleasant  to  use,  but  effective  in 
cleansing. 

W.,  L.  &  U.  are  rapidly  increasing  the  number  of  their 
counter  "  pharmaceuticals."  I  had  a  look  at  two  appro- 
priate winter  specialities  just  put  on  the  market — viz.,  wild- 
cherry  cough-linctus  and  black-currant  cough-syrup. 
Both  are  agreeable  remedies,  put  up  in  well-made  squares, 
and  embellished  with  telling  and  artistic  labels.  The  pill, 
tablet,  and  lozenge  departments  seem  ever  on  the  increase, 
and  the  list  of  the  fine  granular  preparations  turned  out  by 
this  firm  grows  loDger yearly.  Lastly,  the  firm  are  now  doirjg 
a  considerable  t'ade,  I  was  informed,  in  photographic  tablets, 
to  which  they  bring  to  bear  chemical  knowledge  and  in- 
dividual skill  in  photographic  manipulation. 

The  new  showroom  of 

Phillipson  &  Co. 

in  Budge  Row,  Watling  Street,  E.O.,  contains  a  nice  variety 
of  saleable  looking  Christmas  lines  in  perfumes  and 
perfume  sprays.  Some  of  the  sprays  are  of  an  enamelled 
opaline  material,  multi-lobed,  the  lobes  being  tinted 
blue,  pink,  or  red,  alternating  with  gold.  Over  this 
coloured  ground  floral  designs  are  embossed,  and  the 
gilt  mounts  and  good  rubber  used  give  the  whole  a 
rich  appearance.  Several  perfume-cabinets  which  the 
firm  showed  me  posse.-s  unique  characteristics.  One — a  fan- 
shaped  casket  containing  two  bottles  of  perfume  and  a 
tablet  of  toilet-soap— is  artistically  designed,  the  enamelled 
lid  being  a  faithful  representation  of  a  hand-painted  ivory 
fan.  and  a  tiny  gilt  tassel  for  lifting  the  lid  completes  the 
illusion.  The  "  Statuette "  casket  has  a  china  statuette 
representing  an  old-world  figure  erjsconced  in  a  cosy  nest  of 
heliotrope,  pink,  or  blue  satin  let  into  the  lid.  The  corners 
are  edged  with  satin  of  the  same  material,  and  inside  are 
two  cut-glass  bottles  of  perfume.  The  design  is  original 
and  effective.  Another  casket  has  fixed  to  the  lid  a  double 
Christmas  card,  with  the  inside  portion  of  the  card  left 
blank,  so  that  the  donor  may  write  thereon  a  suitable 
inscription.  Several  nice  specimens  of  cut  glass  perfume- 
bottles  are  also  to  be  seen,  amongst  them  a  long-necked  one 
shaped  like  a  liqueur-bottle,  with  a  pretty  cut  and  polished 
stopper.  Lovers  of  the  licensed- victualling  style  of  bottle 
may  also  have  a  decanter-shaped  variety  with  fern-cutting 
in  three  colours — white  green,  or  pink. 

There  are  many  chemists  who  prefer  to  bottle  their  own 
perfumes,  and  these  we  would  recommend  to  have  a  look  in 
at  the  showroom  of 

Messes.  H.  Poths  &  Co., 

at  Bury  Court,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.  In  calling  there  the 
other  day  I  saw  a  large  variety  of  well-made  perfume 
bottles  of  all  sizes,  shapes,  and  patterns.  The  newest  in 
small  bottles  is  a  square  panel  with  imitation  foot  and 
mushroom  stopper.  This  pretty  bottle,  shown  herewith, 
looks  well  filled  with  any  kind  of  perfume,  and  is  tbe 
very  latest  in  the  market.  As  a  further  merit  to  some,  Mr. 
Poths  pointed  out  to  me  that  "  it  looked  large  without  hold- 
ing too  much."  For  stock  perfumes  some  pretty  cut-glass 
bottles  with  finelv  polished  cut  globe  stoppers  in  sizes 
ranging  from  5  to  20  oz.  would  make  a  fine  show  in  counter 
or  perfume  cases  Bottles /or  lavender- salts  with  well- printed 
vitrified  labels,  and  otto-of-rose  bottles  bearing  the  original 
Turkish  marks,  were  also  interesting.  In  regard  to  the 
latter  article  Mr.  Poths  told  me  that,  despite  the  price  of 
otto  of  rose,  he  frequently  sold  two  or  three  gross  of  the 
1-oz.  size  to  one  customer  at  a  time.  The  firm  make  a 
special  feature  of  labelling,  and  tbe  ordinary  vitrified  label 
is  in  many  cases  decidedly  improved  upon.  For  instance, 
the  shield  label,  with  white  enamel  background  and  gilt 
edges,  is  enlivened  by  having  an  edge  of  white  enamel 
outside  the  gold.     This  not  only  gives  the  label  a  more 


finished  appearance,  but  protects  the  edges  of  the  gold. 
The  imitation  recess  label  is  also  a  well-executed  production, 
and  in  poison-bottles  the  white  raised  enamelled  letters  on 
the  blue  ground  took  my  fancy,  and  the  word  "  Poison  "  in 
red  raised  letters  at  the  bottom  is  not  only  neat  but  is  useful 


and  durable.  A  special  line  of  4-oz.  bottles  with  vitrified 
labels  without  border  is  put  forward  for  stock  use  in  doctors' 
dispensaries,  and  the  boldness  and  durability  of  the  labelling, 
especially  of  poison-bottles,  if  more  used  in  that  region 
of  the  dispensing  world,  might  do  something  towards 
counteracting  tbe  mistakes  which  are  so  often  occuiring  in 
dispensaries.  A.  special  line  of  stock  bottles  for  photo- 
graphic chemicals  are  also  to  be  seen  ;  for  coloured  powders 
or  liquids,  white  enamel  letters  are  printed  directly  on  the 
glass,  and  for  white  powders  blue  letters  are  used.  The 
"  Triplex "  show  carboy,  hobnail  pattern,  is  a  particularly 
handsome  article.  One  or  two  of  these,  Mr.  Poths  informed 
me,  went  out  to  Bulawayo  a  short  time  ago  ;  whether  they 
reached  their  destination  or  have  come  to  a  premature  end 
is  not  yet  known. 

A.T  Ye  Olde  Civet  Cat. 

There  are  many  interesting  historical  establishments 
connected  with  the  drug-trade  in  London,  and  none  more 
so  than  that  of  Messrs.  Bay  ley  &  Co.,  94  St.  Martin's  Lane, 
W.O.,  at  the  sign  of  "  Ye  Olde  Civet  Cat."  The  business 
of  Bayley  &  Co.  was  established  at  17  Cockspur  Street  in 
1739.  The  founder  of  the  business  was  William  Bayley, 
whose  portrait  in  oils  still  hangs  in  the  private  office  at 
the  back  of  the  shop.  He  was  appointed  perfumer  to 
George  IV,  and  Bayley  &  Co.  have  been  perfumers  to  the 
various  members  of  the  reigning  Houses  of  Hanover  and 
Guelph  up  to  the  present  time.  The  original  shop-sign, 
painted  by  Hogarth,  is  still  preserved,  and  two  old  warran- 
ties of  George  IV.  (one  for  a  blacking  and  the  other  for  a 
dentifrice)  are  hung  from  the  walls,  beside  numerous  other 
warranties  from  various  kings,  queens,  royal  princes,  dukes 
and  duchesses,  down  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  perfume 
which  made  the  reputation  of  tbe  firm  was  their  "Ess. 
Bouquet."  This,  with  their  lavender- water  in  peculiar  old- 
fashioned  capped  bottler,  and  spermaceti-soap,  have  main- 
tained their  repute  with  successive  dynasties.  These 
perfumes  and  the  soap  are  tbe  peculiar  specialities  of  the 
firm  ;  but  although  they  conduct  business  amid  old-world 
surroundings,  they  are  up  to  date  enough  to  know  the  truth 
of  the  proverb,  Autres  temps,  autrcs  mceurs,  and  that  the 
lavender-water  of  last  century  must  be  reinforced  by  the 
more  effete  perfumes  of  tbe  present.  Therefore,  their  latest 
creation  is  ''Fusi  Yama,"  a  Japanese  perfume  put  up  in 
aristocratic-looking  bottles,  and  "  Rio  Grande  Bouquet,"  for 
clients  with  foreign  tastes.  Another,  called  "  Brae-side 
Bouquet,"  was  originally  intended  only  for  use  in  Scotland, 
but  its  appreciation  has  extended  far  beyond  the  borders  of 
the  northern  half  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  courteous  gentle- 
man who  showed  me  round  this  interesting  establishment 
assured  me  tbat  it  was  "going  strong  all  over  the  world." 


A  Thriving  Industry. — Opium-smoking  is  still  carried 
on  to  some  extent  in  New  York,  another  place  fitted  up 
luxuriously  for  this  purpose  being  raided  by  the  police 
recently.  It  is  stated  that  there  was  accommodation  for  fifty 
smokers  at  one  time,  and  the  receipts  averaged  about 
$200  every  twenty- four  hours,  the  place  being  crowded  night 
and  day. 
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festivities. 


Cbicketebs'  Dine. 

The  members  of  the  Tunnel  Cricket  Club  (employes  of 
Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs  (Limited),  Tunnel  Soap-works, 
Wapping,  E  )  gave  their  seventh  annual  dinner  at  the  George 
Hotel,  Tower  Hill,  on  Saturday  evening.  Mr.  J.  W.  Perry, 
the  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Club,  was  in  the  chair,  and  during 
the  evening  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Firm,"  which  was 
drunk  with  enthusiasm.  He  mentioned  that  through  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Cecil  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Leonard  Gibbs  they 
would  again  be  enabled  to  play  on  their  private  ground  next 
season,  which  announcement  was  received  with  applause. 
Later,  Mr.  T.  Lamb  proposed  "  The  Club,"  and  Mr.  W.  T. 
Webb  (Hon.  Secretary),  in  responding,  mentioned  that  the 
first  cricket  eleven  had  played  twenty- one  matches  during 
the  season,  of  which  they  had  won  fourteen,  drawn  four,  and 
lost  three,  which  was  acclaimed  "a  good  record"  One 
member  made  over  two  hundred  runs  during  the  season,  and 
eight  of  the  other  members  made  aggregates  of  over  one 
hundred  apiece;  altogether  they  made  1,100  runs  and  bad 
1  080  scored  against  them.  The  second  eleven  played  fourteen 
matches,  of  which  they  only  won  five  and  lost  nine ;  they 
scored  561  runs  and  had  only  562  runs  scored  against  them. 
Batting  and  bowling  prizes  were  presented  by  the  Chairman 
to  Mr.  G.  Hackman  (fourth  year)  and  Mr.  A.  Weeden 
(second  year)  in  the  first  eleven,  also  to  Mr.  A  Tindall  and 
to  Mr.  J.  Lendeman  in  the  second  eleven.  Mr.  Bush  (as  the 
best  all-round  cricketer)  was  presented  with  a  bat  given  by 
Mr.  Robinson,  of  the  Russell  C  C.  The  smoking- concert 
which  followed  the  dioner  was  quite  up  to  the  usual 
standard  of  excellence,  humorous  songs  being  prominent. 
Messrs.  Harry  Hudson,  J.  Cook,  Arthur  Fern,  Bert  Banks, 
W.  T.  Webb,  and  many  others  contributed  to  the  programme. 

Students'  Smokees. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  London  College 
of  Pharmacy  Football  Team  was  held  at  the  Gauden  Hotel, 
Clapham,  on  November  16,  Mr.  H.  Wootton,  B.Sc,inthe 
chair.  A  large  assembly  of  past  and  present  students 
resulted,  and  a  fine  musical  programme  was  gone  through, 
the  feature  of  which  was  the  singing  of  a  Welsh  quartette 
party,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Vallet,  Pritchard,  Evans,  and 
Jones.  Recitations  were  admirably  given  by  Me3srs. 
Griffiths,  Edwards,  and  Fred.  Ashford.  The  latter  recited 
Kipling's  "  Absent  minded  Beggar"  with  such  effect  that  a 
subscription,  amounting  to  31.,  was  collected  and  forwarded 
to  the  Daily  Mail  War  Fund.  "The  Queen,"  "  The  Prin- 
cipal." "The  Staff,"  and  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society" 
were  individually  toasted,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  Leeds  College 
of  Pharmacy  was  held  in  one  of  the  class  rooms  on  November 
18.  The  room  had  been  gaily  decorated  for  the  occasion,  and 
in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  W.  Shaw,  PhC,  of 
Huddersfhld,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  O.  H.  Oritchley, 
Ph.O.  The  programme  included,  besides  the  usual  loyal 
toasts,  "Our  Forces  now  in  South  Africa,"  and  "Success  to 
the  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy."  The  former  was  received 
with  musical  honours,  and  the  latter  toast,  with  which  was 
coupled  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  was  accom- 
panied by  the  singing  of  "For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow." 
Songs,  pianoforte  and  mandoline  solos,  recitations,  &c,  were 
capitally  rendered  by  the  college-students,  and  a  very  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent.  Before  separating  a  collection  was 
made  on  behalf  of  the  War  Relief  Fond,  which  realised  some 
sixteen  shillings,  the  amount  subsequently  being  made  up  to  a 
guinea  by  the  Chairman 

This  college,  which  was  only  started  in  January  last  with 
twenty  students,  has  already  doubled  its  membership. 
Fifteen  of  these  are  being  piepared  for  the  text  examina- 
tion. The  students  are  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
three  of  them  coming  fnm  the  Colonies. 


A  Peoveeb  Applied. — "Are  these  goods  pure  and  un- 
adulterated 1 "  inquired  the  customer.  "  To  the  pure  all 
tcings  are  pure,"  replied  the  oilman,  evasively. 


ftraoe  motes. 


Daisy  Daisy  (Limited)  make  a  curious  announcement 

in  our  advertisement  columns.  They  say  that  they  are  nearly 
saturated  with  orders,  but  cannot  leave  off  advertising  in 
the  indispensable  Chemist  and  Dbtjggist. 

Pbice-lists— Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson,  31  and  32  Snow 
Hill,  E.C  ,  send  us  their  1900  Price-list.  The  list  contains 
particulars  of  the  many  proprietary  articles  for  which  the 
firm  act  in  this  country,  including  a  long  selection  of 
Seabury  &  Johnson's  leading  lines  in  plasters  and  dressings. 

Syphon-beceipt  Book. — In  noticing  a  new  syphon- 
receipt  book  which  the  Lamson  Paragon  Supply  Company 
(Limited),  Canning  Town,  E.,  have  brought  out.  we  inadver- 
tently made  an  error  in  the  price  of  it.  The  books  are  2s.  3d. 
each  when  a  dozen  are  taken  at  a  time.  Each  book  contains 
300  checks,  and  is  extremely  good  value  for  the  money. 

Cylindeb-begisteb  Book. — Chemists  who  deal  in 
lantern  requisites  and  supply  compressed  gases  will  appre- 
ciate a  cylinder-register  book  which  Mr.  J.  R.  Cave,  chemist, 
52  Nevill  Street,  Southport,  has  brought  out.  The  object  of 
the  book  is  to  show  at  a  glance  the  quantity  of  gas  in  stock, 
the  book  being  ruled  in  such  a  manner  that  the  history  of 
each  cylinder  is  easily  seen.  A  convenient  lanternist's 
reference  table,  by  which  the  distance  of  the  lantern  from 
the  screen  is  given  according  to  the  size  of  disc  required 
and  focus  of  the  lens,  is  affixed  inside  the  cover.  The  book 
costs  4s.  6d. 

Montseebat  Htjbbicane. — Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  & 
Webb,  60  Bartholomew  Close,  LondoD,  are  sending  out  a 
report  of  the  hurricane  which  swept  over  the  island  of 
Montserrat  on  August  7  last,  which  was  referred  to  in  The 
Chemist  and  Dbuggist  at  the  time.  The  firm,  it  appears, 
have  always,  with  the  idea  of  meetirg  contingencies,  retained 
about  a  crop  of  lime-juice  in  hand,  and  this,  with  what  was 
saved  of  this  year's  harvest,  and  with  what  will  be  supplied 
from  the  trees  that  escaped,  will  enable  them  to  obtain  the 
necessary  quantity  of  lime-fruit  juice  for  the  manufacture  of 
the  "  Montserrat "  Lime-fruit  Juice  and  Cordial. 

New  "Soloid"  Pbepabation. —  Messrs  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C,  submit  for  our 
examination  a  specimen  of  "  Soloid  "  potassium  permanganate 
and  alum,  which  they  are  now  issuing  in  bottles  of  one 
hundred.  The  convenience  of  having  lhese  two  chemicals 
associated  will  be  readily  recognised,  as  they  are  the  active 
constituents  of  an  antiseptic  and  astringent  solution  useful 
in  a  great  many  cases.  Each  Soloid  contains  3  gr.  of 
potassium  permanganate  and  5  gr.  of  alum. 

"Tabloid"  Salicylic  Acid. — Messrs.  Burroughs,  Well- 
come &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  EC,  have  introduced 
"  tabloid  "  salicylic  acid  into  their  series  of  "  tabloid  "  effer- 
vescing drugs.  Each  "  tabloid  "  salicylic  acid  contains  3  gr. 
of  the  acid,  and  in  shape  resembles  a  large  round  lozenge, 
although  made  by  compression.  We  find  that  when  one  of 
the  "tabloid"  salicylic  acid  is  added  to  water  a  brisk 
effervescence  takes  place,  which  goes  on  until  it  is  entirely 
dissolved.  The  presence  of  carbonic  acid  often  secures 
toleration  and  absorption  for  a  medicine  which  might 
otherwise  cause  gastric  disturbance,  and  on  this  account  the 
effervescing  form  of  administering  salicylic  acid  should  be 
particularly  useful. 

Photogbaphic  Diaby.— We  had  thought  that  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.O  ,  had 
exhausted  the  ever-varying  styles  in  woich  thev  produce 
their  booklets,  but  the  latest  diary  to  hand  for  rhe  use  of 
photographers  is  different  from  any  other.  The  Wellcome 
Photographic  Diary  and  Exposure  Record  has  a  green  canvas 
cover,  with  a  pencil  tucked  in  the  back  fold  and  inside,  the 
diary  proper,  with  notes  on  exposure,  development,  and  weights 
and  measures,  and  other  odds  and  ends  of  information 
useful  to  the  user.  The  intelligence  is  arranged  in  a  compact 
and  original  manner.  The  diary  retails  at  Is.  and  is  supplied 
at  special  trade  terms,  which  should  make  it  profitable,  as 
well  as  being  from  its  attractive  appearance  a  help  to  the 
development  of  the  photographic  department 
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©fcservations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xrayseb. 


Two  Courses  Only. — From  the  multitude  of  counsel 
which  I  hear  and  read  in  reference  to  the  company-pharmacy 
problem  I  can  only  extract  in  essence  two  definite  policies. 
These  are  exclusive  of  the  contention  for  the  integrity  of  our 
titles,  a  claim  in  respect  to  which,  wonderful  ta  relate,  we 
all  appear  to  be  agreed.  That  the  Government  should  offer 
to  confer  on  any  seven  people  who  want  it  a  designation 
which  we  have  earned  by  hard  work  is  so  palpably  unjust 
that  if  we  contest  it  we  can  hardly  fail  to  win,  even  although 
all  the  lawyers  in  Parliament  should  oppose  us.  But  when 
we  come  to  the  next  step  we  find  ourselves  practically 
limited  to  the  alternatives  of  either  pressing  for  a  qualified 
directorate,  or — 

*  *  *  * 

Doing  Nothing. — I  am  aware  that  apparently  other 
proposals  are  being  advocated,  but  they  seem  to  me  to  be 
only  a  roundabout  substitute  for  inaction.  For  instance,  to 
ask  Parliament  to  stop  the  "  distribution  of  dmgs  "  (as  Mr. 
Gifford  puts  it)  by  companies  is  so  hopeless  a  proceeding 
that  it  may  just  as  well  be  left  alone  ;  while,  for  an  opposite 
reason,  those  who  urge  that  companies  should  be  allowed  to 
trade  as  pharmacists  if  only  they  employ  a  qualified  manager 
may  surely  rest  in  peace.  The  Lord  Chancellor  himself 
proposes  to  give  them  their  hearts'  desire.  There  are  some 
who  grandly  declare  that  they  will  not  touch  the  unclean 
thing,  and  others  who  intend  to  wait  till  the  Government 
appeals  to  them  for  advice.  These  also  may  be  classified 
among  the  do-nothings.  I  do  not  use  the  term  disrespect- 
fully. I  am  half  inclined  to  be  a  do-nothing  myself.  But 
my  reason  would  be  that  I  have  only  the  most  microscopic 
faith  in  Parliament  doing  anything  at  all  which  will  either 
injure  or  benefit  the  really  competent  pharmacist. 

*  *  *  * 

Qualified  Directorate.—  But  as  we  have  been  long- 
ing for  this  struggle  for  a  generation,  it  would  be  pusill- 
animous to  miss  the  chance  now  it  has  come  to  us.  In  all 
probability  the  opportunity  for  a  contest  will  never  recur. 
Therefore  I  vote  heartily  for  the  policy  of  contending  for  a 
real,  not  a  nominal,  qualified  managership,  and  this  can  only 
be  secured  by  a  qualified  directorate.  A  qualified  servant 
controlled  by  unqualified  directors  does  not  fulfil  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  or  carry  out  the  aim  which  the 
Lord  Chancellor  professes.  One  of  the  best  arguments  in 
favour  of  this  proposal  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Lord  Gifford, 
who  seems  to  have  a  peculiar  gift  for  proving  the  case  of 
those  against  whom  he  testifies.  "  Suppose  it  possible,  "  Mr. 
Gifford  asks,  "  to  get  this  cumbersome  and  unnatural  quali- 
fied directorate,  how  will  it  be  impossible  for  the  unqualified 
practitioner  of  pharmacy  to  get  a  qualified  directorate  having 
only  delegated  powers  1 "  It  will  certainly  not  be  impossible  ; 
but  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  would  be  very  unprofitable. 
The  man  who  fails  in  his  attempt  to  get  registered  at 
Bloomsbury,  and  goes  across  to  the  Strand  and  registers 
there,  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of  a  qualified  directorate 
of  the  smallest,  dimensions.  He  would  be  snuffed  out;  and 
he  is  the  worst  kind  of  company-pharmacist.  The  capitalist, 
too,  would  be  shy  of  making  his  minions  into  his  "  directors." 
It  is  quite  true  that  in  the  cases  where  qualified  directors 
would  be  appointed  their  powers  would  be,  as  Mr.  Gifford  says, 
delegated  ;  the  powers  of  directors  always  are  delegated 
But  their  powers  are,  in  law  and  in  fact,  very  real  all  the 
same. 


Scientific  progress. 


Norwegian  Fine-tar. — According  to  Strom,  who  has  made 
a  most  elaborate  examination  of  this  popular  pine-tar,  there  are 
present  in  it  the  following  bodies  :— About  5  per  cent,  of  volatile 
acids,  including  formic,  acetic,  propionic,  and  butyric  acids,  two 
valeric  acids,  two  hexylic  acids,  caproic,  cenanthic,  and  caprylic 
acids ;  about  11  per  cent,  of  phenols,  including  cresol,  guaiacol, 
creosol,  several  homologues  of  guaiacol,  and  two  unknown  phenols. 
Over  60  per  cent,  consists  of  hydrocarbons. — Arch .  du  Pliarmazie, 
237,  vii. 

Caseone. — This  new  food-substance,  which  was  at  first  called 
plasmone,  is  prepared  from  milk  and  contains  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  albuminoids.  An  analysis  of  the  preparation  shows  its 
composition  to  be  as  follows : — 

Nitrogen    12'39  per  cent. 

Albuminoids,  etc.  ...    78'94  per  cent.  =  Nitrogen  x  6'37 

Fat   4-29  per  cent. 

Milk-sugar  ...      4'70  per  cent. 

Ash  ...       ...       ...     7'79  per  cent. 

—Pharm.  Central,  xl.  46. 

Electrolysis  in  Organic  Chemistry. — Electrolysis  is  a 
process  which  is  usually  associated  with  the  manufacture  of  inor- 
ganic chemicals,  but  it  has  been  pressed  into  the  service  for  several 
organic  compounds,  and  several  patents  have  been  taken  out  relating 
thereto.  Amongst  these  are  the  conversion  of  impure  cotarnine 
into  pure  hydrocotarnine,  C6Hl;,NO.j  +  H2  =  H.;0  +  C,;Hlr,N05 ;  and 
the  preparation  of  pure  tropine  from  tropinone  (one  of  Schering'a 
patents),  C8H13NO  +  H,  =  CsHlr,NO.  The  reduction  of  nitro- 
aromatic  compounds  in  this  manner  is  also  well  understood. — 
Chemiker  Zeitung,  1899,  88. 

Syntbetic  Cedar-wood  Oil.  —  Although  no  actual  imita- 
tion of  cedar-wood  oil  has  been  produced  artificially,  a  body 
possessing  a  marked  odour  of  cedar-wood  has  recently  been 
prepared  by  Cecelsky.  A  solution  of  trimethyl-phloroglucol  is 
treated  with  excess  of  ferric  chloride.  The  resulting  condensed 
product  forms  well-defined  white  crystals,  melting  at  305°,  of  the 
formula  C^H^Ou,  which  the  discoverer  terms  cedrone.  It  is  a 
trihydroxy  compound,  and  by  reduction  with  hydriodic  acid  yields 
a  body  which  has  not  been  thoroughly  investigated.  It  is  this 
latter  compound  which  possesses  the  cedar-odour. — Pharm. 
Central,,  xl.,  45. 

A.  New  Indicator.  —  According  to  Duyk  (Annalcs'de 
Chimie  Analytique,  IV.  ii.)  an  indicator  of  great  value  can  "be 
extracted  from  the  rhizome  of  the  plant  Perezia  adnata.  This 
body  is  termed  perezol,  or  pititzoic  acid,  and  was  discovered  by 
Drs.  Altamirano  and  Armendarez,  of  Mexico.  It  is  prepared  by 
exhausting  the  rhizome  with  benzene.  The  solvent,  on  evapora- 
tion, leaves  crystals  of  a  yellowish-orange  colour  which  are 
purified  by  recrystallisation ;  they  then  melt  at  67°-70°.  The 
use  of  this  body  as  an  indicator  depends  on  the  fact  that  it  forms 
salts  with  alkalies  of  a  black- violet  colour,  whilst  in  the  presence 
of  traces  of  mineralacids  the  yellow  acid  is  precipitated.  j"j  m!u 

Amarin. — There  nas  oeen  much  dispute  as  to  the  constitution 
of  the  crystalline  compound  formed  by  the  condensation  of 
benzaldehyde  (oil  of  bitter  almonds)  and  ammonia,  which  has 
been  named  amarin.  Scarlata  has  taken  up  the  question  of  the 
chemistry  of  this  body,  and  states  that'by  treating  it  with  bromine- 
water  he  obtained  a  hydrobromide,  C  ^HisNo.HBr,  melting  at 
260°,  and  ordinary  benzil,  CuH100.j.  The  reaction  taking  place 
appears  to  be  as  follows  : — 

C31H18NS  +  2Br  +  3HaO  =  C14H10Os  +  C7H„0  +  2NH4Br. 
A.inarin  Benzil  Benzaldehjde 

— Chemiker  Zeitung  Mep.  271. 

The  Atomic  Weight  of  Boron.— Gautier  has  made  a 
series  of  re-determinations  of  the  atomic  weight  of  boron,  based 
on  the  use  of  two  compounds  of  comparatively  low  molecular 
weight— sulphide  of  boron  and  boride  of  carbon.  The  earliest 
determinations,  it  will  be  remembered,  those  of  Berzelius  and 
Laurent,  together  with  those  of  Dumas,  Wohler,  and  Deville  were 
certainly  invalidated  by  the  presence  of  small  quantities  of  im- 
purities. The  promising  young  chemist  Abrahall,  whose  early 
death  was  so  much  regretted,  was  the  next  to  seriously  attack  the 
question.  He  determined  the  value  by  estimating  the  amount  of 
silver  necessary  to  precipitate  the  bromine  in  bromide  of  boron. 
But  Moissan  has  shown  that  this  compound  invariably  contains 
traces  of  hydrogen — hence  his  number,  10  84,  is  probably  a  little 
too  low.  Ramsay  and  Aston  used  the  simple  but  extremely 
accurate  method  of  determining  the  water  of  crystallisation  in 
pure  borax,  and  checked  it  by  converting  borax  into  sodium 
chloride.  Their  number  was  10-99.  Gautier's  new  experiments 
give  ir04  by  means  of  the  estimation  of  the  sulphur  in  boron 
sulphide,  and  10'997  by  the  boride-of-carbon  method.  The  mean 
of  these  is  11*02,  which  is  in  very  close  agreement  with  Ramsay's 
figure.— Journal  de  Pharmacie,  dec,  November  10,  1899. 
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*    "SANITAS"  * 

EMBROCATION 


In  bottles  to  retail  at 


66 


8d.,     1/-,     eund  2/6. 

"SANITAS  " 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE]    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &o. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

^     and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK.  <fy 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 


O***^  ESTABLISHED  1842 


Only  Address — MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stocked  by  all  Wholesale  Houses. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

OFFICIAL   GOVERNMENT   STATEMENT : 
"  Wherever  the 

PASTEUR  FILTER 

has  been  introduced 

TYPHOID  FEYER 

has  disappeared." 

SOLE  LICENSEES  AND  MAKERS: 

J.  DEFRIES  &  SONS,  LTD., 148  lonbhoX dI™tch' 

West-end  Showrooms:  203  VICTORIA  ST.,  S.W. 

W.  HORA   &  CO. 

47   MINORIES,  E. 


B.P.    SEIDLITZ  POWDERS 
SELTZOGENE  CHARGES 
CITRATE    OF  MAGNESIA 

(In  Bottles  and  Decorated  Tins) 

LEMONADE  CRYSTALS 
COMPOUND  LIQUORICE  POWDER 

WRJTE    FOR    PRICES   AND  QUOTATIONS 
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Jan  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  la. 


Can  be 
obtained    from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  price  Is. 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWGATE  MILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,   POTASH,  LEMONADE 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  etc. 


Descriptive  Literature, 
handsome  show  cards  and 
window  transparencies, 
free  on  application  to 


Ftetcher,  Fletcher  &  C&j.  London  &  Sydney 


Bbttorial  Comments. 


For  the  Defence. 

That  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  should  have  broken  out  in  a  new  place 
is  not  likely  to  surprise  chemists.  That  gentleman  has 
shown  himself  so  fertile  in  ideas  that  a  revolution  of  some 
sort  is  looked  for  from  him  once  a  year  or  thereabouts.  It 
is  fair  to  add  that  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  is  not  a  mere  idea-monger. 
He  has  proved  that  he  can  be  also  persistent  and  resourceful 
in  carrying  his  schemes  through,  and  this  is  a  much  rarer 
qualification  than  the  mere  dreaming  of  dreams. 

The  organisation  of  a  Chemists'  Defence  Association  has 
been  alluded  to  at  P.A.T.A.  meetings  and  elsewhere  several 
times  in  the  course  of  the  past  twelve  months,  but  it  is  only 
this  week  that  it  appears  in  definite  shape.  It  owes  its 
existence  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  executive  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  to  give  to  the  subscribers  to  that  movement  some 
advantage  over  non-subscribers  in  the  trade.  This  combina- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  profit  on  proprietary  articles 
has  been  seiiously  hampered  by  the  fact  that  the  majority 
of  the  trade  eDjoy,  without  payiig  for  it,  the  result  of  the 
labours  of  the  Association  to  exactly  the  same  extent  as  the 
minority  who  contribute.  Those  who  justify  their  refusal  to 
assist  in  the  movement  by  a  profession  of  faith  in  the 
sacredness  of  economic  principles,  and  even  those  who  strive 
to  undermine  and  counteract  the  efforts  of  the  P.A.T.A,  to 
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control  retail  prices,  all  pocket  the  benefits  they  receive,  with 
pain  and  reluctance,  as  we  can  well  believe,  but  at  the  same 
time  without,  so  far  as  we  know,  any  practical  manifestation 
of  their  desire  to  restore  to  the  community  the  pennies  and 
three- half pences  which  in  their  view  have  been  unjustly 
wrung  from  the  public  pocket. 

The  idea  of  the  Defence  Association  therefore  seems  at 
first  to  have  been  to  give  something  beyond  the  secured 
profit  to  P.A.T.A.  subscribers  ;  but  to  promise  a  legal  defence 
to  every  member  who  might  get  into  legal  trouble  was  rather 
too  much  to  offer.  The  compromise  effected  has  been  to 
make  it  cheaper  to  become  a  member  of  the  Defence  Associa- 
tion and  of  the  P  A.T  A.  together  than  to  secure  the  benefit 
of  the  former  alone. 

It  is  impossible  for  anyone  who  has  known  the  drug- trade 
for  twenty  years  or  more  to  examine  this  scheme  without 
comparing  it  with  the  defence-work  provided  by  the  old 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association,  founded  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Barclay,  of  Birmingham,  in  July,  1876.  For  eleven 
years  the  Trade  Association  did  splendid  work,  especially  in 
the  direction  of  legal  defence,  arid  its  ultimate  collapse  was 
to  some  extent  due  to  the  completeness  with  which  this 
part  of  its  work  was  accomplished.  When  it  was  com- 
menced "  analjsm  "—  that  was,  the  eagerness  of  many  of 
the  first-appointed  and  not  too  competent  public  analysts  to 
distinguish  themselves — was  rampant.  In  a  series  of  ably- 
conducted  defences  a  number  of  those  officious  officials 
were  defeated  and  exposed,  and  it  was  a  direct  consequence 
of  the  Trade  Association's  work  that  the  administration  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  especially  as  regards  drugs 
was  made  more  just,  and  at  the  same  time  more  efficient. 
An  invaluable  resistance  to  certain  Medical  Defence  (or 
Attack)  Unions  was  also  offered,  and  by  these  cases  the  violent 
antagonists  of  all  prescribing  by  chemists  were  taught  that 
the  windmill  they  were  tilting  at  was  likely  to  be  a  rather 
ugly  opponent  if  they  pressed  their  claims  too  far.  Some 
doubtful  points  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  were  also  cleared  up 
but  it  was  the  crushing  defeat  of  the  analysts  that  cost  the 
Trade  Association  its  existence  Their  attacks  being  to  so 
large  an  extent  checked,  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers 
to  the  Association  dropped  off,  and  the  revenue  obtained 
from  those  that  remained  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  the 
organisation  afloat. 

The  Trade  Association's  work  was  done  throughout  on  a 
subscription  of  5s  per  member,  and  the  actual  membership 
gradually  rose  to  over  4,000  a  few  years  after  its  foundation, 
and  then,  rather  more  rapidly,  descended  to  below  2,000. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  committee  ask  for  an  annual  payment  of 
10s.  6d.  from  P.A.T.A  members  in  addition  to  their  5s. 
subscription  to  the  parent  body,  and  for  21s.  from  outsiders. 
This  guinea  is  evidently  ody  a  sporting  proposal,  and  need 
not  be  seriou-ly  considered.  In  addition  to  the  subscription 
an  entrance-fee  in  the  shape  of  a  share  in  the  Association, 
with  5s.  paid  and  15s.  as  liability,  is  to  be  required.  These 
figures,  compared  with  the  Trade  Association's  5s.,  look 
rather  high,  but  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  the  new 
scheme  undertakes  much  more  serious  responsibilities  than 
its  predecessor  did.  In  the  first  place  one  defence  under 
certain  Acts  is  guaranteed.  This  part  of  the  scheme  is  of 
the  greatest  importance.  It  looks  at  first  sight  like  an  en- 
couragement to  lawbreakers,  but  a  closer  consideration  will 
convince  the  critic  that  it  is  the  only  wise  course  to  adopt. 
To  leave  the  selection  of  suitable  cases  to  a  committee,  or  to 
an  individual,  would  satisfy  nobody,  and  it  would  always 
seem  unfair  to  the  defendant  when  he  was  not  aided  in  his 
particular  difficulty.  The  great  value  of  an  association  of 
this  character  is  the  sense  of  assurance  which  it  brings  to 
those  who  accept  its  proposals.    In  our  own  experience  we 


have  met  with  numerous  instances  of  prosecutions,  especially 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  in  which  a  competent 
defence  was  only  necessary  to  ensure  acquittal,  but  in 
which  often  no  attempt  even  to  avoid  conviction  has  been 
made.  We  bave  ourselves  not  unf  requently  advised  chemists, 
and  have  often  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  a  proper 
statement  of  their  positions  has  been  consequently  brought 
before  a  Oourt.  The  majority  of  chemists  have  only  a  vague 
notion  when  they  receive  a  summons  as  to  the  proper  course 
to  take.  They  cannot  be  expected  to  remember  the  details 
of  scores  of  similar  cases  which  have  been  tried  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  neither  their  local  solicitor  nor  the 
magistrates  who  will  hear  the  case  are  much  better  informed. 
The  prosecuting  lawyer  makes  the  utmost  of  a  few  decimal- 
fractions  which  appear  in  the  analyst's  report,  a^d  the 
defendant  chemist  figures  before  his  townsmen  as  a  trader 
who  would  defraud  a  dying  patient  for  an  extra  penny  profit. 
To  be  able  to  send  the  summons  to  his  association,  and  to 
remain  confident  that  whatever  can  be  said  or  done  for.him 
will  be  done  by  men  of  due  experience,  would  be  to  him  a 
comfort  as  well  as  a  benefit  well  worth  paying  handsomely 
for. 

Besides  defending  under  certain  specified  statutes,  the 
new  Association  proposes  to  insure  subscribing  chemists 
against  damages  which  may  be  obtained  against  them  in 
consequence  of  any  mistake  occurring  in  the  course  of  their 
retail  or  dispensing,  up  to  the  amount  of  500Z.  Claims  of 
this  sort  are  not  very  frequently  heard  of,  but  we  imagine 
a  fair  number  of  them  are  compromised,  and  in  many  cases 
very  unjustly  to  the  chemist.  The  share  liability  is  necessary 
to  provide  security  for  the  satisfaction  of  possible  claims  of 
this  sort. 

We  notice  nothing  in  the  list  of  services  which  the 
Association  offers  concerning  the  now  rather  frequent,  and 
sometimes  monstrous,  threats  addressed  to  chemists  in 
reference  to  pretended  trade-mark  or  common-law  rights 
in  titles  or  labels.  It  may  be  that  such  actions  could  not 
conveniently  be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  scheme. 
Certainly  101.  would  not  go  far  in  defence  of  actions  of  this 
character  if  actually  commenced  in  the  Chancery  Division, 
aud  it  would  be  too  risky  to  undertake  the  defence  of  those 
chemists  who  exercise  their  ingenuity  in  devising  labels 
which  they  hope  will  secure  for  them  some  of  the  benefits 
of  other  people's  expenditure  without  actually  infringing 
their  legal  rights.  Still  there  are  proprietors  of  medicines 
and  other  things  who  assume  for  themselves  monopolies  to 
which  they  are  not  entitled,  and  these  people  can  only  be 
properly  resisted  by  united  action  Cases  of  this  kind 
ought  at  least  to  have  the  consideration  of  the  executive  of 
the  Defence  Association  when  it  is  in  working  order. 

Some  few  details  of  the  scheme  might  perhaps  be  criti- 
cised, but  on  the  whole  it  seems  to  have  been  carefully 
thought  out,  and  calculated  to  confer  undoubted  benefit  on 
the  trade.  We  hope  it  will  receive  at  least  support  enough 
to  ensure  for  it  a  life  sufficiently  long  to  prove  its  efficiency. 

Isle  of  Man  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mb.  G.  A.  Ring,  the  Attorney-General  for  the  Isle  of  Man, 
has  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  which  is  before 
Tynwald.  The  Bill  is  founded  on  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
and  the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1875,  and  proposes  to 
recognise  persons  registered  under  the  1868  Act  and  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  registered  under  the  Irish  Act.  Chemists 
and  druggists  who  will  be  recognised  by  the  Bill  are  defined 
as  those  who  have  at  any  time  carried  on  the  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  Isle  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  or  who  have  been  assistants  in  the 
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Island  for  a  year  immediately  before  the  Act  comes  into 
operation,  and  for  nine  years  continuously  before  that, 
assistants  in  the  Island  or  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  all 
such  persons  as  may  be  duly  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  The  Bill  is  not  well  drawn  up, 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  chemists  and  druggists  and 
registered  druggists  under  the  Irish  Act  are  not  recognised. 
There  is,  however,  evidence  to  show  that  the  exclusion  may 
be  accidental,  and  it  will,  doubtless,  be  remedied  when 
attention  is  called  to  it  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland.  The  poison-schedule  is  the  British  one,  no  w  or  in 
future,  as  the  words  "  also  any  other  article  which  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  deemed  to  be  poisin?  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,"  are  added.  The  7th  section  of 
the  Bill,  which  corresponds  to  the  15th  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  confines  the  dispensing  of  medical  men's 
prescriptions  to  chemists,  by  inserting  the  words  "  or 
medical  prescriptions  "  after  "  sell  or  keep  an  open  shop  for 
the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  poisons."  The 
penalties  proposed  are :  for  selling  or  keeping  open  shop  for 
the  sale  of  poisons,  or  dispensing  medical  prescriptions  or 
using  the  titles  reserved  under  the  Act,  a  sum  of  not  less 
than  11.  or  more  than  51. ;  for  selling  poison  otherwise  than 
provided  by  the  Act — for  the  first  offence,  not  exceeding  51., 
and  for  subsequent  offences,  not  exceeding  102.  Prosecutions 
are  to  be  at  the  suit  of  the  inspectors  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  of  Tynwald,  intituled  "  The  Adulteration  Acts, 
1874  to  1895."  There  are  no  provisions  for  registering 
chemists  in  business  or  assistants  entitled  to  be  recognised, 
nor  is  there  any  mention  of  examinations.  The  examina- 
tions as  to  competency  conducted  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  subsequent  registration,  will,  as  the  Bill  now 
stands,  be  the  recognised  process  before  going  iato  basiness 
in  the  Isle  of  Man  after  the  Bill  becomes  law.  The  Bill 
needs  careful  amending. 

The  Seabury  Plan. 

The  elimination  of  the  cutter  is  a  problem  in  other  countries 
as  well  as  ours.  In  the  United  States  the  evil  is,  if  any- 
thing, more  pronounced  than  here,  and  in  a  book  recently 
published  by  Mr.  George  J.  Seabury,  of  New  York,  the  whole 
history  of  the  cuttijg-question  in  the  United  States  is 
detailed  in  a  series  of  articles.  In  his  book,  which  Mr. 
Seabury  entitles  "  Shall  Pharmacists  Become  Tradesmen  ? " 
the  author  reviews  at  great  length  the  remedies  against 
extreme  cutting  in  propiietary  articles  which  have  been 
put  forward  during  the  past  sixteen  years.  None  of  the 
methods  so  far  seem  to  have  come  to  anything ;  but  Mr. 
Seabury  has  his  own  remedy,  which  he  puts  before  the 
public  vigorously  in  this  work.  He  would  form  an  associa- 
tion of  pharmacists  (somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  Federation 
of  Local  Associations)  to  debate  trade-grievances,  open  an 
association  store  to  undersell  cutters,  and  bring  the  offending 
cutter  to  his  knees.  Daring  the  siege  it  is  understood  that 
only  the  association  store  sells  at  or  below  cost  prices :  all 
the  other  members  of  the  association  mast  faithfully  main- 
tain full  values. 

Such  in  effect  seems  to  be  the  remedy  proposed  by  the 
author,  and  he  puts  forward  his  arguments  in  235  pages 
with  considerable  skill  and  elegance.  Mr.  Seabary  states 
emphatically  that  pharmacists  in  the  United  States  cannot 
flourish  by  prescriptions  alone.  "If,"  he  argues,  "  American 
pharmacy  were  legally  protected  as  in  Germany  and  other 
continental  countries,  where  each  pharmacy  would  have  the 
exclusive  patronage  of  from  5,000  to  7,000  inhabitants, 
he  could  understand  that  pharmacy  pure  and  simple  might 
be  profitable ;  but  such  a  division  in  America  would  never 


take  place,  therefore  greater  is  the  necessity  to  organise 
and  unite  for  mutual  protection."  He  is  not  enamoured 
of  the  written-agreement  plan,  as  he  holds  that  any 
plan  entailing  labour  and  circumspection  on  the  part 
of  the  wholesalers  is  bound  to  fail,  and  it  is  hardly 
just  to  ask  them  to  contribute  service  towards  any 
project  from  which  they  receive  no  compensation. 
Likewise,  the  "  sell-as-you-please  "  plan  is  bad  in  principle. 
Curiously  enough,  he  points  to  "protected  pharmacy"  in 
Great  Britain  as  a  warning  to  his  own  country.  "  By 
neglect  and  blindness,"  he  says,  "patent  and  proprietary 
articles  have  found  their  way  into  the  most  obscure  branches 
of  trade  at  slop-shop  prices.  Those  evils  have  increased  in 
Great  Britain  simply,  as  Professor  Attfield  told  me,  'through 
want  of  union  and  correspon  ding  timidity. '  "  This  example  he 
used  as  another  argument  for  his  local  protective  union  plan. 
Throughout  the  book  is  traced  the  origin,  apparent  success, 
and  ultimate  decline  of  the  Campion  plan  of  combination  ;  a 
plan  which  had  for  its  sole  purpose  the  maintenance  of  retail 
prices  of  proprietary  articles  on  the  lines,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Owing  to  the  bad  faith,  Mr.  Seabury 
says,  of  a  few  wholesalers  the  plan  was  unsuccessful.  He 
is  particularly  severe  all  through  the  book  on  those  who 
sit  on  the  fence  and  keep  out  of  the  fold. 

The  satire  in  some  parts  of  the  book  is  very  telling,  and 
the  book  is  humorous  in  parts.  Mr.  Seabury  quotes  the 
story  of  a  continental  mincemeat  merchant  who  put  up  a 
sign  in  his  window,  "  Mincemeat,  40c.  a  kilo. ;  to  pay 
more  is  to  be  robbed."  His  opponent,  the  conscientious 
batcher,  to  checkmate  him,  also  displayed  a  sign,  "  Mince- 
meat, 45c.  a  kilo. ;  to  pay  less  is  to  be  poisoned." 
"  That,"  says  the  author  succinctly,  "  is  about  the  size  and 
calibre  of  the  average  cutter  in  pharmacy." 

The  increasing  popularity  of  the  National  Association  of 
Eetail  Druggists,  started  a  year  ago  in  the  United  States, 
seems  to  point  to  a  possible  am  elioration  (if  not  a  solution) 
of  the  conditions  complained  of  in  Mr.  Seabury's  interesting 
book. 


More  Dock=Charges  Proposed. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused  in  commercial 
circles  by  the  deposit  of  two  Bills,  which  Parliament  will  be 
asked  to  consider  next  Session,  by  the  Joint  Committee  of 
the  London  and  India  Dock  Companies.  The  first  Bill  is 
promoted  with  the  object  of  amalgamating  the  London  and 
St.  Katharine  Dock  Company  and  the  East  and  West  India 
Dock  Company,  so  that  they  will  be  under  one  control ;  and 
the  second,  to  give  power  to  levy  duties  on  the  lighters  which 
enter  the  docks.  The  first  Bill  is  one  which  probably  no  one 
can  find  fault  with,  the  idea  being  to  reduce  working -expenses, 
but  the  second  Bill  raises  some  debatable  points.  The 
memorandum  which  the  Joint  Committee  have  issued  explains 
that  the  two  companies  are  in  a  very  serious  financial  position, 
and  that  it  is  unquestionably  unsatisfactory  to  have  the  docks 
of  the  port  of  London  managed  by  companies  which  cannot 
develop  the  port  as  they  should,  and  which  cannot  meet  the 
demands  for  capital  expenditure  commensurate  with  the  size 
and  importance  of  the  port.  Tne  docks  and  warehouses  were 
established  100  years  ago  chiefly  for  the  prevention  of  the 
wholesale  plunder  of  duty- paying  goods  which  took  place 
while  ship3  were  discharging  in  the  river,  and  the  construc- 
tion was  encouraged  by  the  Government  on  account  of  the 
large  revenue  thus  lost.  The  charter  obtained  by  the  dock 
companies  contained  a  provision  that  for  the  first  twenty-one 
years  all  ships  coming  into  the  Thames  laden  with  dutiable 
products  should  discharge  in  the  new  docks,  and  warehouse 
their  cargoes  there.    One  million  pounds  was  paid  as  com- 
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pensation.  for  the  diversions  oE  their  trade  to  certain  ware- 
houses and  legal  quays  on  the  river  Thames,  and  it  was  also 
provided  that  the  lighters  used  for  receiving  and  delivering 
goods  on  the  river  should  be  allowed  to  "  follow  the  water  " 
into  the  docks  for  that  purpose,  and  to  be  exempt  from  all 
charges.  At  the  end  of  the  twenty-one  years'  monopoly  the 
dock-companies  were  refused  a  renewal  of  their  monopoly  by 
Parliament,  but  the  stipulation  that  the  dock-waters  should 
be  as  free  as  the  river  for  lighters  remained.  The  dock- 
companies  did  not  feel  the  pressure  of  the  altered  conditions 
of  their  trade  for  some  years,  but  when  the  old  wharves 
renewed  their  business,  and  new  warehouses  sprang  up,  they 
realised  that  much  of  their  warehouse-trade  was  being 
diverted  into  private  hands.  Competition  was  also  increased 
by  the  Free  Trade  policy  of  the  Government,  which  reduced 
the  Dumber  of  duty-paying  goods,  and  the  Government  also 
extended  permission  to  warehouse  dutiable  goods  on  many 
new  wharves  on  the  river  The  dock- companies  applied  to 
Parliament  in  1885  for  redress  of  their  grievances,  but  their 
Bill  was  thrown  out.  In  1889  the  London  and  India  Com- 
panies entered  into  a  sort  of  partnership,  so  as  to  lessen  the 
competition  between  themselves,  but  this  did  not  help 
matters.  At  the  present  time  it  appears  that  17,000,000Z. 
is  invested  in  the  two  companies,  and  that  the  yield  is  now 
only  a  little  over  2§  per  cent.,  and  the  profits  are  so  steadily 
declining  that  they  cannot  raise  the  fresh  capital  needed 
for  farther  extensions  and  improved  facilities.  It  is  the 
warehousing-business  which  pays  the  companies'  dividends ; 
but,  as  they  obviously  cannot  prevent  importers  storing  their 
goods  where  they  please,  the  companies  urge  that  in  cases 
where  consignees  have  their  goods  unloaded  from  ships 
overside  into  lighters  and  taken  elsewhere  they  should  be 
allowed  to  make  some  charge.  At  present,  if  the  goods  are 
delivered  on  the  quay,  the  companies  charge  a  certain  rate 
per  ton,  but  when  goods  are  delivered  overside  into  barges 
they  get  nothing.  It  is  obvious  that  the  aimission  of 
142,217  barges  (the  number  admitted  in  1898)  must  cause 
the  dock  companies  expense,  and  this  is  estimated  at 
33,0002.  a  year,  in  addition  to  the  part- cost  of  the  police- 
force,  whose  duties  include  protecting  the  merchants'  goods 
while  being  convejed  to  and  from  the  docks  in  lighters. 
The  maximum  toll  it  is  proposed  to  charge  is  not  to  exceed 
Is.  6d.  per  ton. 

There  is,  however,  another  side  of  the  question.  The 
wharfingers  were  in  existence  long  before  the  docks,  and  the 
privilege  of  allowing  lighters  to  follow  the  water  into  the 
docks  was,  they  say,  merely  the  maintenance  of  existing 
rights,  and  the  monopoly  was  only  granted  subject  to  the 
stipulation  that  these  should  be  preserved.  The  wharfingers 
contend  that  because  the  Government  did  not  think  fit  to 
renew  the  monopoly,  and,  further,  allowed  other  warehouses 
to  store  dutiable  goods,  it  is  no  reason  for  interfering  with 
their  rights  in  the  barge-traffic.  The  wharfingers  further 
allege  that  the  trouble  of  the  docks  is  due  to  over-capitalisa- 
tion, and  that  the  wharfs  get  business  because  they  do  their 
work  quicker  and  better,  and  try  to  oblige  their  customers  in 
a  manner  which  official  bodies  never  have  the  reputation  of 
doing.  It  certainly  looks  at  first  sight  that  the  dock  com- 
panies have  a  grievance  which  justifies  them  in  asking  for 
the  right  to  levy  a  charge  on  goods  delivered  overside  into 
lighters ;  but  if  the  wharfingers  can  make  a  good  living  out 
of  their  warehouses,  on  which  insurance  is  heavier  than  on 
the  specially-built  warehouses  in  the  docks,  the  dock  com- 
panies, one  would  think,  ought  to  be  able  to  do  the 
same. 

The  Bill  will  be  watched  with  great  interest  in  com- 
mercial drug  circles ;  but  the  outlook  for  the  docks  is  far 
from  rosy. 


LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  SIR  J.  E.  MILLAIS. 

In  another  column  Mr.  Birratt,  quoting  from  this  book,  tells 
the  story  of  "  Bubbles,"  and  we  may  perhaps  carry  the  tale  a 
little  further.  It  appears  that  some  time  after  Millais  was 
irritated  by  an  allusion  to  his  connection  with  Messrs.  Pears' 
"  Babbles  "  in  Marie  Corelli's  "  Sorrows  of  Satan,"  in  which 
she  makes  one  of  her  characters  remark  that  Millais  had 
degraded  himself  to  the  level  of  painting  the  little  green  boy 
blowing  bubbles  of  Pears'  soap.  Millais  complained,  and 
Marie  replied  with  a  gushing  apology,  and  promised  to  alter 
the  passage  in  the  next  edition  of  the  book.  It  may  also  be 
here  mentioned  that  on  page  44  of  the  second  volume  of  the 
biography  there  is  a  reference  to  "  Mr.  Thomas  Hyde  Hills, 
a  partner  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell,  and  ultimately  head  of  the  firm 
of  Bell  &  Co.,  Oxford  Street,"  who  is  described  as  "  oae  of  our 
greatest  friends  in  these  years  "  (1873). 

SURGICAL  CONSULTANTS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
It  is  an  open  secret  that  Sir  William  MacOormac's  offer  of 
his  services  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was  not  received 
altogether  happily  by  sime  in  the  profession,  and  we  have 
heard  the  offer  compared  with  aa  imaginary  one  by  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  to  assist  Sir  Redvers  Bailer  in  the 
fighting-line.  Medical  journals  have  been  rather  quiet 
about  the  matter,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  oE  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  for  England  last  week  the 
Council  felt  it  necessary  to  pass  a  special  resolution  express- 
ing their  cordial  approval  of  Sir  William  MacCormac  and 
Mr  Frank  Treves  going  to  South  Africa,  and  giving  them 
leave  of  absence  as  members  of  the  Council. 

THE  MEDICAL  PRELIMINARY. 

On  January  1,  1900,  the  new  regulation  in  regard  to  the 
registration  of  medical  students  comes  into  force.  It  differs 
from  the  existing  regulations  only  in  a  detail  which  may 
not  have  been  noted.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  held  last  week  a 
letter  from  the  Clerk  to  the  General  Medical  Council  brought 
the  new  point  into  prominence.  It  is  that  the  medical 
student  producing  evidence  that  he  has  commenced  medical 
studies  must  show  that  the  school  that  he  has  entered  is  a 
university  or  school  of  medicine,  or  a  scientific  institution, 
recognised  by  one  of  the  licensing- bodies  and  approved  by 
the  General  Medical  Council.  The  Council  of  the  College 
have  replied  that  they  do  not  recognise  that  the  General 
Medical  Council  has  any  light  to  impose  such  a  condition  as 
that  in  italics. 

THE  VICEROY  AND  THE  PLAGUE. 

The  limes  correspondent,  telegraphing  from  Allahabad  on 
Sunday,  gives  a  report  of  a  speech  by  Lord  Curzon  in  regard 
to  the  efficacy  of  inoculation  against  the  plague,  which  he  is 
of  opinion  is  by  far  the  wisest  system  of  prophylactic  treat- 
ment that  one  can  adopt.  He  mentioned  that  he  and  his 
suite  had  been  inoculated,  and  observed  that  out  of  100 
plague-seizures  among  uninoculated  persons  between  seventy 
and  eighty  die,  whilst  amongst  inoculated  persons  seized, 
between  70  and  80  per  cent,  are  saved.  We  may  recall  the  fact 
that  a  spirited  description  of  plague-inoculation  and  its 
effects,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson,  of  Bombay, 
appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  when  the 
method  was  introduced, , but  since  that  time  the  treatment 
has  been  improved  and  is  a  surer  thing. 

In  these  days,  when  borax  as  a  milk-preservative  is  so 
much  decried,  it  is  interesting  to  learn  that  M.  Ed.  Crouzel 
proposes  milk  containing  5  per  cent,  of  sodium  borate  as  a 
general  antidote  to  poisons.  Boric  acid  is  precipitated  as 
an  insoluble  borate  by  most  mineral  bases.  The  casein  of 
milk  coagulates  with  toxic  acids,  and  also  forms  insoluble 
caseinates  with  mineral  bases,  while  the  fatty  character  of 
milk  prevents  irritant  substances  from  taking  too  much 
effect. 
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Winter  Session. 


Advance  notices  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under 
"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  requested  to  send  such 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 

Chemical  Society. 

Theee  were  scarcely  a  score  of  Fellows  and  visitors  present 
in  the  lecture- room  of  the  Society,  Burlington  House,  on 
November  16,  when  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  (President)  called  upon 
Dr.  Scott  (Secretary)  to  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting.  The  audience  gradually  increased  in  number, 
amongst  those  on  the  front  bench  being  Dr.  Tilden,  Dr. 
Perkins,  sen..  Dr.  Divers  (formerly  of  Tokio),  Dr.  Armstrong, 
and  Mr.  David  Howard. 

The  papers,  with  one  exception,  were  severely  experimental 
or  theoretical,  the  exception  being  the  paper  communicated 
by  Professor  Dunstan,  M.A.,  on 

Japanese  Aconite  and  Japaconitine. 

This  was  taken  after  Mr.  W.  J.  Sill,  M.A,  of  Cambridge, 
had  proved  to  the  apparent  satisfaction  of  the  meeting  that 
there  are  three  tetrachlorpyridines.  The  aconite  paper  was 
the  fifteenth  of  the  series  dealing  with  our  knowledge  of  the 
aconite  alkaloids  which  Professor  Dunstan  commenced  at 
Bloomsbury  Square,  and  has  continued  at  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute. Mr.  H.  M.  Read  assisted  him  in  the  present  con- 
tribution, which  was  accompanied  by  a  series  of  specimens 
of  japaconitine  and  its  salts  and  derivatives  exceptional  in 
beauty  and  virulence.  Professor  Dunstan  began  his  com- 
munication by  gracefully  referring  to  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Divers,  and  remarking  that  it  was  appropriate  that  he 
should  participate  in  the  work  of  the  Society  when  a  subject 
connected  with  Japan  happened  to  be  on  the  progiamme. 
The  Fellows  applauded  heartily.  Professor  Dunstan  then 
recalled  the  fact  that  Wright  and  Luff  had  in  1879  isolated 
an  alkaloid  (japaconitine)  from  Japanese  aconite-root,  which 
they  believed  to  be  different  from  the  aconitine  of  English 
monkshood,  and  to  which  they  assigned  the  formula 
066H88N202,.  Wright  and  Luff  considered  this  alkaloid  to  be 
the  trianhydride  of  a  double  molecule  of  what  they  called 
the  parent  alkaloid — the  double  molecule  uniting  with  the 
elimination  of  three  molecules  of  water.  But  they  had  not 
isolated  the  parent  alkaloid.  Since  then  Maudelin,  Liibbe, 
and  Freund  and  Beck  have  examined  the  drug  independently, 
and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  its  alkaloid  is  the  same  as 
that  of  Aconitum  Napellus.  The  present  investigators  have 
gone  into  the  matter  very  carefully,  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Wright  and  Luff  were  right,  although  they 
do, not  agree  with'  them  as  to  the  composition  of  the 
alkaloid.  The  differences  between  aconitine  and  japaconitine 
are  quite  marked,  as  the  following  (which  are  but  a  sample 
of  the  facts  mentioned  by  Professor  Dunstan)  show  : — 


Aconitine. 

Melting-point,  196-197°  C. 
'    Sp.  rot.  +14-6°. 

Crystallises  easily  in  hexa- 
gonal prisms. 


Japaconitine. 

Melting-point,  204-2°  C. 
Sp.  rot.  +  20-25°. 
Crystallises  with  difficulty  in 
prismatic  needles. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  has  examined  the  japaconitine  and  finds  it 
to  be  crystallographically  different  from  aconitine  as  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  A.  E.  Tutton.  The  hydrocbloride,  hydro- 
bromide,  hydriodide,  and  nitrate  crystallise,  and  differ  in 
certain  characters  from  the  corresponding  salts  of  aconitine. 
On  hydrolysis  by  alkalies  an  acetyl  radical  is  removed,  and 
the  japbenzaconine  remaining  differs  from  benzaconine  in 
furnishing  only  two  aurichlorides,  while  benzaconine  gives 
three.  The  authors  give  the  provisional  formula  C3lHwNOn 
to  the  alkaloid,  or 

C21H,9(OCH3)4(CH3CO)(CliH.CO)N03. 

Professor  Cash  has  examined  the  alkaloid  physiologically 
and  finds  that  it  acts  much  the  same  as  aconitine,  but  there 
are  points  of  difference  which  will  be  dealt  with  later. 
Altogether  the  evidence  disproves  the  assertions  of  foreign 
workers,  and  sustains  the  earlier  reports  of  Wright  and  Luff 


that  Japanese  aconite  jields  a  different  alkaloid  from  English 
aconite.  The  authors  fiud  a  small  amount  of  a  second 
alkaloid,  japaconine,  also  present,  but  in  much  smaller  pro- 
portion than  the  secondary  alkaloid  of  Eoglish  aconite. 

The  Pbesidknt,  in  thanking  Professor  Dunstan  for  the 
communication,  referred  to  the  care  with  which  the  work 
had  been  carried  out,  and  asked  a  question  as  to  the  botanical 
origin  of  the  Japanese  drug.  •  i 

Dr.  Tilden  commented  upon  the  similarity  of  the  action 
of  the  alkaloids,  and  wished  to  know  if  the  salts  possessed 
the  same  action,  as  it  sometimes  happened  that  these  bodies 
diminished  in  activity  when  combined  with  acids. 

Mr.  David  Howaed  hoped  the  physiological  action  of 
the  alkaloid  and  its  derivatives  would  be  thoroughly  worked 
out.  It  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  facts  that  bodies 
widely  different  in  optical  activity  possessed  similar  physio- 
logical action,  and  others  chemically  allied  but  differing 
slightly  in  optical  power  acted  quite  differently.  It  was  of 
great  importance  that  such  problems  should  be  worked  out 
by  chemists  and  physiologists  jointly. 

Dr.  Divees,  on  rising  to  speak,  was  received  with 
applause.  He  said  he  was  pleased  that  his  old  friend  Alder 
Wright's  observations  had  been  corroborated,  and  expressed 
the  pleasure  which  he  had,  after  an  absence  of  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  in  being  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chemical 
Society  once  more. 

Professor  Dunstan,  replying  to  the  questions,  said  that 
the  botanical  source  of  Japanese  aconite  had  not  been 
definitely  settled  by  botanists.  Some  said  it  was  Aconitum 
chinense,  and  others  A.  ja/ponicum.  It  was  the  commercial 
drug  that  he  had  worked  on.  As  to  the  activity,  he  observed 
that  pseudaconitine  from  A.  ferox  and  japaconitine  more 
closely  resembled  each  other  than  they  did  aconitine  ;  but 
the  fact  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Japanese  aconite  con- 
tained a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  crystallisable  alkaloid 
than  English  aconite,  and  that,  rather  than  any  great 
difference  in  the  activity  of  the  alkaloids,  was  the  reason 
why  the  Japanese  drug  was  stronger.  He  also  recalled  the 
facts  already  recorded — that  the  removal  of  the  acetyl  and 
benzoyl  groups  from  the  alkaloid  altered  the  physiological 
activity  so  much  that  the  base  remaining  was  comparatively 
harmless.  He  had  failed,  however,  to  reconstitute  the 
alkaloid  by  synthesis. 

The  next  paper  was  by  Professor  James  Walker 
(Dundee),  who  was  greeted  with  applause.  The  piper 
dealt  with  ; 

Ionisation  of  Weak  Acids, 
as  determined  by  the  electric  conductivity  of  the  solutions. 
Mr.  Cormack  had  assisted  him  in  the  investigation.  The 
experiments  were  condacted  in  an  air-free  tube,  into  which 
pure  water  could  be  admitted  without  access  of  air,  so  that 
the  conductivity  of  solutions  of  different  strengths  could  be 
determined.  The  following  figures  express  the  results  ob- 
tained with  decinormal  solutions: — 


Hydrochloric  acid 

Acetic  acid   

Carbonic  acid  (H.;C05) 
Sulphuretted  hydrogen 
Boric  acid 
Hydrocyanic  acid 
Phenol  


91-4 
1-3 
017 
0075 
0013 
0-011 
0-003 


These  show  not  only  the  relative  amounts  of  dissociation, 
but  their  affinity  also.  For  example,  if  hydrochloric  acid 
and  phenol  were  competing  together  for  a  base,  the  hydro- 
chloric would  get  22,000  parts  for  every  one  that  phenol  got 
The  figures  also  show  the  relative  displacing-streDgths  of 
the  acids,  carbonic  acid  being  nearly  fifteen  times  stronger 
than  boric  acid. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  Mr.  Veenon  Haecouet 
suggested  sarcastically  that  Professor  Walker  should  give 
the  absolute  electric  conductivities,  which  would  always 
be  valuable,  whereas  those  modified  by  some  theory  or  other 
might  be  useless  after  a  few  years.  Mr.  Howaed  mentioned 
that  boric  acid  and  other  acids  in  hot  solutions  are  much 
stronger  than  in  the  cold,  to  which  Professor  Walkee  re- 
plied that  that  was  due  partly  to  the  non-volatile  nature  of 
boric  and  other  acids.  When  the  more  volatile  acids  were 
dissipated  by  heat,  the  weaker  acids  had  a  better  chance  of 
getting  at  the  bases.  Replying  to  other  questions,  he  stated 
that  he  assumed  the  dissociation  of  boric  acid  to  be  into  H 
and  HB03,  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  H  and  HS,  and  so  on. 


November  25,  1899 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


869 


Dr.  Tilden  mentioned  that  one  of  his  pupils  has  been 
making  similar  experiments  with  diazoacoide,  which  he  finds 
to  be  a  very  weak  acid.  The  results  are  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Society. 

Professor  Walkee  next  told  the  meeting  how  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  preparing 

Ammonium  Cyanate 

in  abundance,  and  in  a  pure  state.  He  prepares  etherial 
solutions  of  ammonia  and  cyanic  acid  and  mixes  them,  when 
the  cyanate  falls  as  a  white  powder.  It  keeps  perfectly  if 
kept  dry,  but  on  the  slightest  exposure  to  the  air  1  to  2  per 
cent,  of  it  is  decomposed  into  urea  and  at  80°  0.  this  change 
is  complete,  the  transformation  beiog  so  rapid  that  the  beat 
of  chemical  action  fuses  the  emanate.  All  but  3  per  cent,  of 
the  cyanate  is  transformed  into  urea,  this  remainder  giving 
off  ammonia  and  leaving  a  residue  which  is  probably  cyami- 
lide.  The  change  at  80  C.  is  instantaneous,  but  at  33°  it 
takes  fifty  hours. 

Professor  Walker  was  congratulated  on  the  brilliance  of 
his  achievement ;  and  after  the  Fellows  remaining  had  had 
ten  minutes  of  graphic  formulae  on  the  esterification  of  beta- 
naphthol,  they  went  up  to  the  coft'ee-room. 


Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  MEETING  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  Birming- 
ham on  November  16,  Mr.  F.  A.  Spear  in  the  chair. 

The  evening  was  devoted  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock, 
F.I.C ,  entitled 

Remarks  on  Laboratory  Chemicals, 

all  of  which,  said  Mr.  Alcock,  had  come  under  his  notice 
during  the  past  year  or  so. 

Hydrochloric  Acid  he  had  found  to  contain  a  great  deal 
of  arsenic,  and  as  this  acid  was  largely  used  in  conjunction 
with  stannous  chloride  as  a  test  for  arsenic,  it  had  been 
looked  upon  with  suspicion  for  a  long  time. 

Sulphuric  Acid  was  largely  used  in  the  Kjeldhal  process 
for  the  determination  of  nitrogen  in  organic  substances, 
which,  when  boiled  with  it,  converted  the  nitrogen  iDto 
ammonium  sulphate,  which  was  subsequently  distilled  in 
the  presence  of  alkali.  It  should  therefore  be  tested  for 
ammonia,  as  this  was  used  to  purify  the  acid  from  nitrates, 
■which  were  incidental  to  its  manufacture.  In  place  of 
ammonium  sulphate  oxalic  acid  would  be  found  useful  in 
getting  rid  of  nitrates. 

Nitric  Acid  was  used  to  get  lid  of  orsanic  matter  when 
testing  for  lead  in  urine,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  free 
from  the  contamination  of  lead.  But  it  was  a  dillicuh.  thing 
to  obtain  it  lead-free,  unless  made  specially  in  suitable 
vessels.  The  common  vatiety  had  been  found  to  contain  as 
much  as  1  per  cent,  of  iron  calculated  as  oxide. 

(llacial  Acetic  Acid  was  a  source  of  considerable  trouble, 
because  no  very  good  and  bandy  test  of  strength  was 
recorded  in  the  books,  and  as  it  was  much  used  as  a  test- 
reagent  in  the  B.P.  it  behoved  them  to  see  that  it  was  up  to 
the  right  strength.  Moreover,  it  was  largely  exported  to 
Australia,  where  a  duty  was  charged  according  to  its 
strength,  and  therefore  it  was  subject  to  tests  by  the 
Customs  officers.  He  was  told  that  the  simple  test  that  he 
suggested  some  time  ago — viz ,  the  use  of  an  equal  volume 
of  turpentine,  which  should  form  a  clear  and  perfectly 
miscible  solution— had  been  found  useful  by  the  authorities 
in  detecting  the  presence  of  even  \  per  cent,  of  water. 

Phosphoric  Acid. — One  sample  of  this  could  not  be  used 
for  laboratory-purposes,  because  it  gave  a  voluminous  pre- 
cipitate on  the  addition  of  excess  of  ammonium  hydrate. 
This  precipitate  was  found  to  bs  aluminium  phosphate  with 
a  little  lime. 

Boric  Acid.— This  should  be  soluble  in  alcohol,  and  as 
borax  was  not  soluble  in  alcohol  the  means  was  thus  obtained 
of  distinguishing  the  one  from  the  other.  As  much  as  9  per 
cent,  had  been  found  to  be  insoluble  in  spirit,  which  con- 
sisted chielly  of  borax  with  some  sulphate. 

A  Solution  of  Ammonia,  880,  contained  sometimes  an 
undue  proportion  of  iron,  which  got  in  the  way  in  some 
chemical  operations.  He  had  found  it  to  exist  to  the  extent 
of  -03  per  cent,  in  some  samples. 

Potassium  Hydrate    and    sodium  hydrate    in  sticks. 


Objection  was  taken  to  the  use  of  parchment-paper  when 
these  were  packed  in  bottles.  As  they  were  much  used 
in  making  strong  alkaline  permanganate  solution  a  little  of 
this  might  do  serious  damage  to  this  reagent. 

Sodium  Bicarbonate,  with  ammonium  salts  present  in  un- 
usual quantities.  This  interfered  with  some  chemical 
operations. 

Ammonium  Carbonate  was  sometimes  sold  in  powder. 
This  cauld  not  be  too  strongly  objected  to,  because  in  his 
experience  he  had  never  found  a  sample  anything  near  the 
official  requirements.  No  doubt  during  the  process  of 
powdering  much  ammonia-gas  was  lost,  and  what  remained 
consisted  largely  of  bicarbonate.  This  salt  should  also  be 
free  from  fixed  residue,  because  its  solution  was  used  to 
moisten  precipitates  of  calcium  carbonate  during  the  final 
stage  of  ignition  in  the  assay  of  lime  salts.  Five  per  cent,  of 
iron  had  been  found  in  this. 

Lime  was  much  used  in  the  determination  of  sulphur  in 
coke,  but  it  was  difficult  to  get  it  reasonably  free  from 
sulphate  unless  specially  prepared  from  marble.  One 
sample  contained  so  much  sulphate  as  to  yield  no  less  than 
15  per  cent,  of  barium  sulphate. 

Ammonium  Sulphydrate. — The  B  P.  required  this  to  be 
freshly  made,  and  perhaps  in  many  operations  it  could  be 
dispensed  with  altogether  by  passing  sulphuretted-hydrogen 
gas  through  the  solution  with  ammonium  hydrate  in  excess  ; 
but  so  long  as  it  was  to  be  obtained  commercially  it  should 
be  free  from  such  objectionable  substances  as  sulphates. 

Iron  Sulphide. — This  very  humble  chemical  often  gave 
trouble.  Sometimes  it  was  in  such  a  passive  condition  as 
to  resist  the  b'andhhments  of  dilute  acids,  and  refused  to 
be  acted  upon  by  them.  Then  it  was  said  to  be  burned, 
having  been  prepared  at  too  high  a  temperature.  Again,  it 
had  been  met  with  that  after  all  chemical  action  had  ceased 
a  black  insoluble  residue  remained,  amounting  to  from  12  per 
cent,  to  15  per  cent ,  which  resisted  the  action  of  both 
diluted  hydrochloric  acid  and  sulphuric  acid.  On  ignition  it 
seemed  to  contain  both  iron  and  sulphur  in  some  peculiar 
form. 

Litharge,  which  found  some  use  in  the  laboratory,  bad 
been  met  with  containing  10  per  cent,  of  metallic  lead, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  imperfect  oxidation  or  to  the  fact  that 
the  sample  had  not  been  sifted. 

Stannic  Oxide,  containing  5  per  cent,  of  lead  compounds. 
These  were  readily  detected  by  warming  a  sample  with  a 
mixture  of  ammonium  sulphide  and  hydrate.  A  black 
residue  was  left  behind,  and  would  generally  be  found  to 
consist  of  lead  sulphide. 

Cilcium,  Sulphate. — On  one  occasion  a  sample  was  found 
which  could  not  have  been  purified  according  to  the  official 
requirements,  for  it  contained  9  per  cent,  of  calcium  car- 
bonate. As  this  was  a  convenient  substance  to  practise  on 
for  the  determination  of  the  phosphoric  radical,  with  such  a 
sample  a  student  would  not  have  had  much  faith  in 
chemistry. 

Red-lead  was  of  great  value  as  a  test  for  manganese  in 
complex  mixtures,  and  also  as  a  quantitative  colorimetric 
test  for  manganese  in  steels.  Many  samples  he  had 
examined  contained  manganese  ;  this  would  spoil  its  use  for 
the  detection  of  maDganese  unless  its  amount  was  previously 
determined.. 

Sodium  Arsenate  — This  was  marked  puriss ,  and  no 
doubt  would  have  been  found  so  if,  in  the  transference  of 
the  specimen  from  the  stock-bottle  to  his,  the  attendant  had 
not  added  a  few  pieces  of  glass,  weighing,  in  a  quantity  of 
4  oz  ,  6)  gr.  This  seemed  a  fruitful  source  of  danger,  and 
called  for  carefulness  on  the  part  of  those  who  retailed  such 
substances,  for  glass  and  arsenate  of  sodium  had  a  trans- 
parency in  coromoD,  and  were  without  colour. 

Potassium  Permanganate  was  sometimes  a  source  of 
trouble ;  but  this  would  not  come  as  a  surprise  when  he 
mentioned  that  it  was  imported  in  wooden  barrels. 

Strontium  Nitrate  was  a  perennial  source  of  anxiety  to 
the  teacher  and  perplexity  to  the  student.  The  latter  read 
that  with  potassium  chromate  in  an  acetic-acid  solution  no 
precipitate  was  obtained  with  strontium  salts.  But,  to  his 
great  surprise,  he  did  get  a  precipitate,  and,  thinking  to  have 
discovered  something  wrong,  he  appealed,  only  to  find  that 
it  was  adulterated  with  [barium  salts.  As  strontium  salts 
were  sometimes  used  in  medicine,  it  was  well  to  call  atten- 
tion to  this  point. 
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Potas&ium  Iodide. — This  was  often  unsatisfactory.  It 
contained  too  mush  moisture — 1  to  5  per  cent.  This  at  Is. 
an  oz.  paid  well.  A  sample  was  found  that  contained 
sulphates  in  appreciable  quantities,  and  conveyed  the  idea 
generally  tba'i  pearlash  had  been  used  in  the  preparation  of 
the  hydrate  from  which  the  potassium  iodide  was  made. 

Hydrogen  Peroxide  has  been  found  to  contain  both 
sulphuric  and  hydrochloric  acids.  It  was  not  desirable  to 
have  both  present,  bscause  they  limited  its  use  in  the 
chemical  laboratory. 

Emplastrum  Plumbi  found  a  use  in  the  chemical  labora- 
tory for  the  preparation  of  a  stronger  soap  solution  which, 
on  dilution,  was  used  to  determine  hardness  in  water.  It 
had  been  found  to  contain  much  undecomposed  litharge,  and 
in  one  instance  pieces  of  the  size  of  flax- seeds  were  re- 
moved. Such  could  not  be  used  with  confidence,  although 
it  would  not  greatly  interfere  with  the  final  solution,  which, 
as  it  did  not  keep  well,  was  always  standardised  at  the  time 
it  was  used. 

Rod  Metallic  Zinc  was  largely  used  for  the  reduction 
of  ferric  solution  to  the  ferrous  condition  before  titration 
with  permanganate.  As  much  as  10  grammes  of  zinc  was 
recommended  for  -15  gramme  of  iron.  If  the  quantity  of 
iron  presfnt  in  the  zinc  was  at  all  great,  the  allowance  to 
be  made  for  its  presence  would  be  almost  as  great  as  the  iron 
present  in  the  solution  under  examination.  A  sample 
shown,  which  was  sold  as  iron-free,  contained  1725  per  cent, 
of  iron. 

Ammonium  Chloride. — A  sample  shown  was  of  a  distinctly 
pink  colour,  which  was  due  to  a  double-barrelled  admixture 
—the  presence  of  iron  in  the  ferric  condition,  and  the 
presence  of  a  little  ammonium  tbiocyanate.  It  developed 
when  kept  some  time,  and  was  due  to  the  formation  of  ferric 
thiocyanate 

Oxalic  Acid  and  Ammonium  Oxalate. — These  were  used 
for  the  titration  of  potassium  permanganate,  coi  as 
officially  recommended,  for  it  was  feared  that  would  not  be 
a  success.  (See  B  P.I  The  text-books  suggested  a  tempera- 
ture at  or  about  60°  F.,  which  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
official  instructions.  Of  the  two  the  latter  was  to  be  pre- 
ferred for  the  determination  of  permanganate  solution,  for 
when  carefully  prepared  in  glass  vessels  there  was  less  fear 
of  organic  and  other  impurities  being  present  in  the 
ammonium  oxalate  than  in  the  case  of  oxalic  acid.  The 
impurity  in  the  oxalic  acid  was  of  organic  origin,  for 
5  grammes  of  it,  when  incinerated,  left  only  3  milligrammes 
of  residue. 

Urea.— This  was  used  in  organic  analysis,  and  for  com- 
parative tests  in  urine-testing.  A  sample  shown  contained 
3  per  cent,  of  barium  carbonate,  the  origin  of  which  was  not 
known. 

Ether  was  sometimes  not  np  to  the  mark.  But  the  test 
suggested  by  Mr.  Gerrard  would  detect  the  hydrogen  per- 
oxide or  ozone,  or  whatever  it  was,  which  was  sometimes 
present,  and  which  would  liberate  iodine  from  potassium 
iodide.  It  was  the  addition  of  iodoform  that,  when  these 
were  present,  set  iodide  free. 

A  short  discussion  followed. 


Plymouth  Chemists  and  the  Company 
Question. 

Members  of  Plymouth,  Devonporfc,  Stonehouse  and 
District  Chemisis'  Association  held  a  special  meeting  on 
Wednesday  (November  22),  to  consider  the  following  sug- 
gestions relative  to  proposed  pharmacy  legislation  received 
from  the  Council  of  the  Federated  Associations  :  — 

(1)  To  protect  chemists'  titles  and  make  it  illegal  for  companies 
of  unqualified  persons  to  keep  open  shop  for  selling  poisons  as  in 
the  case  of  individuals. 

(2)  To  apply  for  protection  of  titles  only. 

(3)  That  all  the  directors  of  a  company  shall  be  qualified. 

(4)  That  the  managing  director  only  need  be  qualified. 

(5)  That  a  company  shall  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemist  and  druggist  with  a  qualified  manager  or  assistant,  who 
shall  be  registered  for  the  purpose,  and  whose  name  shall  appear 
in  connection  with  the  business. 

Mr.  F  B.  Maitland  (President)  occupied  the  chair. 
Mr.  Cocks,  speaking  as  an  individual  chemist  and  not  as 
Secretary  of  the  Federation,  said,  in  dealing  with  the  ques- 
ion  of  titles,  the  qualifying  examination  was  ordered  by 


Parliament,  thereby  guaranteeing  an  efficient  individual  to 
administer  to  the  wants  and  protection  of  the  public.  The 
Government's  agent  (the  Council)  issued  to  the  successful 
candidate  his  title-deeds  (a  certificate  bearing  the  hall  mark 
of  chemist  and  druggist).  It  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
pablic  that  the  law  should  prevent  that  title  being  usurped. 
With  regard  to  the  more  difficult  question  of  company- 
pharmacy,  companies  could  well  argue  that  if  they  conducted 
their  busine-s  by  qualified  men,  they  could  not  do  more  for 
the  public's  benefic.  The  opponents  replied  that  it  was  not 
so  safeguarded  as  if  the  proprietors  were  qualified  ;  and  he 
thought  the  company  could  well  reply  that  the  public  was 
their  safeguard,  as,  if  their  qualified  manager  did  not 
conduct  their  business  sufficiently  carefully,  their  customers 
would  leave  them. 

Mr.  Baege  asked  whether  it  was  recognised  by  the 
Government  that  a  company  stood  on  a  different  footing 
from  an  individual.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  recognised  as 
illegal  for  a  body  of  men  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemist 
and  druggist  which  an  unqualified  individual  could  not 
carry  on. 

Toe  Chaibman  remarked  that  when  the  Act  was  passed 
pharmacy-companies  were  not  in  vogue. 

The  Hon.  Secbetaby  :  It  is  not  illegal,  but  it  is  not 
legal. 

Mr.  Babge  :  We  want  to  make  it  illegal  for  a  company  to 
do  what  an  individual  cannot  do,  and  I  think  we  should 
pass  a  resolution  desiring  that  this  should  be  done.  I  do 
not  see  what  other  stand  we  can  take. 

Mr.  Park  pointed  out  that  they  were  Dot  dealing  with  a 
new  Pharmacy  Act.  They  would  like  to  get  that,  but  they 
were  dealing  now  with  the  amendment  of  the  Companies 
Bill.  If  that  Bill  was  reintroduced  next  session  they  should 
endeavour  to  prevent  companies  keeping  shop  for  the  sale 
and  dispensing  of  poisons.  They  were  not  asking  Parliament 
to  prevent  anyone  dealing  in  drugs  and  chemicals  in  the 
ordinary  way,  but  to  restrain  the  sale  of  poisons  included  in 
the  schedule  of  the  1868  Act. 

Mr.  Tueney  said  it  was  the  question  of  the  protection  of 
their  rights  to  deal  in  poisons  that  they  had  to  fight  for,  and 
in  any  lesolution  they  passed  they  should  use  a  term  imply- 
ing the  right  of  dealing  with  "  schedule  poisons."  He 
understood  that  Clause  3  in  the  Companies  Bill  provided 
that  no  company  should  practise  the  professions  of  dentistry, 
medicine,  or  midwifery,  and  if  taey  added  the  word 
"  chemist "  it  would  have  to  be  defined.  His  sympathies 
were  with  the  proposal  "to  protect  chemists'  titles  and  make 
it  illegal  for  companies  of  unqualified  persons  to  keep  open 
shop  tor  selling  poisons  as  in  the  case  of  individuals."  As  a 
matter  of  principle  they  ought  to  fight  for  the  whole  thing. 
It  was  only  a  matter  of  common  justice,  and,  although 
companies  had  been  carrying  on  the  business  of  chemist 
and  druggist  for  a  long  time,  that  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  be  allowed  to  continue  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Ropee  said  the  main  point  they  had  to  keep  in  mind 
was,  Where  would  they  be  if  they  failed  1 

Mr.  Tueney  :  Are  we  not  as  likely  to  fail  and  to  arouse 
jast  as  much  opposition  if  we  attempt  only  half-measnres  ? 

Mr.  Ropee  said  Mr.  Newsholme  told  them  at  the  dinner 
that  the  attempt  to  retrieve  the  disaster  was  a  failure 
through  a  curriculum  clause  being  inserted  in  the  new 
Bill.  Their  object  now  was  to  protect  their  titles.  It  was  a 
question  whether  they  should  wreck  the  defence  of  their 
titles,  and  they  ought  not  to  decide  it  hastily.  There  was  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  against  going  for  a  hard  and  fast  reso- 
lution of  the  kind  suggested,  and  thereby  committing  them- 
selves to  a  line  which  would  perhaps  be  disastrous  if  they 
failed. 

I'he  Hon.  Secbetaby  asked  whether  it  would  be  a 
disaster  if  they  did  fail  1  Would  it  make  thiDgs  worse  than 
they  were  now  1  He  was  inclined  to  doubt  whether  it 
would.  It  was  not  for  them  to  attempt  to  get  protection 
for  carrying  on  the  ordinary  business  of  chemist  and 
druggist,  but  to  get  protected  in  the  higher  platforms  of  the 
profession,  and  to  do  this  they  ought  to  take  the  same 
course  as  the  members  of  the  legal  and  medical  professions. 
Three  or  four  persons  coul  1  not  set  up  business  in  those 
professions. 

Mr.  Ropeb  :  There  are  dental   institutes    carrjiDg  on 
business  in  London  and  Brighton. 
The  Secretary  :  It  is  illegal. 
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Mr.  Kopbe  :  It  has  not  been  held  to  be  illegal  yet.  Does 
the  proposal  include  not  only  "schedule  poisons  "but  all 
poisons  ? 

Mr.  Cocks  :  What  do  you  fear  in  the  event  of  our  failing 
to  get  all  we  ask  ? 

Mr.  Hopes  :  The  question  is  now  one  of  doubt.  You  would 
then  make  it  one  of  certainty. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  he  would  rather  have  that.  What  was  the 
use  of  a  title  if  they  could  not  stop  unqualified  people 
becoming  chemists.  If  they  failed  they  would  at  any  rate 
know  where  they  were. 

Mr.  Roper  :  My  wish  is  to  go  for  the  protection  of  the 
title. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  they  heard  a  good  deal  about  vested  in- 
terests, but  the  chemists  had  more  vested  interests  than  the 
companies.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Hunt  said  it  was  not  a  proposal  to  bring  in  a  new 
Bill,  but  to  insert  a  clause  in  a  Bill. 

The  Chairman  :  We  want  to  be  included,  the  same  as 
the  surgeon,  dentist,  and  midwife. 

Mr.  Hunt  would  like  the  Government  to  define  their 
position.  The  Government  instituted  the  examination.  What 
position  did  the  examination  put  them  in  1  On  the  profes- 
sional side  of  their  business  they  were  in  line  with  the 
medical  men. 

Mr.  Park  :  The  Lord  Chancellor  recognises  that. 

Mr.  Hunt:  We  do  not  want  to  prevent  a  store  or  anyone 
from  doing  the  ordinary  retail  trade. 

Mr.  Park  said  they  could  not  see  how  an  individual  who 
had  an  individual  qualification  could  confer  that  qualifica- 
tion  upon  a  number  of  unqualified  individuals.  A  manager, 
who  to  outward  appearance  was  responsible  to  the  public, 
was  not  a  free  agent 

Mr.  Weary  considered  it  would  be  very  bad  policy  to  go 
for  what  was  proposed  unless  they  were  almost  morally 
certain  they  would  get  it.  Failure  would  be  a  very  bad 
thing,  because  there  were  a  large  number  of  people  who  did 
not  now  entertain  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  stores,  and 
were  sufficiently  nervous  to  go  to  the  chemist.  With  the  jus- 
tification and  the  magnificent  advertisement  which  the  stores 
would  get  in  the  event  of  the  chemists  losing,  which  he 
considered  extremely  likely,  the  failure  would  do  the  pro- 
fession a  great  deal  of  harm. 

Mr.  Roper  asked  what  percentage  of  local  chemists  was 
present  ?  It  was  a  serious  thing  for  them  to  commit  the 
chemists  of  the  neighbourhood  to  a  cerlain  line  of  action. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  difficult  for  all  chemists  to 
attend  the  meeting  ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  the  opinion  of 
that  meeting  would  be  generally  the  opinion  of  the  members 
of  the  Association.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Roper  did  not  think  the  members  who  attended  the 
meetings  represented  the  opinions  of  those  who  did  not 
attend.  It  would  be  a  bold  step  for  half  a  dozen  to  pass 
a  resolution  committing  them  to  a  resolution  which  might 
prove  disastrous. 

The  Secretary  suggested  that  a  memorial  might  be  sent 
round  for  signature. 

Mr.  Park  said  they  had  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Mendl, 
M.P.,  who  was  quite  willing  to  support  them  as  well  as  he 
could.  They  as  chemists  ought  to  fight  till  the  last.  They 
would  be  cowardly  in  goiDg  against  their  own  interests. 

Mr.  Weary  said  discretion  wa9  sometimes  the  better  part 
of  valour. 

Mr.  Park  said  they  hoped  in  the  future  to  get  the 
Pharmacy  Act  amended,  but  if  they  acquiesced  in  company- 
tradiDg  now  they  would  be  reminded  of  this  when  they 
asked  for  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Retail 
pharmacy  did  not  require  limited  liability  to  carry  it  on. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  clause  they  submitted  to  Mr.  Mendl  pro- 
vided that  it  should  be  unlawful  for  a  company  consisting  of 
individuals  not  registered  as  chemists  and  druggists  to 
assume  and  use  any  title  implying  registration  under  the 
Pharmacy  Acts. 

The  ChaibmAN  eaid  Mr.  Mendl  told  them  be  would  not 
only  support  them  in  the  House,  but  would  also  appear 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  the  Government  Department 
that  would  have  charge  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Tueney  moved  the  adoption  of  the  first  proposil, 
added  to  as  follows  : — 

To  protect  chemists'  titles  and  make  it  illegal  for  companies  of 


unqualified  persons  to  keep  open  shop  for  dispensing  and  selling 
schedule  poisons  as  in  the  case  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Barge  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried,  Mr. 
Roper  not  voting. 


Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

The  first  literary  meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  in  the 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy  on  November  16,  Mr.  Prosper 
H.  Marsden  presiding. 

After  the  election  of  five  new  members — viz.,  Messrs. 
Harrod,  Irving,  H.  Moses,  W.  Moses,  and  0.  Wright, 

Some  Interesting  Prescriptions 
were  read  by  Mr.  Hughes  with  a  view  to  eliciting  opinions 
as  to  the  best  method  of  compounding  them. 

The  first  was  one  for  pills  containing  carbolic  acid  §  gr. 
and  morphine  acetate,  J  gr.  in  each,  to  be  made  very  small. 
Leliquescence  took  place,  and  in  remedying  this  enough 
pulvis  glycyrrhizx  had  to  be  used  to  make  the  pills  about,  a 
3-gr.  size. 

The  second  was : — 

Olei  rusci      ...       ...       ...       ...  5iij. 

Hydr.  amnion.         ...       ...       ...    gr.  xx. 

Sulph.  subl.   ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  lxxx. 

Lanolini        ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Tincturse  quillaias    ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Ft.  cremor. 
To  be  applied  with  a  brush. 

With  a  relatively  large  amount  of  the  tincture  a  jelly-like 
mass  was  made,  but  it  could  not  be  said  to  be  a  cream  capable 
of  use  by  means  of  a  brush. 

The  reason  of  the  deliquescence  in  the  pill  mass,  according 
to  Mr.  Cowley,  was  likely  to  be  because  the  phenol  threw 
out  acetic  acid  from  the  morphine  acetate,  and  took  its  place. 
If  the  alkaloid  morphine  were  used  in  proportionate  amount, 
and  the  whole  massed  with  some  absorbent  material,  a 
smaller  pill  would  doubtless  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Wyatt  thought  there  could  be  no  great  objection  to 
the  use  of  shavings  of  beeswax  with  a  little  powdered 
marsh-mallow  root. 

Mr.  Morgan  had  dispensed  somewhat  similar  pills  in 
capsules.  They  were  composed  of  thymol  and  menthol,  of 
each  ^  gr.  in  each  pill.  If  rubbed  together  a  solution 
was  formed  which  required  an  abnormal  amount  of  powder 
to  make  into  a  pill. 

The  general  opinion  concerning  the  second  prescription 
was  that,  as  it  stood,  the  tincture  of  quillaya  would  scarcely 
form  a  cream,  but  that  the  addition  of  a  little  oil  and  water 
would  be  better. 

In  a  recent  analysis  of 

A  Sample  op  Urine, 

Mr.  Hughes  observed  a  white  precipitate  fall  on  the 
addition  of  FehliDg's  solution,  but  on  boiling  no  reduction 
was  apparent,  and  he  wanted  enlightenment  as  to  the 
cause. 

Both  the  President  and  Mr.  Cowley  put  this  down  to 
the  presence  of  bodies  such  as  mucin,  albumen,  phosphates, 
which  have  a  known  influence  on  the  sensitiveness  of 
the  copper  tests,  and  Mr.  Cowley,  in  addition,  cautioned  his 
hearers  against  assuming  that  urines  contained  glucose, 
except  after  a  series  of  carefully-performed  tests,  applied  to 
various  samples  taken  during  at  least  a  week. 

Allen's  modification  of  Fehling's  test  was  strongly  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Wyatt,  as  the  addition  of  the  copper  solution 
to  the  boiling  urine  removed  albumen  and  phosphates,  and 
on  converting  the  copper  remaining  in  the  solution  after 
cooling,  to  acetate,  by  the  use  of  a  solution  of  sodium  acetate 
and  filterintr,  the  whole  of  the  bodies  interfering  with  the 
copper  test  (be  they  albumen,  phosphates,  urates,  creatinine, 
or  what  not)  were  got  rid  of,  either  coagulated  by  heat,  or 
in  combination  with  cupric  sulphate  or  acetate.  The  subse- 
quent boiling  of  the  filtered  copper  solution  and  urine  with 
the  alkaline  tartrate  showed  the  faintest  trace  of  glucose. 

An  excellent  lecture  was  then  delivered  by  Mr.  A.  C. 
Cowley  on 

The  Nitbogen  Group  of  Elements, 

in  the  course  of  which  the  relationship  existing  between 
nitrogen,  phosphorus,  arseire,  antimony,  and  bismuth  was 
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explained  by  reference  to  their  halogen,  oxygen,  and  sulphur 
compounds.  The  effect  of  prolonged  washing  with  water  on 
the  oxysalts  of  bismuth  used  in  pharmacy  was  also  men- 
tioned in  suppoit  of  scientific  facts  regarding  the  displace- 
ment of  acid  radicles  from  bismuth  halogen  compounds  by 
the  action  of  water.  Some  of  the  more  explosive  nitrogen 
haloids  were  also  discoursed  upon  by  the  lecturer,  who 
treated  his  subject  in  a  free  and  unconventional  manner 
calculated  to  engage  the  attention  of  his  audience  and  fix  it 
upon  a  subject  wbich  at  first  glance  appeared  somewhat  dry 
and  ultra-pharmaceutic. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Cowley  at  the  close, 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wyatt  seconded  by  Mr.  Smalley, 
and  a  general  discussion  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
President  mentioned  that  nitrogen  compounds  were 
attracting  popular  attention  at  the  present  time  owing  to 
their  being  the  bodies  which  formed  the  greater  part  of  the 
powerful  explosives  used  in  modern  warfare,  such  as  lyddite, 
melinite,  and  cordite.  With  reference  to  the  latter  body 
Mr.  Wyatt  contributed  some  particulars  of  its  composition, 
manufacture,  and  use,  together  with  the  difficulties  which 
had  to  be  overcome  before  such  compounds  could  be  used  in 
small  arms  and  in  artillery  generally. 

The  meeting  decided  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Mr. 
Edward  Divies,  F.C.S ,  F.I.C.,  in  the  bereavement  he  is 
suffering  by  the  loss  of  bis  wife.  Mr.  Davies  is  one  of  the 
oldest  supporters  of  the  Society,  and  one  to  whom  it  owes 
much  for  his  friendly  and  helpful  attitude  while  in 
the  first  throes  of  its  existence.  As  Mr.  Davies  would  be 
unable  to  deliver  his  promised  lecture  at  their  next  meeting, 
the  President  suggested  that  Mr.  Wyatt  should  give  them 
some  further  details  on  "Arms  and  Ammunition,"  a  proposi- 
tion which  was  well  received  and  which  Mr.  Wya'.t  willingly 
agreed  to.   

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  usual  Thursday  evening  meeting  of  this  Association 
was  held  on  November  16,  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.  It  was 
a  "  short-paper  "  evening,  but  when  the  meeting  commenced 
(with  fifteen  members  present)  only  one  paper  was  forth- 
coming, and  that  was  contributed  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Robins  on 
the  subject  of 

Bitter  Oranges, 

Mr.  Robins  pointed  out  the  fallacy  of  the  idea  that  all 
bitter  oranges  were  Seville  oranges.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  were  imported  from  Malaga,  Seville,  and  Messina  about 
November,  January,  and  February  respectively,  in  the  order 
named,  and  Malaga  supplied  the  largest  quantity  and  Seville 
the  smallest  A  small  quantify  of  very  fine  fruit  came  from 
Jaffa.  The  tincture,  according  to  the  London  Pharmacopoeia, 
1851,  was  to  be  prepared  from  the  fruit  dried  in  February, 
March,  and  April ;  and  the  B.P.  of  1834  and  1867  mentioned 
the  lipe  fruit  imported  from  the  South  of  Europe.  In  the 
B.P.  Additions,  1874,  tincture  from  the  fresh  peel  was 
ordered  for  the  first  time.  Distillers  were  large  users  of 
both  the  dried  and  the  fresh  peels  in  the  manufacture  of 
cordials,  liqueurs,  and  orange-wine,  the  drug  and  mineral- 
water  trades  consuming  a  comparatively  small  quantity.  It 
was  important,  Mr.  Robins  said,  to  use  peel  from  ripe  fruit 
in  official  preparations,  as  from  that  only  was  the  full  flavour 
of  the  essential  oil  obtained.  The  present  tincture  was  a 
gDod  one,  but  it  would  be  better  if  a  larger  quantity  of  peel 
were  used.  Last  season  he  prepared  tinctures  from  repre- 
sentative samples  of  each  kind  of  the  ripe  fruit,  and  the 
percentages  of  extract  obtained  by  evaporating  the  tinctures 
in  a  water-bath  until  they  ceased  to  lose  weight  were  re- 
spectively 2  35  from  the  Malaga  and  Messioa  p^els,  and  2  20 
from  the  Seville.  The  tincture  from  the  Messina  peel  had 
the  finest  aroma,  and  this,  when  diluted  with  500  times  its 
bulk  of  water,  still  possessed  an  orange  odour,  which  was  not 
perceptible  in  the  two  other  cases  under  like  conditions. 
There  was  apparently  no  difference  in  their  relative  bitter- 
ness. The  percentage  of  extract  in  the  tincture  was  no  guide 
as  to  its  strength,  as  oil  of  orange  was  volatilised  at  the 
temperature  of  a  water-bath,  and  results  obtained  by  that 
method  would  be  misleading. 

DISCUSSION. 

After  a  few  questions  regarding  the  character  of  a  machine 
for  slicing  the  orange-peel,  and  the  nature  of  its  working, 


Mr.  Gamble  said  it  was  undoubtedly  the  popular  opinion 
that  bitter  orange  was  the  Seville  orange.  He  thought  the 
consensus  of  opinion  was  that  tincture  made  from  the  fresh 
peel  was  far  better  than  that  made  from  the  dry  peel. 
Medical  men  thought  that  it  should  mix  with  less  cloudiness. 
The  subject  was  one  of  importance,  and  he  was  sorry  they 
could  not  get  more  members  to  undertake  this  line  of  com- 
parison. 

Mr.  Martin  had  compared  the  old  tincture  with  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia  tincture,  and  found  that  the  flavour  of  the 
old  was  much  better  when  used  for  mineral  waters. 

Mr.  Morley  Taylor  expressed  surprise  that  the  old 
tincture  was  done  away  with.  The  new  tincture  of  orange 
was  of  better  flavour,  but  the  old  was  a  better  bitter  tonic. 
The  volatile  oil  had  a  tendency  to  upset  the  stomach. 

Mr.  Dewhirst  did  not  think  tincture  of  orange  was  of 
much  value  as  a  tonic,  and  thought  it  was  useless  keeping  a 
thing  like  that  in  a  Pharmacopoeia  merely  because  it  was 
bitter.  He  woald  like  to  ask  if  Mr.  RDbins  had  ever  tried  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  oil  given  by  the  various  peels  shown. 

Mr.  Robins,  replying,  said  that  of  the  three  specimens  of 
tincture  shown  on  the  table  that  made  from  the  Malaga  peel 
had  the  better  aroma.  He  had  not  tried  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  oils  given  by  the  various  peels. 

Dispensing  Questions. 

Mr.  Hymans  suggested,  in  regard  to  short-paper  evenings 
in  future,  that  members  might  make  a  note  of  any  dis- 
pensing problems  they  came  across  in  everyday  work  and 
bring  them  up  for  discussion. 

SPT.  JETK.  NIT.  AND  SODII  SALICSL. 

Mr.  Fotheegill  introduced  a  short  dissussion  by  asking 
if  any  member  could  explain  the  chemical  change  in  a 
mixture  of  spt  asth.  nit.  and  sod.  silicyl.  In  a  prescription  he 
had  dispensed  the  medical  man  complained  of  the  dark 
colour  of  the  mixture,  and  he  askel  why  he  had  not  put  the 
natural  salicylate  in  it.  He  was  told  that  the  change 
would  take  place  with  the  natural  as  well  as  with  the 
artificial. 

Mr.  Gamble  thought  the  chemical  chinge  was  due  to  a 
nitrous  oxidation  product  of  salicylic  acid.  The  red  colour 
occurred  with  both  the  natural  and  the  artificial  sorts. 

Mr.  Fothebgill  said  the  natural  salicylate  of  soda  made 
a  darker  mixture  than  the  artificial. 

Mr.  Gamble  suggested  that  the  darkening  might  be  due 
to  inorganic  impurity. 

glycerophosphate  cachets. 

Mr.  Fothergill  asked  a  question  in  regard  to  dispensing 
glycerophosphate  of  soda  or  lime  in  cachets.  The  prescrip- 
tion he  dispensed  turned  out  a  semi-liquid  mass,  which  he 
found  impossible  to  get  into  cachets. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  it  was  almost  impossible  to  dispense  the 
glycerophosphates  in  cachets,  owing  to  their  extreme  deli- 
quescence. He  thought  it  was  generally  advisable  to  let 
the  pressriber  know  that  fact,  and  he  would  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  Ltjmley  mentioned  amidst  laughter  a  peculiar  pre- 
scription he  had  had,  ordering  1  dr.  of  ioiide  of  iron 
combined  with  phosphoric  acid.  There  was  a  footnote  to 
the  dispenser,  "Please  take  the  usual  steps  to  prevent  the 
decomposition  of  the  iodide." 

potassium  feerocyanide. 

Mr.  Hymans  said  that,  wishing  to  obtain  a  small  quantity 
of  lerroojanide  of  potassium  a  little  time  ago,  he  visited 
no  fewer  than  five  shops  before  he  could  obtain  a  supply. 
He  was  refused  in  four  out  of  five  instances  on  the  ground 
that  cyanides  were  on  the  poisons  schedule  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  it  had  frequently  been  piinted  out  that 
ferrocyanides  were  not  legal  poisons. 

Mr.  Latbeille  raised  the  question  of  dispensing  throat- 
solutions  of  zinc  chloride  with  water.  His  practice  was  to 
send  them  out  after  clearing  with  a  little  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid. 

The  general  opinion  was  that  that  was  the  correct  method. 
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Cbcmtets'  Defence  association. 


Dewsbury  Meeting'. 

On  November  20  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Secretary  of  the 
P  A.T.A.,  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Dewsbnry  and  District 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association  in  the  Dewsbury  Town 
Hall  on  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association  (Limited),  the 
Association  which  is  being  inaugurated  with  the  objects  of 
securing  for  its  members  legal  advice  and  defence  in  prose- 
cutions under  the  various  trade  Acts,  indemnifying  members 
against  loss  arising  from  mistakes  in  dispensing  or  retailing, 
and  supplying  information  as  to  new  legislation  affecting 
their  business.  This  meeting  was  the  first  of  a  series  of 
four  addressed  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones — Bradford  on  Tuesday, 
Halifax  on  Wednesday,  and  Birmingham  on  Thursday.  Tne 
President  (Mr.  Foster)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
full  attendance  of  members. 

Mr.  Glyn  Jones  said  that  it  was  his  first  duty  to  speak  of 
the  work  of 

The  P.A.T.A. 

If  the  usefulness  of  that  organisation  could  be  gauged 
from  the  amount  of  the  increasing  work  thrown  upon  the 
Association  its  existence  was  more  than  justified.  The 
P.A.T.A.  bad  brought  together  over  3,000  retailers,  with  the 
result  that  they  had  a  growing  list  of  protected  articles 
A  number  of  letters  which  they  were  constantly  receiving, 
showed  that  their  efforts  had  been  appreciated.  Apart 
altogether  from  the  articles  which  had  been  added  to  the 
protected  list,  the  result  of  the  Association's  work  was  seen 
in  the  remarkable  growth  of  the  tendency  on  the  part  of 
proprietors  to  propitiate  the  trade.    It  was  true  that  some 
of  the  important  proprietors  had  brought  forward  schemes 
for  protecting  profits  which  the  Association  had  been  com- 
pelled to  oppose.    They  had  been  charged  with  adopting  the 
"  dog  in  the  manger"  attitude,  and  of  opposing  the  efforts  of 
such  proprietors  to  guarantee  a  profit  because  in  those  cases 
the  Association's  organisation  had  not  been  used  by  the  pro- 
prietors.   Id  no  case  had  this  been  the  reason  for  such 
opposition.    Every  anti-cutting  scheme  put  forward  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Executive  on  its  merits.    The  main  question 
asked  in  reference  to  such  a  scheme  was,  Did  the  proprietor 
propose  an  adequate  rate  of  profit?  and,  secondly,  Was  the 
scheme  a  workable  one?    In  other  words,  Would  that  profit 
really  be  secured  1    Be  need  not  say  anything  to  them  at 
Dewsbnry  about  Mr.  Beecham's  scheme,  but  perhaps  a  word 
of  explanation  was  necessary  in  reference  to  the  position 
of  antagonism  taken  up  by  the  Association  towards  the 
scheme  which  the  proprietors  of  Seigel's  Syrup  were  now 
adopting.    The  P.A.T.A.  opposed  the  Seigel's  Syrup  scheme 
because  the  profit  which  they  sought  to  secure  was  far  too 
meagre.    To  ask  the  chemist  who  paid  12,s  or  12s.  3/1  per 
doz.  for  an  article  to  sign  an  agreement  not  to  sell  that 
article  below  Is.  0§d.  was  ridiculous.    It  had  been  argued 
that  a  retailer  could  buy  in  51.  parcels  direct  from  the  pro- 
prietors at  lis.  Qd.,  and  thus  be  guaranteed  the  profit  of  a 
penny.    Anyone  who  knew  what  an  immense  number  of  pro- 
prietary articles  chemists  were  called  upon  to  stock  would 
recognise  how  impossible  it  was  for  them  to  buy  such  articles 
direct  from  the  maker. 

There  Should  be  a  Margin 
between  the  proprietor's  bottom  price  and  his  minimum 
retail  price  which  would  permit  of  the  goods  reaching  the 
chemist  through  a  wholesale  house,  and  which  would  enable 
both  the  wholesaler  and  the  retailer  to  be  adequately 
remunerated  for  their  services  as  distributors.  It  was  im- 
possible to  admit  that  there  was  such  a  margin  between 
lis  8d.  and  12s.  6d.  He  therefore  hoped  that  until,  in  some 
way  or  another,  that  margin  was  increased  the  trade 
especially  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  would  decline  to  come 
to  terms  as  to  the  price  at  which  they  would  sell  Seigel's 
Syrup.  A  direct  result  of  the  Association's  work  was  that 
it  was  now,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said,  almost  impossible  to 
successfully  introduce  a  proprietary  article  to  the  drug- 
trade  without  first  placing  that  article  upon  the  P.A.T.A. 
list  and  guaranteeing  a  profit,    The  lecturer  then  went  on  to 


speak  of  the  trouble  the  Association  were  given  in  collecting 
the  retail  subscriptions,  and  urged  that  they  be  paid 
promptly.  The  Committee  had,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
number  of  the  wholesale  houses,  adopted  a  scheme  whereby 
members  could  sign  a  form  requesting  their  wholesale  house 
to  pay  their  5s.  subscription  to  the  Association  each  year 
when  it  became  due,  and  so  save  the  trouble  of  remitting 
separately.  It  was  a  regrettable  fact  that  there  were  at 
least  5,000  chemists  in  business  who  were  reaping  the 
benefits  derived  from  an  Association  paid  for  and  supported 
by  3,000  members,  and  the  Executive  were  glad  of  the 
opportunity  which 

The  Defence  Fund 

would  give  them  of  providing  some  distinct  advantage  over 
and  above  non-subscribers.    He  hardly  thought  the  scheme 
would  want  much  advocacy  from  him.    Every  man  who 
kept  a  retail  shop  for  any  time  had  to  reckon  with  the 
chances  of  being  prosecuted  under  one  of  the  many  Acts 
affecting  his  business,  and  he  knew  of  no  business  which 
was  so  liable  to  such  risks  as  that  of  a  chemist  and  druggist. 
They  could,  of  course,  have  no  sympathy  with  any  man  who 
wilfully  or  fraudulently  committed  an  offence  against  any 
of  the  laws  of  this  country,  but  he  doubted  whether  there 
was  a  chemist  in  business  who  was  absolutely  certain  of  not 
inadvertently  breaking  the  law  upon  some  technical  point  or 
another.   Offences  were  being  committed  every  week  through 
ignorance  of  these  technicalities.    He  was  also  bound  to  say 
that  he  considered  the  responsible  officers  were  too  ready 
to  seize  upon  trivial  and  technical  offences  in  order  to 
get  convictions    rather  than    deal    with    serious  cases 
committed  with  fraudulent  intent.     In  some  instances 
it  appeared  to  him    to    be    a  question  of  the  Local 
Authorities   securing  a  certain    number  of  convictions 
a  year,  and  they  appeared  to  find  it  easier  to  reach  that 
number  by  taking  up  what  appeared  to  be  trivial,  if  not 
vexatious,  prosecutions.    For  a  subscription  of  10s.  6d.  a 
year  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  would  be  defended  in  these 
cases.    The  value  of  the  defence  under  the  direction  of  a 
solicitor  who  had  made  a  special  study  of  trade-legislation, 
and,  if  necessary,  with  the  help  of  expert  witnesses,  could 
not  be  gainsaid.    The  recent  triumph  of  chemists  in  the 
south-west  of  London,  when  charged  by  the  Vestry,  under 
the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  with  putting  an  excess  of  an 
expensive  ingredient  into  a  prescription,  proved  this ;  but  he 
doubted  whether  a  conviction  would  have  been  avoided  in 
these  cases  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Att- 
field's  evidence.  The  insurance  against  loss  due  to  a  mistake 
in  dispensing  or  retailing  was  also  a  very  solid  advantage 
which  they  were  offering  to  their  members.    He  had  often 
thought  when  in  the  past  an  accident  of  this  kind  had 
happened — by  which  one  of  their  trade-brothers  had  perhaps 
been  ruined  through  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  an  assistant — 
that  there  was  sufficient  esprit  de  corps  in  the  trade  to  have 
produced  a  fund  which  would  have  recouped  the  unfortunate 
chemist.    By  the  means  of  their  Defence  Fund  they  were 
now  providing  such  mutual  help.    It  should  be  remembered 
that  in  addition  to  bona-fide  cases,  where  a  chemist  was 
actually  liable,  they  were  always  open  to 

Bogus  Claims  foe  Damages, 

and  here  again  the  legal  assistance  offered  by  the  Associa- 
tion would  ba  of  immense  advantage.  Cases  were  often  lost 
for  want  of  expert  evidence  or  of  legal  advice  of  the  right 
kind.  The  case  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist, 
November  4,  page  765,  he  thought  was  one  of  such  cases. 
A  boy  had  eaten  food  in  quantity  and  kind  sufficient  to  kill 
any  ordinary  mortal,  and  in  addition  it  is  alleged  that  the 
chemist  gave  him  8  gr.  of  atropine.  He  did  not  die,  as  by 
the  laws  of  all  medical  science  he  ought  to  have ;  but  the 
poor  fellow  suffered,  and  an  action  for  damages  was 
brought,  not  against  the  commissariat  department,  but 
against  the  poor  chemist  who  was  said  to  have  given  him 
the  8  gr.  of  atropine  If  the  chemist  had  given  him  the 
atropine,  and  the  boy  is  still  alive,  he  hopes  that  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  they  will  have 
them  both  on  show.  He  thought  that  if  the  defence  bad 
been  provided  with  a  very  clever  lawyer  and  analyst  it 
might  have  been  possible  to  convince  even  a  County  Court 
judge  that  the  result  of  taking  8  gr.  of  atropine  would 
not  have  been  two  or  three  days'  absence  from  work  only 
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Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  many  offences  were  committed 
against  the  law  through  ignorance,  but  he  was  aware  that 
ignorance  was  not  a  defence.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  this 
new  organisation,  by  means  of  circulars  and  otherwise,  to 
keep  its  members  posted  as  to  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament 
under  which  they  might  be  liable,  and,  in  addition,  a  member 
would  always  be  able  to  obtain  through  the  Association  the 
advice  of  its  solicitor  upon  any  legal  matter  pertaining  to 
his  business  on  which  he  was  in  doubt.  It  might  be  argued 
that  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association  had 
come  to  grief  after  an  existence  of  some  years,  and  that  it 
was  not  a  very  hopeful  sign,  but  the  essential  difference 
between  this  scheme  and  the  plan  adopted  by  the  former 
Association  was,  that  under  this  scheme  each  member  who 
paid  his  subscription  could  feel  sure  that  his  case,  if  he 
should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  have  one,  would  be  dealt 
with.  Under  the  old  organisation  an  immense  amount  of 
trouble  and  expense  was  entailed,  because  the  executive  had 
to  be  called  together  to  consider  every  case  reported  to  them 
upon  its  merits,  and  although  the  chemist  had  paid  a  sub- 
scription for  many  years  he  could  not  feel  certain  that  his 
case  would  be  defended.  He  hoped  he  had  said  enough  to 
show  the  advantages  of  their  scheme,  and  that  all  the 
chemists  of  Dewsbnry  would  avail  themselves  of  these 
advantages  by  becoming  members.  Convictions  had  been 
given  against  the  members  of  the  trade  which  he  thought 
would  have  been  reversed  on  appeal,  and  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  this  Association,  in  cases  where  there  was  any  doubt 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  wa3 
considered  of  interest  to  the  whole  trade,  to  take  such  a  case 
to  the  Higher  Courts  and  get  a  final  decision. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Walkbe  (Vice-President)  asked  if  the  gentlemen  who 
had  consented  to  act  as  directors  until  the  statutory  meet- 
ing of  shareholders  would  do  so  without  payment  1 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  added 
that  he  did  not  know  what  would  be  done  by  the  share- 
holders when  they  came  to  appoint  directors.  It  had  been 
necessary  to  get  seven  to  sign  the  memorandum  of  associa- 
tion, and  these  gentlemen  naturally  became  controllers  until 
the  shareholders'  meeting 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Baeker  (Heckmondwike)  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  said  that  the  election  of  directors  would  probably  be 
done  by  voting-paper.  It  would  be  necessary  that  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  directors  should  be  resident  in  or  near 
London  in  order  to  avoid  expense  in  meeting  together. 

Mr  Day  (Savile  Town)  asked  how  it  was  proposed  to 
invest  the  reserve  fund. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  that  point  had  not  yet  been  con- 
sidered ;  it  would  have  to  be  decided  by  the  permanent 
directors. 

Touching  upon  a  point  raised  by  Mr.  Broadhead,  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  said  that  grocers  who  were  now  members  of  the 
P.A.T  A.  were  prohibited  by  the  rules  from  becoming 
members  of  the  new  Association ;  no  one  but  chemists  and 
druggists  could  join. 

Mr.  Day  asked  as  to  what  would  be  done  if  a  member 
allowed  his  subscription  to  lapse  and  did  nob  withdraw  his 
shares. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  that  this  was  the  only  difficulty 
the  formation  of  a  company  would  raise,  and  they  sa  w  no 
way  out  of  it.  If,  however,  a  member  did  not  pay  his  sub- 
scription he  would  be  prohibited  from  the  benefits. 

The  President  remarked  that  in  such  a  case  the  shares 
would  be  useless,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Gledhill)  added 
that  there  would  be  no  dividend. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  drew  attention  to  the  rule  empowering 
the  payment,  after  a  reserve  fund  of  1  000 1,  had  been  com- 
pleted, of  5  per  cent  on  the  share  capital,  and  all  surplus 
profit,  if  any,  credited  to  members  in  reduction  of  subscrip- 
tions. The  finances  of  the  new  Association  and  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  would  be  kept  distinct,  but  it  would  be  found  to 
be  advantageous  that  the  same  organisation  should  do  the 
secretarial  and  office  work  of  both  Associations. 

In  the  course  of  further  discussion,  mention  was  made  of 
a  similar  Association  which  was  formerly  in  existence. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  that  this  was  the  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Society  of  Birmingham,  whose  objects  were  to 
defend  cases  and  to  obtain  High  Court  decisions.  With 
that  Society  the  same  difficulty  was  felt  as  in  the  case  of 


the  P.A.T.A. — non-members  received  as  much  benefit  as 
subscribers,  and  the  latter  began  to  be  indifferent  as  to  their 
subscriptions.    This  Society  was  wound  up  in  1883 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Stead,  who  observed  that  he  was  particularly  pleased  that 
the  Dewsbury  Association  was  again  first  in  the  field — (hear, 
hear) — that  being  the  first  meeting  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had 
addressed  on  the  new  proposal.  The  scheme  was  worthy  of 
the  most  serious  consideration  of  every  registered  chemist 
and  druggist.  He  supposed  that  they  each  paid  a  few 
pounds  a  year  for  insurance  against  fire,  and  a  further  sum 
for  the  insurance  of  their  plate-glass  ;  yet  these  objects  are 
as  nothing  when  compared  with  the  risks  the  new  Associa- 
tion was  being  formed  to  protect  them  from. 

Mr.  J.  VV.  Cussons  (Ossett)  seconded,  and  facetiously 
remarked  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  after  trying  to  put  a  little 
money  into  their  pockets,  was  making  sure  that  nobody 
would  be  able  to  rob  them  of  it.  (Laughter.)  He  was  glad 
that  was  the  first  meeting  Mr.  Jones  had  addressed  on  the 
subject.  The  Dewsbnry  Association  had  in  their  short 
career  made  a  name  for  themselves,  and  intended  to  keep  to 
the  front.    (Hear,  hear.) 

In  acknowledging  the  vote,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  referred  in 
complimentary  terms  to  the  Dewsbury  Association,  and 
suggested  that  the  new  company  might  undertake  plate- 
glass  and  fire  insurance,  and  might  thereby  effect  a  great 
saving  to  the  members.  They  had  already  been  approached 
by  a  large  insurance  company,  and  there  were  large  possi- 
bilities in  the  direction  he  had  indicated.  Speaking  of 
Yorkshire,  he  said  that  Dewsbury  turned  out  the  biggest 
meeting  of  chemists  of  any  town  in  the  kingdom.  The 
Dewsbury  Association  was  a  comparatively  new  one,  but 
they  could  give  points  to  a  large  Dumber  of  older  organisa- 
tions, and  had  already  trod  on  people's  corns.  When  an 
association  ceased  to  do  this  it  was  time  to  dissolve. 
(Laughter.)  The  leaders  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
were  pleased  to  see  a  real,  live  society,  and  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  future  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
depended  upon  the]  keeping  alive  the  active  associations 
throughout  the  country. 


Bradford  Meeting. 

A  meeting  of  the  Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  November  21  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  an 
address  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  on  "The  Chemists'  Defence 
Fund."  The  President  (Mr.  H.  G.  Rogerson)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance. 

The  PRESiDENTt  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  introducing 
a  trusted  and  well-tried  friend.  Although  some  of  them 
might  not  agree  with  Mr.  Jones  upon  every  phase  of  phar- 
maceutical politics,  there  was  no  question  but  that  every 
one  of  them  thoroughly  appreciated  his  marvellous  organis- 
ing abilities,  and  felt  grateful  for  the  way  in  which  he  placed 
his  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  delivered  his  address,  which  was 
substantially  the  same  as  that  he  delivered  on  the  previous 
evening  at  Dewsbury  (page  873). 

Discussion. 

The  President  a9ked  if  the  new  Defence  Association  pro- 
posed to  take  up  the  case3  of  any  of  its  members  who 
might  be  prosecuted  under  various  Trade  marks  Acts. 
About  ten  years  ago,  he  said,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
charged  with  getting  up  a  certain  preparation  in  alleged 
colourable  imitation  of  a  preparation  which  was  advertised 
by  an  American  firm.  It  was  the  first  experience  of  the 
kind  that  he  had  had,  and  he  gave  it  as  an  instance  of  the 
value  of  being  connected  with  an  association.  He  was 
advised  by  local  solicitors  that  it  would  cost  him  300Z.  to 
fight  the  matter  out  with  the  firm  in  question,  but,  upon  going 
to  Birmingham,  then  the  headquarters  of  the  old  Associa- 
tion, he  was  at  once  told  by  the  Association's  solicitor  that 
he  need  trouble  no  more  about  it,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  did  not  hear  any  more  about  the  matter,  for  the  firm 
in  question  "  caved  in  "  after  three  weeks  of  negotiation  and 
paid  their  own  costs. 

Mr.  Blake  asked  if  the  Association  would  deal  with 
questions  relating  to  the  Inland  Revenue,  who  frequently 
called  upon  them  to  stamp  articles.    He  fully  believed  that 
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there  were  cases  of  the  Somerset  House  people  giving  different 
answers  to  different  people  upon  the  same  questions  affecting 
the  revenue 

Mr  S.  N.  Fickaed  said  he  felt  strongly  in  regard  to  cases 
in  which  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  called  upon  them 
to  pay  fines  in  certain  circumstances.  He  had  unfortunately 
been  called  upon  in  three  cases  to  show  cause  why  he  should 
not  pay  a  sum  of  101.,  and  in  reference  to  two  instances, 
at  any  rate,  he  had  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that 
if  he  had  been  connected  with  an  association  at  the  time  he 
should  have  been  able  to  get  off  scot-free.  As  many  other 
people  had  done  in  the  past,  he  preferred  to  pay  a  small  fine 
and  have  done  with  it.  He  thought  that  such  an  association 
as  was  now  formed  would  be  of  great  assistance  in  such 
case3  as  these,  and  he  heartily  agreed  with  the  project. 

Mr.  Watson  (Shipley)  asked  if  the  new  Association  would 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  which  they  all  looked  to  as  the  chief  source  of 
help. 

Alderman  H.  Dunn  said  he  was  pleased  to  see  that  Rule  17 
quite  covered  the  ground  which  Mr.  Watson  had  suggested. 
This  rule  said  clearly  enough  that  in  no  case  would  the 
Association  defend  any  of  its  members  against  proceedings 
taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  infringement  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts.  He  would  like  Mr.  Jones  to  give  them  some 
little  explanation  of  the  financial  aspect  of  the  scheme. 
Would  a  member  holding  twenty  shares  have  any  greater 
claim  for  assistance  than  one  holding  one  share  ? 

Mr.  R.  W.  Silson  said  be  was  pleased  to  gather  from  the 
wording  of  Rules  16  and  18  that  they  were  beginning  to 
recognise  that  they  were  a  profession  and  not  a  craft.  He 
took  it  that  the  directors  would  have  a  sort  of  power  some- 
thing like  that  of  judges,  who  struck  solicitors  off  the  rolls. 

Mr.  Waddington  asked  if  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  formed 
any  idea  as  to  the  number  of  chemists  necessary  to  make 
the  scheme  a  success.  Was  it  necessary  for  every  member 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  to  join  in  order  to  make  the  Association  a 
success  ? 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  answering  these  various  questions,  said 
that  whilst  the  executive  would  be  quite  prepared  under 
Rule  1  to  give  all  the  advice  that  they  possibly  could  to 
any  member  who  was  threatened  with  an  action  under  the 
Trade-marks  Acts — and  he  should  think  he  might  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  do  for  the  member 
exactly  what  the  old  Association  would  have  done  (and  had 
done  for  the  Chairman) — they  could  not  say  that  'hey  would 
be  responsible  for  damages  in  an  action  brought  by  one 
proprietor  against  another.  They  might  by  doing  this  lead 
themselves  into  very  serious  difficulties  and  enormous  litiga- 
tion, and  would  be  made  a  scapegoat  as  it  were.  If  they  were 
prepared  to  settle  such  questions  as  whether  or  not  a  trade- 
mark was  infringed,  there  would  doubt'ess  be  a  large 
number  of  manufacturers  who  would  be  glad  to  join  the 
Association  and  get  all  the  help  they  could  in  this  respect. 
But  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Association  would  be  prepared 
to  take  up  cudgels  and  to  do  what  they  could  to  prevent  a 
trivial  or  vexatious  case  being  brought  against  a  member. 
In  the  scheme  it  was  mentioned  that  it  was  hoped  that  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  would  be  made  in  regard  to  plate- 
glass  insurance.  The  fact  was  that  the  Council  of  the 
Association  had  already  been  approached  by  a  plate-glass 
insurance  company  of  considerable  standing  with  a  proposal 
whereby  they  would  issue  policies  in  the  name  of  the 
Defence  Association  at  rates  which,  they  were  assured, 
would  be  at  least  25  or  30  per  cent,  below  ordinary  charges. 
That,  of  course,  would  not  be  compulsory  on  any  member, 
but  the  Society  would  take  en  bloc  those  who  wished  to  be 
insured,  and  make  this  substantial  reduction.  With  regard 
to  the  question  as  to  the  pateDt-medicine  stamps,  that  was 
intended  to  be  covered  by  the  mention  of  the  words.  "Excise 
laws  affectiDg  the  trade."  The  cause  of  offence  which  bad 
been  referred  to  in  that  regard  was  one  with  which  the 
committee  thought  they  would  most  frequently  have  to 
deal.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Somerset  House  was  tot 
fond  of  dropping  upon  people  and  asking  them  to  compound 
for  certain  offences,  and  it  was  becaus3  these  penalties  were 
too  readily  paid  that  so  many  of  the  cases  occurred.  It 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Association  to  fight  to  the  end  for 
their  right  to  sell  medicines  without  a  patent-medicine 
stamp,  unless  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  articles  required 
such  a  stamp.    Somerset  House,  as  had  been  pointed  out, 


did  not  appear  to  know,  in  many  instances,  what  was  liable 
and  what  was  not.  As  bad  been  said,  the  Association 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  defending  a  chemist  or  any- 
one else  against  any  action  brought  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  They  could  not  ask  the  trade  to  be  prosecutors  on 
the  one  haDd  and  defenders  on  the  other.  Ttie  work  of  the 
Society  would  not  in  any  way  conflict  with  the  work  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  as  to  four  of  the  declared  objects. 
As  to  the  fifth  object,  of  course,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Law 
and  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  watch  legislation,  but  there  were  some  Acts  of  Parliament 
from  which,  for  some  reasons — perhaps  very  good  reasons — 
that  Society  thought  it  well  to  hold  aloof,  and  which  a 
purely  trade  organisation  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 
take  up.  In  regard  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the  Society, 
they  had  taken  the  advice  of  their  solicitor  in  making  it  a 
limited  company,  because  they  needed  a  reserve  fund  as 
a  guarantee  that  they  would  be  able  to  meet  claims, 
and  it  was  thought  to  be  better  to  get  this  guarantee  by 
shareholding  than  in  any  other  way.  Really  the  man 
who  took  twenty  shares  would  have  no  greater  benefit  than 
he  who  only  took  one  share,  except  in  so  far  as  he  had  the 
prospect  of  receiving  5  per  cent,  dividend  under  the  circum- 
stances set  forth  in  the  prospectus.  In  regard  to  Rules  16 
and  18  there  had  been  long  discussion  on  the  question 
whether  they  should  allow  managers  and  assistants  to  be 
members,  but  it  was  eventually  decided  to  be  expedient  that 
no  one  who  was  not  in  business  for  himself  should  be  per- 
mitted to  be  a  member.  He  thought  that  there  should  be 
500  members  before  tWey  would  be  able  to  take  the  dis- 
pensing risk,  though  be  could  not  state  a  minimum  of 
members  necessary  for  the  starting  of  the  Association,  because 
it  would  be  borne  in  mind  that  their  other  risks  were 
reduced  or  increased  in  proportion  to  the  membership. 
There  was  a  rule  he  could  point  out  which  provided  that  a 
man  could  not  be  in  benefit  until  he  had  been  a  member  for 
three  months.  The  purpose  of  that  was  to  prevent  a  man 
rushing  in  and  payiDg  his  subscription  just  at  the  moment  of 
difficulty. 

Upon  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Waddington,  seconded  by 
Alderman  Dunn,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  Mr.  Glyn-  Jones,  and  a  resolution  in  support  of  the  scheme 
was  carried  unanimously. 


Halifax  Meeting. 

On  November  22  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  delivered  his  lecture, 
which  was  practically  the  same  as  that  he  gave  at  Dewsbury 
(see  page  873).  to  the  members  of  the  Halifax  Chemists' 
Association.  The  President  (Mr.  G.  M.  Cobbe)  was  in  the 
chair. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture  a  long  discussion  ensued. 

Mr.  Hebden  said  he  supposed,  when  a  case  occurred  of  a 
chemist  being  summoned,  the  Association  would  properly 
consider  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  they  found  the  party 
was  guilty  and  to  blame,  then  they  would  not  take  up  the 
defence. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  that  they  would  tell  him  what 
they  thought  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  would  not  appear 
on  his  behalf.  He  would  be  entitled  to  their  assistance  to 
the  extent  oE  10Z.,  but  they  would  not  identify  themselves 
with  backing  up  a  thoroughly  bad  case.  It  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Society  to  get  the  article  about  which  he  was 
summoned  analysed  for  him. 

Mr.  Hebden  went  on  to  refer  to  the  former  Association  at 
Birmingham,  which  he  was  induced  to  join,  and  which 
was  not  altogether  successful,  but  the  present  Association 
appeared  to  him  likely  to  prove  a  good  thing.  It  would  be 
good  for  any  member  of  the  trade  to  feel  than  in  any 
accidental  breach  of  the  law  he  would  nave  the  help  of  the 
Association  at  his  back.  But  the  Association  would  be  of 
even  greater  value  if  they  would  allow  a  member  to  send 
to  them  a  copy  of  a  label  or  trade  mark,  and  ascertain  if  it 
could  or  could  not  be  registered. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jonfs  said  he  had  not  hid  the  suggestion  put 
before  him  until  tben,  but  he  thought  he  might  take  it  upon 
him- elf  to  answer  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Hebden's 
suggestions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hebden,  seconded  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  members  unanimously  approved  the  scheme,  and 
agreed  to  join. 
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A  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  company  question. 
The  Secketaby  read  acircular  from  the  Federation  of  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Associations  asking  for  the  views  of  the 
members  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  invited  to  give  his  views  on  the 
question,  arid  explained  the  position  of  the  subject  and  the 
divergence  of  views  prevailing.  The  difficulty,  ne  said,  was 
that  what  might  have  been  done  in  the  way  ot  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  question  twenty  years  ago  could  not  be 
done  now.  They  could  not  now  go  in  for  a  clause  making  it 
illegal  for  any  company  to  keep  opeu-shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons,  as  might  have  been  done  twenty  years  ago.  They 
should,  in  his  opinion,  ask  that  not  only  the  dispenser  in  the 
shop,  but  the  controller  of  the  company  should  be  qualified. 
Where  large  companies  had  several  businesses  the  difficulty 
cou'd  be  got  over  by  making  a  subsidiary  company  for  the 
drug- department,  with  a  qualified  directorate  and  qualified 
assistants  for  the  shop.  They  should  nob  ask  the  Council  to 
t.ake  up  an  illogical  position,  but  go  to  the  Government  with 
something  reasonable. 

Mr.  Hebden  thought  they  would  do  well  if  they  got  the 
Government  to  insist  that  the  managing  director  of  a  com- 
pany should  be  a  qualified  man,  and  that  a  qualified  man 
bhall  be  in  charge  of  the  shop. 

The  Chaieman  moved,  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Fielding  seconded, 

That  we  support  the  Federation  suggestions  1  and  3 — namely, 
to  protect  chemists'  titles  and  make  it  illegal  for  unregistered 
persons  to  keep  open-shop,  and  that  all  the  directors  of  a  company 
shall  be  qualified. 

This  was  carried,  three  members  not  voting.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  closed  the  proceedings. 


tforfarsbire  Cbemiete  flDeet, 


A MEETING  of  the  Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association 
was  held  at  Dundee  on  November  22.  Mr.  C.  Keeh 
presided.  In  introducing  a  discussion  on  the  Companies 
Act  Amendment  Bill,  all  were  agreed  in  demanding  the 
protection  of  chemists'  titles  ;  but  the  question  of  company- 
trading  was  more  difficult,  and  the  object  of  the  meeting 
was  to  help  the  divided  Oonncil  to  come  to  a  decision. 
There  had  recently  been  such  a  stirring-up  oE  dry  bones 
as  never  was  before.  One  vast  improvement  wai  the 
discussion  in  open  Council  of  matters  in  which  they  all  had 
a  vital  interest.    He  moved  : — 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  Government  should 
insert  a  clause  in  the  Companies  Bill  to  provide  that  no  unqualified 
persons  shall  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists  or 
assume  titles  implying  registration  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts, 
and  if  any  company  of  unregistered  persons  contravenes  this 
enactment  it  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  those 
enacted  in  the  case  of  individuals  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 

Bailie  Doig  proposed  to  add,  "  Failing  the  insertion  of 
this  clause,  tbe  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  do  its  utmost 
to  block  tbe  Government  Bill."  He  said  if  we  cannot  get 
our  wishes  otherwise,  there  should  be  a  new  and  independent 
l'narmacy  Bill  drafted. 

Mr.  BUCHAN  thought  there  would  be  case3  where  the 
number  of  directors  would  be  too  few  for  the  large  number 
of  branches  open  as  drug-shops. 

Mr.  Jack  thought  the  fight  would  be  a  hard  one,  owing 
to  the  wealth  of  the  stores. 

Mr.  John  Anderson  was  of  opinion  that  chemists  should 
stand  on  their  dignity,  and  refuse  to  admit  that  bogus  com- 
panies had  any  standing  ;  and  Mr.  Febbiek  approved  of  the 
proposal  which  was  rejected  by  the  Council  at  its  last 
meeting,  on  the  ground  tbat  if  companies  are  allowed  to 
carry  on  the  drug-trade,  how  could  they  be  prevented  from 
using  the  title  ? 

Mr.  Fobd  would  like  action  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover what  our  strength  really  was. 

Mr.  Kbemath  approved  of  stirring  up  the  Council  to  tike 
action,  while  they  should  see  that  their  M  P.s  were  well 
informed. 

In  the  end  the  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

It  was  then  unanimously  agreed  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
S  iciety  should  be  asked  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  get 
tispensingin  hospitals  and  su'geries  put  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 


Xeoal  IReporte. 


High  Court  Cases. 

A  New  Tbial  Granted. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  November  21,  before  Lord  Justices 
A.  L.  Smith,  H.  Collins,  and  B.  Williams,  the  case  of  Taylor 
v.  Sharp  Brothers  Soap  Perfumery  Company  (Limited)  came 
on  for  hearing.  Mr.  McCall,  Q.O.,  who  appeared  tor  the 
appellants,  said  this  was  an  appeal  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ants for  a  new  tr:al.  The  case  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice 
Grantham  and  a  special  jury  in  June  (see  C.  ft  D,,  July  1, 
page  13),  and  the  ground  of  appeal  was  that  there  had  been 
misdirection  by  the  Judge  and  the  damages  were  excessive. 
Plaintiff  was  a  soapmaker,  who  fell  down  a  lift-hole  and 
fractured  his  thigh  when  delivering  a  quantity  at  defendants' 
premises  in  Red  Lion  Square.  Defendants  said  plaintiff  had 
no  business  to  go  near  the  lift,  and  the  misdirection  com- 
plained of  was  that  the  learned  Judge,  when  summing  up, 
told  the  jury  they  would  be  entitled  to  find  for  the  plaintiff 
on  the  defendants'  evidence  alone.  The  question  was  one  of 
damages.  He  (Mr.  McCall)  submitted  that  it  was  not  so. 
Defendants  could  not  be  liable  for  an  accident  sustained  by 
a  carrier  who  disobeyed  orders  that  were  given  him.  His 
other  point  was  that  the  damages  were  excessive,  as  the 
only  result  of  the  accident  was  a  permanent  stiff  knee  ;  the 
man  could  work  as  well  with  his  hands  as  ever.  Mr. 
Marshall  Hall,  Q  C,  for  the  plaintiff,  submitted  that  the 
learned  Judge's  direction  to  the  jury  was  right.  Plaintiff's 
business  had  been  well-nigh  mined  owing  to  his  long 
illness,  and  the  damages,  he  contended,  could  hardly  be 
termed  excessive.  Lor  i  Justice  Smith  said, in  his  judgment, 
there  must  be  a  new  trial,  with  which  Lord  Justices  Collins 
and  Williams  agreed. 

A  Glycebin-plant. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  on 
November  23,  before  Mr.  Justice  Bigham,  the  case  of  Scott 
v.  Salmond,  which  occupied  his  Lordship  for  several  days  at 
the  last  Liverpool  Assizes,  was  again  mentioned.  The 
plaintiffs,  George  Scott  &  Son,  Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  sued 
David  Salmond,  Son  &  Nephew,  Bradford,  to  recover 
838/.  18s.  in  respect  of  certain  plant  supplied  for  the  purpose 
of  converting  crude  glycerin  into  chemically  pure  glycerin, 
and  for  extracting  for  commercial  purposes  from  the  oils 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  the  glycerin  therein  con- 
tained. The  8381.  claimed  was  an  instalment  on  the  plant, 
the  total  cost  of  which  was  2,450/  The  defence  was  that 
tbe  plant  and  machinery  were  incapable  of  doing  the  work 
for  which  they  were  intended,  and  there  was  a  counter  claim. 
At  the  last  hearirg  his  Lord-hip  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for 
in  all  a  little  over  2,000/.,  and  suggested  that  1,500/  should  be 
paid  into  court  pending  any  appeal  that  might  be  agreed  on, 
but  he  recommended  that  the  parties  should  put  an  end  to 
the  litigation. 

Mr.  Pickford  now  said  that  the  questions  which  had  been 
left  over  had  been  carefully  considered  and  settled. 
The  terms  of  settlement  were  not  stated  in  open  court. 


Hot  Water  in  the  Sewers. 

At  North  London  Police  Court  on  November  17,  Messrs.  W. 
J.  Bush  &c  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Hackney, 
were  charged  on  seven  summonses  by  the  London  County 
Council  with  letting  effluent  of  a  greater  heat  than  110°  F. 
flow  into  the  common  sewers.  Tne  offence  was  admitted, 
defendant  company  regretting  that  they  had  infringed  the 
Act,  and  stating  that  the  escape  of  hot  water  into  the 
sewers  had  been  caused  by  a  defective  attachment  on  a 
boiler.  The  defendants  were  willing  to  adopt  any  sug- 
gestion to  remedy  matters  which  might  come  from  the 
London  Cour-ty  Council,  cost  what  id  might.  For  the 
prosecution  it  was  stated  that  the  Chief  Engineer  to 
the  London  County  Council  had  recommended  the  cases 
to  be  gone  on  with,  bei  ause  the  constant  flow  of  hot 
water  into  tke  sewers  was  dangerous  to  the  health  and 
life  of  men  whose  duty  it  was  to  go  down  into  them ; 
besides  which,  hot  water  was  calculated  to  injure  the  sewers 
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themselves.  The  Magistrate  said  he  looked  upon  it  as  a 
serious  matter  and  imposed  fines  of  51.  each  on  the  seven 
summonses  with  101.  10s.  costs  ;  452.  10.9.  in  all. 


Petroleum  Acts. 

The  Labelling  op  Petroleum- peepae actions. 

At  Liverpool  Police  Court  on  November  17,  Adolf  Meyer 
was  summoned  for  allowing  petroleum  to  be  carried  without 
the  words  "  Highly  inflammable  "  upon  the  barrels.  For  the 
prosecution  it  was  stated  that  barrels  of  an  anti-fouling 
composition  were  sent  by  the  defendant  from  Cardiff  to 
Liverpool  by  rail.  At  Rock  Ferry  the  bung  of  one  of  the 
barrels  dropped  out.  some  of  the  liquid  being  spilled  on  the 
floor  of  the  guard's  van.  The  composition  contained  a 
quantity  of  petroleum,  and  between  Central  Station  and 
James  Sireet  the  vapour  from  the  stuff  which  had  been 
spilled  upon  the  floor  caused  it  to  catch  fire.  The  guard's 
hand  and  moustache  were  burnt  by  the  flames,  and  to 
escape  further  injury  he  had  to  ride  on  the  footboard  to 
James  Street.  Mr.  Davis,  the  analyst,  found,  upon  making 
a  test,  that  the  composition  flashed  at  65°.  The  offence 
was  admitted,  and  a  fine  of  51.  and  costs  was  inflicted— in 
all,  81.  8s  6d. 


Weights  and  Measures  Acts. 

At  the  Hanley  Police  Court  on  November  20,  Frederick 
Bentley,  chemist  and  wholesale  drug-dealer,  of  Howard  Place, 
Shelton,  Hanley,  was  summoned  for  having  in  his  possession 
for  use  for  trade  a  beam-scale  6  dr  against  the  purchaser. 
Two  months  before  the  scale  had  been  examined,  and  a 
certificate  given  pointing  out  its  inaccuracy.  The  inaccuracy 
of  the  scales  was  admitted,  but  defendant  said  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  receipt  of  any  certificate,  and  was  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  correct.  Defendant's  son, 
who  brought  the  scales  back,  admitted  receiving  a  paper 
with  the  scales,  which  be  thought  was  a  receipt  for  the  fee 
paid.  Under  these  circumstances  defendant  was  fined  only 
10s.  and  cost?. 

At  the  same  Court,  Percy  Nadin,  wholesale*  druggist  and 
drysalter,  of  Queen  Anne  Street,  Hanley,  was  fined  10*.  and 
costs  for  having  in  Irs  possession  for  trade  use  a  pair  of 
scales  out  of  balance  to  the  extent  of  2  oz.  There  was  no 
defence. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Proving  Deliveey. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court,  before  Judge  Woodfal), 
Q  C,  on  November  17,  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  druggists' 
sundriesmen,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.G..  sued  Mr.  Alfred  Lee, 
of  Holt,  East  Dereham,  for  10s.  6d ,  balance  on  goods 
supplied. 

In  opening  the  case,  Mr.  Turner,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said 
the  case  arose  out  of  a  large  order  which  had  been  executed 
for  the  defendant,  but  the  defendant  now  suggested  that 
one  of  the  parcels  had  not  been  received. 

Mr.  Stone  was  then  called,  and  said  he  was  in  the  ledger 
department  of  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.  The  order  was 
received  and  sent  to  the  different  departments  for  execution. 
The  goods  were  then  sent  to  the  packing-room  and  placed 
in  a  separate  compartment.  The  "  callers  off  "  then  checked 
the  goods,  and  the  parcels  were  counted  and  packed. 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  packer  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  May, 
Roberts  &  Co.,  said  he  knew  that  the  parcel  was  packed,  as 
the  man  who  did  it  specially  called  his  attention  to  the 
"  lion  and  mouse"  trade- mark  of  the  Powell's  balsam. 

Mr.  Lee :  But  you  surely  do  not  mean  to  tell  me  that  one 
of  your  packers  has  never  seen  a  box  of  Powell's  balsam 
before  1 

Witness :  He  had  only  recently  come  into  our  employ. 

His  Honour  :  I  fail  to  see  how  you  can  remember  so  much 
about  this  order,  as  you  do  such  a  large  business  in  these 
goods. 

Witness:  Only  because  of  the  "lion  and  mouse"  on  tbe 
box.  Also  because  of  the  complaints  made  three  days 
after,  which  called  my  attention  to  it. 

Harry  Frank  Davis  said  he  packed  the  box  and  remem- 


bered doing  so  perfectly  well,  simply  because  he  had  never 
seen  a  box  of  Powell's  balsam  before,  and  the  device  was 
new  to  him,  and  he  remembered  that  he  had  to  spread  some 
Elliman's  embrocation  on  the  top. 

Mr.  Lee:  Well,  I  can  only  ass  your  Honour,  is  it  likely 
I  should  take  the  trouble  to  come  down  from  Norfolk  for 
the  sake  of  10s.  Qd.  1 

Mr.  Turner:  Should  we  fight  it  except  on  principle  and 
for  the  sake  of  tbe  importance  it  is  to  the  trade  in  general  1 

Mr.  Lee  called  two  witnesses  who  swore  tbaf.  on  the  arrival 
of  the  case  they  were  asked  to  wait  until  it  wa»  unpacked  as 
some  parcels  out  of  it  were  wanted  to  complete  a  round  they 
were  going.    The  parcel  was  not  there. 

His  Honour  :  The  onus  of  proof  lies  with  the  plaintiff  that 
he  delivered  the  goods  to  the  defendant,  and  1  fail  to  see 
how  he  could  possibly  prove  such  a  thing  under  any  circum- 
stances. No  firm  is  infallible.  It  was  stupid  for  two  big 
firms  to  goto  litigation  on  a  matter  of  10s  6d.,  which  could 
easily  b<?  settled,  or  could  have  been  settled,  by  paying  half 
each.  With  that  I  have  nothing  to  do.  I  can  only  say  that 
the  weight  of  evidence  is  in  support  of  the  defendant.  I 
shall,  therefore,  enter  judgment  for  the  defendant  with 
costs. 

Mr.  Lee  :  Can  I  have  my  costs  ?  They  amount  to  11  with 
the  witnesses  I  have  brought  down. 

His  Honour  :  You  can  have  whatever  costs  the  court  allows 
you  to  have,  but,  as  I  have  said  before,  for  your  monumental 
stupidity  I  shall  not  allow  more. 

Judgment  was  accordingly  entered  for  the  defendant  with 
costs,  which  were  taxed  by  the  chief  clerk  at  51.  Is.  9d. 

A  B'jsiness-Pubchase  Dispute. 

At  Witney  County  Court  on  November  14,  Chas.  Gerriog, 
chemist,  and  druggist,  formerly  in  business  at  Witney, 
sued  Mr.  Nimrod  Keen,  chemist  and  druggist,  Witney, 
for  61.  3s.  5d.,  money  entrusted  to  him  as  agent  for 
the  plaintiff.  Defendant  set  up  a  counter-claim  for 
111.  2s  Id ,  charges  in  respect  of  fire  insurance,  coal,  &&,, 
which  had  been  deducted  from  a  sum  paid  by  plaintiff  to 
defendant,  and  several  small  sums  to  which  defendant  main- 
tained he  was  entitled  under  the  agreement  on  which  he 
bought  plaintiff's  business.  Defendant  farther  claimed  for 
the  return  of  certain  account  books.  After  a  long  hearing 
the  Jadge  found  for  plaintiff  for  11.  lis.  5d.,  and  ordered 
plaintiff  to  deposit  the  account  books  at  the  offices  of  the 
Court  within  fourteen  days. 

Pat  or  be  Committed. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  November  21  the  case 
of  Wilson  v.  Ford  was  heard,  in  which  tbe  plaintiff  applied 
for  the  committal  of  the  defendant,  a  Canning  Town  chemist, 
for  non-payment  of  a  judgment  debt  in  respect  of  fancy 
goods  supplied  in  trade.  Tbe  debtor  did  not  appear,  but  it 
was  stated  that  he  was  well  able  to  pay,  and  his  Honour 
made  an  order  for  payment  in  a  month,  subject  to  committal 
in  default. 

Claim  of  Chemists. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  November  22  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  Q  C,  hoard  the  case  of  Oorbyn,  Staeey  &  Co. 
v.  Jinkins,  in  which  the  defendant  applied  to  set  aside  an 
order  which  had  been  made  against  him  at  the  instance  of 
the  plaintiffs'  firm.  The  defendant  said  the  plaintiffs  had 
obtained  an  order  against  him  by  default  for  payment  of  81. 
down  and  the  balance  by  instalments  of  11  a  month.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  pay  this,  as  he  had  not  got  the 
money.  He  was  only  earning  31.  a  week  and  could  not  pay 
more  than  11.  a  month.  The  plaintiffs  did  not  oppose  the 
application,  and  his  Honour  made  a  new  order  for  payment 
of  11.  a  month. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Seidlitz-powders. 

At  Houghton-le  Spring  Tetty  Sessions  on  November  16, 
an  adjourned  case  was  heard  against  George  Reay  for 
selling  seidlitz-powders  which  Mr.  Stock,  analyst,  Darlington 
certified  were  not  compounded  in  accordance  with  the  B.P., 
1898,  and  contained  an  average  deficiency  of  at  least  45  per 
cent,  of  bicarbonate  of  sodium.  The  case  was  adjourned 
for  a  Somerset  House  analysis,  and  the  certificate  received 
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from  the  Government  laboratory  stated  that  "  the  powders  in 
question  had  been  compounded  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  B.P.,  1898,  and  that  they  were  not 
deficient  in  sodium  bicarbonate."  The  Chairman,  in  dig- 
missing  the  charge  against  defendant,  said  the  Bench  would 
certainly  hesitate  in  future  before  convicting  on  similar 
charges,  unlpss  there  was  a  much  better  analyst's  opinion 
given  than  in  that  case.  They  made  an  order  for  the 
prosecution  to  pay  costs — 4Z.  lis  8d.  It  was  hard  lines,  he 
said,  for  a  shopkeeper  to  be  summoned,  and  then  told  that 
the  County  Analyst  had  made  a  mistake.  The  Betch  hoped 
that  official  would  be  more  careful  in  future. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  Holmforth  Police  Court  on  November  11,  Amos  Kaye' 
drysalter,  Hepworth,  was  summoned  for  selling  camphorated 
oil  which  was  certified  by  the  public  analyst,  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Sheffield,  to  consist  of  only  5  per  cent,  of  camphor  and 
95  per  cent,  of  olive  oil. 

Defendant  informed  the  Bench"  that  he  only  kept  the  oil 
for  his  own  use,  and  sold  it  to  the  inspector  as  a  convenience. 
He  purchased  the  oil  two  years  ago,  and  it  had  been  used  by 
his  own  family,  and  was  brought  into  the  shop  by  mistake. 
The  chemist  who  supplied  it  told  him  that  it  was  of  full 
strength,  but  that  the  camphor  would  lose  its  strength 
"  like  a  glass  of  drink  if  the  cork  was  left  out,"  and  the 
bottle  bad  probably  been  left  uncorked. 

The  inspector,  in  reply  to  the  Bunch,  said  the  oil  could 
not  have  lost  the  quantity  of  camphor  shown  in  the  analysis 
by  evaporation. 

A  fine  of  5s.  and  27s.  6d.  costs  was  imposed. 

At  Durham  Petty  Sessions  on  November  15,  James  Dalken, 
grocer,  Waterhouses,  was  proceeded  against  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  which  was  certified  to  contain  80  72  per 
cent,  of  oil  of  rape  in  place  of  olive  oil.  The  bottlewas 
labelled  "Camphorated  oil,"  and  it  was  supplied  to  the 
defendant  as  sold  by  him  by  Messrs.  Holmes  &  Eichmond, 
wholesale  druggists,  Darlington.  As  this  firm  had  been 
convicted  for  placing  a  wrong  label  on  the  oil  (see  C.  B., 
November  18,  page  837),  the  case  against  the  defendant  was 
withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

Magnesia. 

At  Tottenham  Police  Court  on  November  16,  Charles 
Shepherd,  128  Myddleton  Road,  Bowes  Park,  N.,  was  charged 
with  selliog  as  calcined  magnesia  an  article  which  consisted 
of  equal  parts  of  calcined  magnesia  and  carbonate  of 
magnesia.  Defendant,  who  said  he  was  the  manager  of  the 
business,  did  not  dispute  the  analysis.  The  business  and  a 
small  portion  of  the  stock  were  purchased  last  February  from 
a  Mr.  Morris  and  the  magnesia  was  part  of  the  old  stock. 
He  had  only  sold  the  magnesia  on  one  previous  occasion, 
and  therefore  claimed  to  have  the  summons  dismissed  under 
Section  5  of  the  Act.  The  Bench  replied  that  that  section 
did  not  apply,  and  defendant  thereupon  pleaded  guilty  with 
extenuating  circumstances,  and  the  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of 
5s.  and  costs,  including  the  analyst's  fees. 

On"  November  22,  at  the  High  gate  Petty  Sessions,  before 
Messrs.  C.  F.  Cory  Wright  and  H.  T.  Tubbs,  Clifford  B. 
Moore,  chemist,  Woodside  Park,  Finchley,  was  summoned 
for  selling  calcined  magnesia  which  was  adulterated  with 
30 f per  cent,  of  ^carbonate.  The  assistant-inspector  stated 
that  when  divided  the  magnesia  was  put  in  envelopes  and 
placed  in  a  bag  with  samples  of  butter  and  other  things. 
He  was  ucable  to  say  what  the  state  of  the  weather  was. 

Arthur  Liddle  Bridge  deposed  that  the  analysis  of  Mr. 
Bevan  showed  that  the  sample  contained  carborjate  of 
magnesia  30  per  cent.,  and  calcined  70  per  cent.  It  had  not 
undergone  any  change. 

By  Mr.  Cory  Wright :  This  would  not  go  into  carbonate 
unless  it  was  put  in  a  coal  pit  for  six  months. 

Mr.  Ricketts  (for  the  defence) :  What  is  known  in  the 
trade  as  light  magnesia  ? 

Mr.  Bridge  :  Light  calcined  magnesia. 

With  regard  to  its  medicinal  properties,  he  thought  the 
calcined  was  more  purgative  than  the  carbonate.  Witness 
did  not  believe  the  atmosphere  would  take  much  effect  upon  | 
magnesia  in  less  than  three  or  four  years.    The  manner  in  I 


which  the  sample  was  dealt  with  did  not  expose  it  to  atmo- 
spheric changes. 

Mr.  Ricketts  said  the  summons  meant  that  the  sample  was 
adulterated  by  the  admission  of  a  foreign  article.  The 
article  asked  for  was  light  magnesia,  not  "  light  calcined 
magnesia,  B.P.,"  therefore  it  was  open  to  sell  any  article 
known  in  the  trade  as  such. 

Mr.  Cory  Wright :  It  is  not  usual  to  put  the  wrong  name  on, 
is  it  1 

Mr.  Ricketts  :  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Defendant,  he  said,  took  over  the  business  eighteen  months 
ago,  and  had  never  sold  any  light  calcined  magnesia.  Light 
magnesia  in  any  form  would  answer.  Calcined  mag- 
nesia exposed  for  a  very  short  time  by  the  simple 
removal  of  the  cork  would  become  carbonate  of  magnesia. 
Light  magnesia  was  asked  for  and  given.  There  were 
several  days  between  the  time  the  sample  was  taken  and 
when  the  certificate  was  given,  and  that  was  ample  time  to 
convert  it  and  account  for  the  30  per  cent.  The  in- 
spector actually  got  a  better  article  than  he  asked  for. 

Mr.  Cory  Wiight :  Is  not  the  purchaser  of  a  drug  en- 
titled to  have  what  is  defined  by  the  B.P.  ? 

Mr.  Ricketts:  If  there  is  a  drug  in  the  B  P.  known  by  a 
particular  name,  he  is  entitled  to  that;  but  where  there  is 
one  thing  which  answers  to  two  it  is  not  necessary  to  sell 
what  is  in  the  B.P. 

Mr.  Moore  said  he  took  the  business  in  1898,  and  in 
the  stock  was  only  4  oz.  of  calcined  magnesia.  It  was  in  a 
pound-bottle,  corked,  and  he  transferred  it  to  a  small  one. 
He  had  never  opened  it  until  that  day.  He  did  not  sell  it  as 
calcined.  Ordinary  magnesia  would  not  be  calcined.  He 
should  charge  3d.  an  oz.  for  magnesia  and  Qd  for  calcined. 
People  never  ask  for  light  magnesia.  They  ask  for  a  penny- 
worth of  magnesia,  and  they  are  supplied  with  carbonate  of 
magnesia.  In  this  case  he  sold  light  magnesia,  which  he 
believed  was  "light  calcined  magnesia."  When  be  took 
over  the  business  he  bought  the  stock  all  guaranteed  as  pure. 
He  was  unable  to  say  how  long  the  drug  had  been  in  the 
shop. 

Mr.  Kcenigh  said  he  analysed  the  sample  and  found  25 
per  cent,  of  carbonate  only.  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that 
calcined  magnesia  became  reconverted  into  carbonate.  The 
change  depended  on  the  state  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  Bench,  after  consideration  in  private,  convicted  the 
defendant,  Mr.  Cory  Wright  remarking  that  they  did  not 
impute  that  he  had  adulterated  knowingly,  to  defraud  the 
public.  It  was,  in  their  opinion,  carelessness  more  than 
anything  else. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  failures. 


Re  John  Batty  Beckwith,  19  Moss  Grove,  late  139  Oak- 
field  Road,  and  83  Everton  Road,  Liverpool,  Ohemist 
and  Druggist. 

At  the  resumed  public  examination  of  this  debtor  last 
week,  at  the  Liverpool  County  Court,  it  was  stated  that  the 
trustee  had  been  through  the  accounts  of  the  debtor,  and 
was  satisfied  there  was  a  probability  of  a  good  dividend,  if 
not  of  20s.  in  the  pound. 

The  debtor  was  allowed  to  pass. 


Re  John  Aston,  Church  View,  Overton,  Frodsham,  Chester, 
Drug- dealer,  &c. 

In  this  failure  accounts  have  been  filed  showing  liabili- 
ries  302Z.  17s.  9d.,  and  assets  expected  to  realise  49Z.  4s.  Id. 
It  appears  from  the  Official  Receiver's  observations  that 
about  four  years  ago,  with  a  capital  of  100Z.,  debtor  took 
over  a  grocery  business  from  his  mother,  and  "gradually 
introduced  the  drug-business."  He  attributes  his  deficiency 
to  "loss  on  trading,  91.  10s.  3d. ;  bad  debts,  21  lis.  lid. ; 
law-costs,  201. ;  interest  on  loans,  1C5Z.  ;  anticipated  loss  on 
realisation  of  assets,  281.  5>.  6d  ;  and  household  and  personal 
expenditure  in  excess  of  profits,  881." 


Re  William  Cobnell,  8  Orwell  Place,  Ipswich,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

The  debtor  states  that  he  began  his  present  business  as  a 
chemist  in  Orwell  Place  in  1897,  with  a  borrowed  capital  of 
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3501.  Up  to  1896  he  had  for  some  years  been  in  partner- 
ship in  a  firm  in  Tavern  Street.  The  premises  now  occupied 
by  the  debtor  are  hired  by  his  wife  and  her  father  at  a 
rental  of  60Z.  a  year.  The  debtor  had  not  recently  kept 
any  cash-book  or  ledger,  and  had  only  kept  a  day-book, 
therefore  he  was  unable  to  furnish  any  detailed  deficiency 
account.  He  points  out  that  of  the  unsecured  liabilities 
236/.  is  due  to  a  creditor  who  redeemed  a  policy  on  the 
debtor's  life,  and  that  he  paid  300Z  for  the  business  in 
Orwell  Place.  He  thinks  that  at  that  time  the  stock  may 
have  been  worth  100/ ,  and  if  so,  the  fixtures,  now  valued  at 
40/ ,  cost  him  about  2.001.  These  two  sums  appear  to  offersome 
explanation  of  about  400/.  of  the  deficiency,  and  as  to  the  rest 
the  debtor  says  he  estimates  his  gross  profits  have  cot  ex- 
ceeded 2Z.  a  week,  that  his  rent,  rates,  and  gas  amounted  to 
100Z.  a  year,  his  household  expenses  to  another  1001,  and, 
in  addition,  he  made  an  allowance  to  an  invalid  sister  of 
15s.  a  week.  The  statement  of  affairs  shows  liabilities 
806/.  19s.  5d.,  and  assets  122/.  9s.  9d.  The  first  meeting  of 
creditors  was  to  have  been  held  on  November  17  at  Ipswich, 
but  no  creditors  attended,  and  the  debtor's  affairs  were  left 
with  the  Official  Eeceiver  for  summary  administration. 
The  following  are  creditors : — 

£  s.  a. 

Carter,  A.  G.,  Ipswich    ...    22    0  0 

Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  Ipswich  ...    15    0  0 

Mills,  R.  W.,  &  Co.,  Bourne    14    6  8 

Pearce,  A.,  Ipswich   236    0  0 


Re  Henry  Burton  Beery,  20  Showell's  Green  Lane, 
Sparkhill,  Birmingham,  formerly  of  Gloucester,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

This  debtor  again  appeared  for  examination  at  Walsall 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  November  15,  and,  having  presented  a 
cash-account  from  March,  1896,  to  the  date  of  the  petition, 
the  examination  was  adjourned  until  November  29,  when  it 
will  be  closed. 


Re  Raphael  Charles  Humfrey,  lately  carrying  on 
business  at  10  Hewlett  Street,  Cheltenham,  afterwards 
at  94  Hunter's  Road,  Birmingham,  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist. 

The  Birmingham  Official  Receiver,  in  his  observations  on 
this  matter,  said  tbe  bankrupt  commenced  business  in  1882, 
in  partnership  with  his  father,  who  was  then  trading  in 
Banbury  as  a  wine-merchant.  The  partnership  was  dissolved 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Humfrey,  sen.,  in  1889,  and  after  a  few 
months  the  bankrupt  sold  the  business,  receiving  as  his  share 
about  220/.  In  1890  be  commenced  business  as  a  chemist 
at  Gloucester,  paying  270/.  for  the  goodwill,  fixtures,  and 
stock.  To  enable  him  to  do  so  his  mother  lent  him  300/., 
and,  subsequently,  further  amounts.  She  is  now  a  creditor 
for  930/.  In  1896  a  Mr.  H.  R.  Milner  joined  him  as  partner, 
but  the  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1897,  the  bankrupt 
receiving  300/.  for  his  share  of  the  capital.  At  that  time  he 
owed  300/.  to  his  bankers  and  about  700/.  to  his  mother, 
whilst  his  assets  were  represented  by  the  300/.,  and  furniture 
estimated  at  50/.  He  removed  to  Cheltenham,  and  expended 
about  150/.  in  fitting  up  and  stocking  a  chemist's  shop  in 
Hewlett  Street.  In  consequence  of  ill  health  he  disposed  of 
the  business  in  1899  for  270/ ,  out  of  which  he  states  that  he 
paid  about  10OZ.  to  some  of  his  creditors,  and  120/.  for  a 
fruiteret's  business  which  he  bought  in  Hunter's  Road,  Bir- 
mingham. In  August  last  the  business  was  sold  for  80/. 
On  September  11a  bankruptcy  notice  was  served  upon  the 
bankrupt,  followed  by  a  petition  on  September  22,  His  life- 
policies  for  300/ ,  250/.,  and  250/.  are  held  by  the  insurance 
companies  as  security  for  advances  made  recently  amounting 
to  158/.  The  amount  was  paid  to  his  bankers,  who  previously 
held  the  policies,  and  had  given  him  notice  they  were  about 
to  realise.  The  insolvency  is  attributed  to  illness  and  heavy 
expenses.  On  August  22  the  bankrupt  gave  his  mother  a 
bill  of  sale  over  his  furniture.  The  consideration  was  a  past 
debt  for  750/.  and  a  present  advance  of  51.  As  this  trans- 
action took  place  so  shortly  before  the  receiving-order  the 
Official  Receiver  says  it  appears  to  call  for  further  inquiry, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  creditors  had 
obtained  a  preference.  The  statement  of  affairs  shows 
liabilities  1,106/.  5s.  5d.,  and  assets  26/.  10s.  <\d. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRcwa. 


Habeison  &  Gregory  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  at  Gainsborough,  among 
other  businesses,  that  of  chemists,  &c.  The  subscribers  are 
to  appoint  tbe  first  directors.  Qualification  100/.  Remunera- 
tion 50/.  each  per  annum  and  a  share  in  the  profits. 

Fryer,  McDowall  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on 
by  A.  Fryer  &  Co.  at  the  Laboratory,  Leeds,  with  the  sole 
rights  for  the  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  known  as 
"  Fryer's  Royal  Blood-purifier,"  "  Soberine,"and  "  Soberoids," 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  patent-medicine  manufac- 
turers, analytical-formula  vendors,  medical  herbalists, &c. 

Bancroft  Extract  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
5,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  at  Cheadle,  Cheshire,  as  "  Bancroft,  Metcalf  & 
Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  dyewood-extract  manu- 
facturers, colour  and  drug  grinders,  chemists,  druggists, 
drysalters,  &c  The  first  directors  are  Messrs.  A.  R. 
Bancroft,  J.  C.  Marshall,  and  R  McBride.  Qualification 
250/.    Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

J.  W.  Foster  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
Sudbury  as  Foster  &  Co.,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
manure  and  fertiliser  manufacturers,  manufacturing  and 
general  chemists,  tallow  and  oil  merchants,  soap  manufac- 
turers, &c.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 
Registered  office,  Phosphate-works,  Greenford  Green,  Sud- 
bury, 

Victory  Blue  Company  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  businesses 
carried  on  at  5Z0  Commercial  Road  East  as  "  The  Victory 
Blue  Company,"  and  "  Joy  &  Co.,"  and  to  manufacture  and 
deal  in  blue,  disinfecting,  and  other  soaps,  compositions,  and 
fluids,  oils,  drugs,  essences,  &c.  The  first  directors  are 
Messrs.  T.  Baxter,  A.  H.  Carley,  O.  W.  Peacock,  and  H. 
Wilson  (permanent  managing  director).    Qualification  10/. 


W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  have  declared 
an  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum  for 
the  half-year  ended  June  30  last  on  the  ordinary  shares. 

The  Chemists'  Defence  Association  (Limited). — The 
prospectus  of  this  Association  is  being  circulated.  We  gave 
a  resume  of  what  the  Association  is  going  to  do  in  our  issue 
of  October  22,  1898,  page  662,  so  that  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  repeat  the  proposals.  The  following  chemists  have 
consented  to  act  a?  directors  until  the  date  of  the  statutory 
meeting  of  shareholders  : — William  Robert  Barnes,  10  Terrace 
Road,  Plaistow,  E.  ;  Charles  James  Garibaldi  Bunker, 
135  Great  Dover  Street,  London,  S.E. ;  Albert  Cooper,  F.C.S., 
80  Gloucester  Road,  London,  S.W. :  Thomas  Philip  Garrett, 
33  Commercial  Street,  Newport,  Mon.  ;  William  Sanauel 
Glyn-Jones.  Lennard  House,  Aveley,  Essex ;  William 
Johnston,  69  Loughborough  Road,  Brixton,  London,  S.W.  ; 
Samuel  Norman  Pickard,  74  Manningham  Lane,  Bradford  ; 
Phillip  Foale  Rowsell,  74  High  Street,  Exeter.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Glyn-Jones  is  the  Secretary  (pro  (em.),  and  chemists 
can  obtain  copies  of  the  prospectus  on  application  to 
2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,  E.C. 

Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited). — In  the  report  of  this 
company  just  issued  for  the  nine  months  ending  September  30, 
to  be  submitted  to  the  shareholders  at  a  meeting  to  be  held 
at  Winchester  House,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C  ,  on  November  29, 
tbe  directors  point  out  that  a  substantial  increase  is  shown  in 
both  sales  and  profits.  The  net  profit  for  the  nine  months' 
trading  (after  deducting  295/.  for  salaries  of  general  manager 
and  secretary,  75/  for  auditors'  fees,  621/.  for  deprecia- 
tion reserve  account,  148/  for  repairs  and  improvements 
account,  and  350/.  for  directors'  fees)  amounts  to  3,081/. 
Out  of  this  the  directors  recommend  the  payment  of  a 
dividend  for  the  past  nine  months  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent, 
per  annum,  less  income-tax,  on  the  preference  shares.  This 
disposes  of  1 124/.,  and  with  the  remaining  1,957/.  they 
propose  to  pay  a  dividend  of  5  percent,  per  annum,  less  income 
tax,  on  the  ordinary  shares.    The  report  further  states  that 
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owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  company's  business  and 
the  necessity  for  the  holding  of  an  increased  stock,  the 
directors  have  decided  to  issue  the  remaining  5  000?.  of 
6-per-cent.  preference  shares.  The  directors  are  prepared  to 
subscribe  for  a  large  portion,  but  the  shares  will  be  allotted 
pro  rata  among  applicants. 

Wahsaw  Company. — Henryk  Welt,  of  Warsaw,  informs 
us  that  his  business  (founded  in  1875)  of  dealer  in  apotheker 
goods,  chemicals,  and  colours,  with  assets  and  liabilities,  has 
been  formed  into  a  Joint  Stock  Company,  and  will  be 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  "Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Joint  Stock  Company  Henryk  Welt."  Henryk  Welt  is  Director 
President. 

Bbitannia  Works  Company  (Limited). — The  report  of 
the  directors  for  the  year  ended  October  31  states  that  after 
payment  of  working  expenses,  directors'  fees,  income-tax, 
&c,  and  making  provision  for  doubtful  debts,  the  net  profit 
for  the  year's  trading  is  51.928Z.  This  amount,  with  5,637?. 
brought  forward  from  last  year,  gives  57,565?.  for  appropria- 
tion. The  directors  have  paid  an  interim  dividend  on  the 
ordinary-share  capital  for  the  half-year  ended  April  30  last 
at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  free  of  income-tax, 
absorbing  7,600?. ;  and  for  the  same  period  they  have  paid 
the  dividend  on  the  6  per  cent,  preference  shares  amounting 
to  5.700?.  Since  then  the  second  dividend  on  the  6  per  cent, 
preference  shares  has  been  paid.  From  the  balance  the 
directors  recommend  that  a  dividend  be  paid  on  the  ordinary 
share  capital  for  the  half-year  ended  October  31  last  at  the 
rate  of  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  free  of  income-tax,  making, 
with  the  above  interim  dividend,  10  per  cent,  for  the  year  ; 
this  will  absorb  11,400?.  On  this  dividend,  by  the  terms  of 
the  profit-sharing  scheme  submitted  at  the  last  meeting.  713?. 
will  be  paid  as  bonus  to  the  employes.  Of  the  balance. 
26,452?.,  the  directors  recommend  that  14,899?.  be  written  off 
goodwill,  processes,  &c,  that  8000Z.  be  placed  to  reserve,  and 
the  balance,  3,553?.,  carried  forward. 

Boots  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors  for  the 
year  ended  September  30,  to  be  presented  at  the  meeting  to 
be  held  at  Nottingham  on  November  30,  states  that  the 
year's  profits  shown  on  the  balance-sheet  to  be  submitted  to 
the  shareholders  are  most  satisfactory.  Without  counting 
on  any  further  increase  there  would  be.  sufficient  to  pay  the 
6-per-cent.  preference  dividend  and  12  per  cent,  on  both  the 
ordinary  and  deferred  shares  if  the  whole  of  the  capital 
were  issued,  and  still  leave  a  sufficient  amount  for  manage- 
ment expenses,  &c ,  whereas  there  is  still  a  substantial 
amount  of  unissued  capital  in  reserve  for  extension  and 
purchase  of  properties.  The  directors  look  to  the  permanent 
maintenance  of  the  12-per-cent.  distribution  on  the  ordinary 
shares  as  a  fixed  income  to  the  shareholders  The  reservals 
continue  to  mount  up,  and  are  now  equal  to  nearly  40  per 
cent ,  or,  including  the  depreciation  fund,  to  50  per  cent,  of 
the  paid-up  capital.  The  reserve  funds  have  now  accumu- 
lated to  over  61,000?,  and  the  depreciation  fund  exceeds 
18,000?.  It  is  again  proposed  to  apply  1  000?.  to  the  branch 
managers'  chemists'  provident  fund,  which  will  then  amount 
to  3  700?.  The  profit- and- loss  account  shows  a  net  trading 
profit  of  18.371?.,  and  addiDg  the  balance  of  profit  brought 
from  last  year  there  is  an  available  total  of  22,172?.,  which 
the  directors  recommend  to  be  applied  as  follows  : — To  con- 
firm the  dividends  already  paid — on  the  preference  shares 
6  per  cent,  per  annum,  free  of  income-tax,  5,105?.;  on  the 
ordinary  at  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  free  of  income-tax, 
7,011?.,  absorbing  together  12,116?.;  to  pay  dividend  of  12 
per  cent,  per  annum  on  deferred  shares,  free  of  income-tax, 
1  800?. ;  to  pay  management-expenses  for  one  year,  including 
managing  director's  remuneration  and  directors'  fees,  free  of 
income-tax,  750Z.  ;  and  to  carry  forward  to  next  year  4,505?. 

Cork  Company  (Limited)  — An  extraordinary  general 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  was  held  at  the  Cannon  Street 
Hotel  on  November  20  to  consider  resolutions  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  company.  Mr.  John  Howard  (Chairman  of 
the  company)  presided,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
said  that  in  formulating  the  scheme  the  Board  had 
endeavoured  so  far  as  possi^e  to  adjust  the  claims  of  the 
shareholders  in  an  equitable  manner.  The  accrued  and 
unpaid  dividends  had  been  made  np  to  the  preference 
shareholders  in  the  form  of  shares  in  the  new  company,  and 
after  receiving  the  6  per  cent,  to  which  they  were  entitled 


they  would  be  in  receipt  of  half  profits  when  a  dividend  had 
been  paid  to  the  ordinary  and  deferred  shareholders.  The 
fire  in  the  Minories  had,  unfortunately,  frustrated  all  the 
endeavours  of  the  directors  to  make  progress.  With  the 
support  of  capital  the  undertaking,  which  was  not  only  alive 
but  sound,  would  very  shortly  become  vigorous  and  flourish- 
ing. The  figures  show  that  a  large  retail-trading  profit  was 
being  made,  so  fJhat  it  would  be  a  thousand  pities,  now  that 
success  was  within  reach,  to  throw  up  the  sponge.  The 
directors  were  not  in  a  position  to  place  a  balance-sheet 
before  the  meeting,  its  preparation  being  delayed  owing  to 
certain  papers  having  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  fire. 
However,  the  accounts  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
auditors.  He  moved  the  resolution  for  reconstruction, 
which  was  seconded.  An  amendment  (afterwards  with- 
drawn) was  moved  that  the  directors  should  furnish  each 
shareholder  with  a  copy  of  the  balance-sheet  and  full  state- 
ments of  accounts  down  to  the  present  time,  and  that  the 
meeting  declined  to  consider  the  scheme  of  reconstruction 
until  such  accounts  had  been  furnished,  and  a  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  for  twenty-eight  days  and 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  was  defeated  by  sixteen  to 
fourteen.  The  reconstruction  resolutions  were  also  nega- 
tived on  a  show  of  hands.  A  poll  was  demanded  and  taken, 
when  the  scheme  of  reconstruction  was  carried  by  forty-five 
(415  votes  to  370). 


(5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Burgess,  G.  H.  S.,  and  Rogers,  I.  B.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Standard  Brand  Company,  Gateshead,  drysalters  and  varnish-manu- 
facturers. 

Davidson,  W.  H.,  and  MeKerlie,  J.,  uuder  the  style  of  Davidson  Si 
McKerlie,  Hungerford,  veterinary  surgeons  and  shoeing-smiths. 

Marshall,  S.  W.,  and  Rathbun,  C,  uuder  the  style  of  Stanley  W. 
Marshall  &  Co.,  Weymouth  Street,  E.C.,  dental-requisite  manu- 
facturers. 

Trapp,  T.,  and  Trapp,  A.,  under  the  style  of  L.  Trapp  &  Co.,  Budge 
Row,  E.O.,  paper-agents. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjtjdioatiok  s  ■ 

Jagielski,  Victor,  Dorset  Square,  late  York  Terrace,  N.W.,  doctor  of 
medicine. 

Williams,  Walter,  Llandilo,  veteiinary  surgeon. 


The  Scotsman  of  November  22  contains  the  following  notice  :— All  parties 
having  c'.aims  against  the  lite  Miss  Marion  Duncan,  Portree,  and 
the  firm  of  Donald  Duncan,  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Portree,  are 
requested  to  lodge  the  same  before  Deceoob'r  2  with  Mr.  R.  Macdonald, 
solicitor,  Portree  ;  and  all  parties  indebted  to  the  said  deceased  Miss 
Marion  Duncan,  or  to  the  said  firm  of  Donald  Duacan,  arc  requested  to 
make  payment  to  the  undersigned  within  a  like  period. 


Beet)  of  arrangement. 


Gibson,  William  James,  33  Elswiok  Read,  and  Lefroy  House,  Lefroy 
Street,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  drug-store  proprietor.  Trustee,  Robert 
Allen,  24  Grainger  Street  West,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  chartered 
accountant.  Dated,  November  8 ;  filed,  November  14.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  295Z.  8s.  3d. ;  estimated  net  assets,  172/.  18s.  Id.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£   i.  d. 

Bates,  H.  I.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne   113   0  0 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York   10   0  0 

Graham,  William,  Carlisle   21    0  0 

Ismay  &  Son,  Newcastle  on-Tyne    60   0  0 

Patterson,  Mrs.,  Newca?tle-on-Tyne  12   0  0 


No  more  he'll  ever  greet  us. 

He  now  is  with  the  blest : 
He  got  appendicitis, 

And  the  doctors  did  the  rest.— Judge. 
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Correspond  ence. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  hut  not  abbreviated,  style.  They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters 
Notice  to  wan  or  withouta  nom-de-plume,must  be  authen- 
Correspon-  ticateii  olJ  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 
dents.  Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  section  to  which 
hey  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Art  and  Advertisement. 
Sib,— In  "The  Life  and  Letters  of  Sir  John  Everett 
Millais,"  written  by  his  son,  Mr.  J.  G.  Millais,  there  is  a 
passage  as  follows  : — 

Come  we  now  to  "Bubbles,"  one  of  the  last  pictures  of  1885, 
and  now  familiar  to  all  the  English-speaking  world.  .  .  .  The 
picture  was  not  in  any  sense  a  pot-boiler,  nor  was  it  painted  with 
any  idea  of  the  commercial  purpose  to  which  it  was  ultimately 
turned.  Millais  painted  it  simply  and  solely  for  his  own  pleasure. 
He  was  very  fond  of  his  little  grandson,  Willie  James,  a  singularly 
beautiful  and  winning  child,  and,  seeing  him  one  day  blowing 
soap-bubbles  through  a  pipe,  he  thought  what  a  dainty  picture  he 
would  make,  and  at  once  set  to  work  to  paint  him,  bubbles  and 
all.  .  .  .  Shortly  afterwards  Sir  William  Ingram  came  to  the 
studio,  and,  falling  in  love  with  the  picture,  bought  it  for  the 
Illustrated  London  News. 

After  using  it  as  a  supplement  to  their  paper  the  proprietors 
sold  the  picture  (as  they  had  every  right  to  do)  to  Messrs.  Pears. 
And  now  Mr.  Barratt,  Messrs.  Pears'  manager,  appeared  upon  the 
scene.  To  my  father's  astonishment  he  called  at  the  studio  one 
morning  with  specimens  of  the  coloured  engraving  that  they  pro- 
posed to  publish  as  an  advertisement  of  their  wares.  My  father 
was  furious.  He  protested  strongly  against  this  utilisation  of  his 
art ;  but,  knowing  that  he  had  no  power  to  prevent  their  using 
the  picture  in  any  way  they  liked,  he  at  last  consented  to  look  at 
the  specimens.  Their  excellence  somewhat  tended  to  assuage  his 
wrath  ;  he  admitted,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  that  the  work  was 
admirably  done,  and,  with  an  expression  of  his  regret  at  the 
purpose  to  which  it  was  to  be  turned,  the  interview  ended. 
Clearly,  therefore,  no  blame  attached  to  him  ;  and,  as  to  Messrs. 
Pears,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  we  ought  to  be  grateful  to  them  for 
their  spirited  departure  from  the  beaten  track  of  advertisers.  The 
example  they  set  has  tended  to  raise  the  character  of  our  illus- 
trated advertisements,  whether  in  papers  or  posters,  and  may 
possibly  lead  to  the  final  extinction  of  such  atrocious  vulgarities 
as  now  offend  the  eye  at  every  turn. 

This  account  of  an  interesting  incident  has  not  only  been 
given  to  the  world  in  the  memoir  of  Sir  John  Millais  by  his 
son,  but  it  has  also  been  extensively  copied  in  the  news- 
papers. I  beg  of  you,  therefore,  that  you  will  allow  me  to 
state  the  facts  as  they  live  in  my  remembrance. 

When  I  first  called  upon  Sir  John  Millais  to  show  him  a 
proof  of  the  reproduction  for  his  approval,  he  at  once  said, 
"  That's  magnificent."  In  fact,  he  was  full  •  of  praise. 
Encouraged  by  his  generous  words,  I  spoke  of  the  advantage 
which  it  was  possible  for  the  large  advertiser  to  lend  to  art 
— he  could  give  a  very  much  greater  publicity  to  a  good 
picture  than  it  could  receive  by  being  hung  on  the  walls  of 
the  Royal  Academy.  Sir  John  Millais  with  alacritv  ap- 
preciated that  idea,  and  when  I  stated  the  extreme  difliculty 
experienced  by  those  desirous  of  advertising  by  means  of 
the  graphic  art  to  induce  good  men  to  paint  pictures,  owing 
to  the  artist's  fear  for  his  reputation,  Sir  John,  taking  his 
pipe  from  his  mouth,  said :  "  What  .  .  .  nonsense ;  I  will 
paint  as  many  pictures  for  advertisements  as  you  like  to  give 
me  commissions  for,  and  I  will  write  you  a  letter  for  publica- 
tion marking  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  way  in  which 
you  have  dealt  with  my  picture."  This  letter  however,  he 
did  not  send  me,  and  afterwards  explained  to  me  why  he  had 
not  done  so.  He  wa3  afraid  fctat  the  publication  of  such  a 
letter  would  induce  certain  Society  journals  to  say,  "  Millais 
is  seeking  telf-advertisement." 

In  order  to  mafee  it  quite  clear  that  my  action  was  per- 
fectly in  accord  with  Sir  John  Millais'  views  of  what  was 
proper,  I  may  mention  that  the  picture  when  it  came  into 
my  hands  was  slightly  injured,  and  that,  with  great 
ourtesy  and  kindness,  he  put  it  right,  and  when  it  was 
finished  would  listen  to  no  suggestion  of  recompense,  but, 


placing  his  hand  upon  my  shoulder,  he  said,  "  Now,  take 
care  of  that  picture,  Barratt,  as  long  as  you  live,  for  it  is  a 
good  one,"  and  he  called  Lady  Millais  into  the  studio  to 
show  her  the  completed  reproduction,  which,  he  said,  he 
should  haDg  in  his  own  room.  This,  surely,  should  indicate 
that  there  was  nothing  "  furious  "  about  Sir  John,  or  that  he 
had  any  objection  in  connection  with  the  subject. 

I  trust,  Sir,  that  you  will  realise  that  I  am  writing  this  in 
the  interests  of  art  and  commerce.  The  passage  from  the 
memoir  which  I  have  quoted  is  an  entirely  incorrect  state- 
ment, and  certain,  if  allowed  to  go  uncorrected,  to  become  a 
deterrent  to  other  artists,  and  so  prove  injurious  alike  to  art 
and  commerce,  the  alliance  of  which  received  so  great  a 
stimulus  from  the  name  of  Sir  John  Millais — and  before  him 
of  another  Academician,  Henry  Stacy  Marks— which  stimulus 
all  must  be  desirous  may  not  be  lost. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 
Devonshire  Club,  November  16.  Thomas  J.  Baeeatt. 
[Since  we  received  the  above  a  correspondence  has  been 
taking  place  on  the  same  subject  in  the  Times.  Mr.  3.  G. 
Millais  reiterates  the  statements  made  in  his  book ;  but  Sir 
W.  Ingram,  Mr.  C.  W.  Deschamps,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Keep 
briDg  further  evidence  in  support  of  Mr.  Barratt's  letter. — 
Ed] 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  1900. 
SiE, — A  preliminary  meeting  of  London  pharmacists  was 
held  (by  kind  permission)  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square  on 
Wednesday,  October  25,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
best  means  of  promoting  interest  in  the  forthcoming  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  London.  It 
was  resolved  that  a  general  meeting  of  pharmacists,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  b3  called  for  Wednesday,  December  6, 
at  3  p.m.,  at  17  B'.oomsbury  Square,  London,  at  which  a  large 
and  representative  "  General  Committee"  should  be  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  makiDg  the  necessary  arrangements.  It  was 
decided  to  invite  sub-criptions  for  an  Entertainment  Fund 
from  all  pharmacists  in  the  London  district,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  such  subsoriptions  should  not  exceed  two 
gnineas  from  any  individual  or  five  guineas  from  a  firm.  We 
hope  the  meeting  will  be  largely  attended  by  both  sections 
of  the  trade,  and  any  person  unable  to  attend  the  meeting, 
but  who  is  desirous  of  co-operating  in  giving  the  Conference 
a  hearty  welcome  next  year,  is  invited  to  send  the  amount 
of  his  subscription  to  Mr.  J.  H  Mathews,  Hod.  Treasurer  of 
the  Entertainment  Ford,  68  Queen's  Gardens,  London,  W.,  by 
whom  it  will  be  duly  acknowledged. 

William  Warren, 
Herbert  Cbacknell, 
Hon.  Local  Secretaries  to  the  British 
November  18.  Pharmaceutica1.  Conference. 

The  Rival  Valentines. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  November  18,  under  the  above 
heading,  some  slight  inaccuracies  have  crept  iato  your 
report.  For  instance,  you  state  the  business  of  the  de- 
fendant company  was  bought  back  by  Mr.  C.  R.  A'alentine 
in  1898,  whereas  the  Valentine  Estract  Company  (Lim  ted) 
is  still  carrying  it  on. 

In  referring  to  the  matter  of  the  trade-mark  "Valline," 
the  declaration  for  the  Ameiican  trade-mark  was  prepared 
by  the  patent-agent  in  conjunction  with  several  oth»r  papers, 
and  all  simultaneously  dealt  with  by  Mr.  C  R.  Valentine. 
The  Judga  of  course  tock  the  only  proper  view,  that  a 
declaration  is  a  declaration,  and  no  man  can  offer  any  justi- 
fication for  including  in  a  declaration  any  statement  which 
is  not  accurate.  It  is  of  course  always  open  to  a  man,  where 
a  mistake  has  been  bona  fide  made,  to  explain  bow  such 
mistake  arose,  and  thereby  minimise  an  offence  which  wou  d 
be  unquestionably  most  serious  to  an  act  of  carelessness  or 
omission  on  his  part.  To  quote  Mr.  Juttice  Stirling's  judg- 
ment, "the  defendant's  explanation,  if  ^uch  it  can  be  called, 
is  that  the  document  was  prepared  by  his  patent-agent.  Ic 
was  sent  to  him  ready  for  his  signature,  without  any  copy 
or  draft  being  submitted  to  him.  He  glanced  through  it  and 
signed  it  without  reading  it,  acting  in  reliance  upon  his 
patent-agent." 

Again,  towards  the  end  of  your  report,  you  refer  to  the 
witness  who  stated  that  Mr.  C.  R.  Valentine  thought  that  the 
fact  that  a  possible  collision  with  the  Valentine  Meat- juice 
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Company  would  help  him,  bat  the  following  quoted  judg- 
ment should  be  substituted  for  it : — "  I  (the  Judge)  confess 
that,  having  seen  .  .  .  (viz  ,  the  witness  who  a  leged  the 
conversation)  that  I  do  not  attach  any  great  weight  to  his 
evidence  " 

We  would  ask  you,  in  fairness  to  Mr  C.  E.  Valentine  and 
to  the  Valentine  Extract  Company  (Limited),  to  insert  this 
letter  in  your  next  issue.  Your  obedient  servants, 

H.  G.  Campion  &  Co. 

90  and  91  Queen  Street,  E.C. 

Pharmacy-companies'  Profits. 

Sie, — I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  a  fallacy  in  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Key,  published  in  your  issue  of  November  18, 
as  I  find,  in  discussing  the  company  question  with  other 
chemists,  that  many  of  them  have  the  same  method  of 
calculating  store-profits:  as  he  has. 

In  the  first  place,  the  dividend,  whatever  it  may  be,  is 
calculated  on  the  capital,  not  the  turnover.  Then,  in  the 
figures  Mr.  Key  quotes,  there  is  15  per  cent,  allowed  for 
working-expenses.  Does  it  not  occur  to  him  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  this  goes  for  salaries  of  manager, 
managing  and  other  directors?  The  individual  trader  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  his  own  manager,  and  consequently  pockets 
the  salaries  which  a  company  would  have  to  pay.  To  my 
mind  this  amount  represents  the  cost  of  living,  &c,  while 
the  dividend  of  a  company  is  equivalent  to  the  savings  of 
the  individual  Taking  your  correspondent's  example  of  a 
business  with  an  overturn  of  5  OOOZ.  annually,  I  should  say 
that  the  expenses  of  management  under  a  company  would 
amount  to  200Z  -250Z ,  the  amount  he  wishes  to  have  to 
live  on;  while  the  5  per  cent,  net  profit  would  leave  an 
unknown  sum  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  his  bank-account 
or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Yours  faithf  ally, 

Anon.  (179/69.) 

The  Council  and  the  Companies. 

Sir, — Of  all  the  letters  which  have  appeared  with  reference 
to  this  question,  I  have  not  read  one  which  contained  a  more 
common-sense  view  than  that  of  "  An  Ordinary  Chemist  "  in 
your  issue  of  November  11,  and  I  would  especially  invite  the 
thoughtful  consideration  of  that  sentence  in  particular  which 
reads  "  There  is,  and  can  be,  no  danger  so  long  as  those 
duties  which  are  restricted  by  law  to  the  qualified  chemists 
are  relegated  to  such  a  person,  whether  a  company  or  not." 
That  is,  in  my  view,  the  way  that  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  members  of  Parliament  will  look  at  the  question 
when  it  comes  before  them.  Why  does  Mr.  Gifford  still 
remain  so  befogged  1  He  says,  for  instance,  "  The  legalising 
of  company -pharmacy  in  any  shape  or  form  means  repeal  of 
the  Pharmacy  Acts."  The  fact  is  that  company-pharmacy 
was  legalised  by  the  House  of  Lords  decision  in  1881,  if  it 
was  not  perfectly  legal  from  the  first.  Why  not  accept  this 
fact  and  proceed  to  regulate  company-pharmacy  as  chemists 
are  regulated  1    This  is  where  the  injustice  comes  in. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Justice  All  Round.  (99/11.) 

A  Shareholder  (175/11)  who  has  got  hold  of  the  erroneous 
idea  that  the  law  compels  limited  companies  who  are 
engaged  in  the  drug-trade  to  keep  qualified  assistants,  while 
registered  chemists  need  not,  informs  us  that  in  the  town  in 
which  he  lives  "there  is  a  company  with  four  branches  each 
managed  by  a  qualified  man;  there  are  thirteen  other 
chemists  with  two  qualified  men.  Common  sense  may  sug- 
gest to  your  readers  whether  the  public  are  protected  better 
by  company  or  individual  trading." 

Common  sense  certainly  suggests  to  us  that  in  each  of  the 
thirteen  chemists'  shnp3  the  public  is  assured  of  the  services 
of  a  qualified  principal,  aided  in  two  cases  by  qualified  assis- 
tants. In  the  company  branches  there  are  only  assistants 
Oar  correspondent  proceeds  to  discuss  the  cutting  question 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor's  clause  in  ignorance  of  the  hga' 
a«peits  of  the  matter,  and  concludes  with  this  piece  of 
advice  to  the  trade  :  — 

Chemists!  "  Set  your  house  in  order."  Do  not  employ  unquali- 
fied men  as  managers.  Do  not  place  your  cough-mixtures,  &c, 
containing  poisons  in  the  hands  of  small  shopkeepers  and  be  the 
means  of  such  people  breaking  the  law.  You  know  it,  too  ;  it  is 
not  done  ignorantly.    Yet  you  wish  to  stop  company-trading  for 


the  protection  of  the  public  when  no  necessity  arises  for  it — 
whether  a  big  company  or  a  one-man  company.  Therefore,  be 
consistent.    Such  conduct  is  contemptible  ! 

"What  is  Magnesia  ? 

Sie, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  state  my  view  of  what 
"  magnesia  "  is  ? 

If  customers  ask  for  fluid  magnesia  we  supply  them  with 
a  weak  solution  of  carbonate  of  magnesia,  which  is  what 
the  customer  wants.  We  are  equally  in  the  right,  I  think, 
Sir — morally,  if  not  legally — if  we  supply  what  is  wanted 
when  asked  for  magnesia,  for  in  my  experience  of  nearly 
half  a  century  I  have  always  known  people  to  ask  for 
calcined  magnesia  when  not  wanting  the  carbonate. 

Of  course  my  ideas  are  those  of  one  of  the  old  school,  and 
I  may  not  be  considered  up-to-date — frankly  I  must  confess 
that  I  am  not.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  understand  the 
wisdom  of  theoretical  unwanted  and  unbusinesslike 
standards  and  neo-scientific  notions,  which  may  lead  us  to  un- 
intentionally commit  a  technical  breach  of  the  law,  and  result 
for  us  in  a  visit  to  the  police-court  and  a  fine  by  a  Magis- 
trate, who  might  imagine  that  a  chemist  could  easily  make 
"  another  thousand  a  year "  by  substituting  one  sort  of 
magnesia  for  another.  Your  obedient  servant, 

London,  November  21.        An  Old  Fossil.  (179/58.) 

Sib, — I  am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  W.  R.  Cook  on  the 
above  subject.  The  law  may  require  respect  for  the 
Pharmacopoeia  as  our  authority  in  retailing  as  well  as  dis- 
pensing, but  I  fail  to  see  it  is  righteously  a  charge  of 
"defrauding  th9  public"  when  carbonate  is  supplied 
(especially  if  the  package  is  plainly  labelled  such),  for  it 
will  mean  that  if  convicted. 

Penny  packets  of  magnesia  (carb.)  are  packed  by  the 
gross,  and  I  want  to  know  what  liability  will  attach  to  the 
deterioration  of  the  calcined  when  similarly  packed  and 
retailed,  as  it  is  easily  affected  by  the  atmosphere.  Car- 
bonate is  a  pure  drug  quite  as  much  as  calcined.  What  are 
we  to  do  when  quinine  is  asked  for  1  To  be  logical,  the 
pure  alkaloid  must  be  supplied,  but  if  it  should  find  a  place 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  woe  betide  the  retailer  who  then  dared 
to  sell  the  sulphate.  We  are  often  asked  for  tincture  of 
bark — the  public  know  no  other  name.  We  supply  cinchona. 
Why  1  My  answer  is  "  custom,"  and,  moreover,  we  give 
compound  unless  specially  asked  for  simple.  But  a 
Pharmacopoeia  may  alter  all  that.  Now,  why  should 
custom  be  interfered  with  when  quality  is  above  suspicion  1 
It  has  satisfied  public  needs  for  generations,  and  has  given 
entire  satisfaction.  A.  S.  (22/11.) 


Legal  Queries. 


172/37.  Salol  — A  preparation  labelled  "  Paregoric  with- 
out Opium"  and  the  words  "  This  is  not  British  Pharma- 
copoeia "  would  not  relieve  a  seller  from  liability  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Such  a  preparation  is  not 
"  paregoric,"  and  it  is  necessary  to  verbally  inform  the 
customer  that  it  is  not  the  article  asked  for.  It  is  im- 
possible to  prepare  "  chlorodyne  "  without  schedule-poisons, 
and,  although  chlorodyne  is  not  a  British  Pharmacopoeia 
article,  the  sale  of  a  preparation  as  "  chlorodyne  "  which  is 
free  from  chloroform  and  opium  alkaloids  would  be  an 
infringement  of  the  Merchandise-marks  Act. 

173/3.  H.  M. — It  would  be  very  foolish  of  you  and  your 
prospective  partner  to  draw  up  a  deed  of  partnership  without 
the  advice  of  a  solicitor.  Any  respectable  solicitor  will  do 
the  woTk  for  you  for  about  a  guinea,  and  this  may  save  both 
of  you  hundreds  of  pounds  later  on.  You  should  consult 
one  solicitor,  and  your  prospective  partner  another.  No 
matter  how  friendly  the  two  of  you  may  be  now,  it  is  best  to 
treat  this  matter  in  a  severely  business  way. 

166/2.  A.  E.  B.—  We  should  think  that  any  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  would  remove  from  their  lists  of  licentiates  the  name 
of  a  dentist  who  took  service  with  an  advertising-concern. 
That  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  an  individual,  and  the 
General  Medical  Council  subsequently  removed  the  name  from 
che  dentists-register,  a  course  which  the  High  Court  upheld. 

174/73.  S.  P.  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  reprint  from  the 
Hospital  article  on  "  The  Adulteration  of  Drugs  "  which  in- 
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eludes  the  analyses  of  belladonna  plasters  made  by  Dr.  Paul, 
and  extracts  from  the  Canadian  Government  analyses  of 
belladonna  plasters  The  reprint  has  been  circulated  by 
Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson,  and  our  correspondent  asks  us  to 
give  our  opinion  upon  the  following  passage  in  the  article  : — 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  fixes  the  legal  standard  of  all  the 
drags  and  preparations  named  therein,  so  that  in  regard  to  such 
things  there  need  never  be  any  doubt  as  to  what  is  really  meant 
by  a  drug  being  of  the  "  nature,  quality,  and  substance  asked  for." 
It  must  conform  with  the  characteristics  given  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, or  it  must  be  wrong. 

Our  contemporary  is  entirely  misinformed.  The  British 
Pharmacopoeia  is  a  legal  standard  for  medicines  to  be  used 
in  dispensing  prescriptions,  but  its  adoption  as  a  standard 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  respect  to  drugs 
sold  by  retail  was  deliberately  rejected  by  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  We  have  repeatedly  during  the 
past  two  decades  emphasised  the  limitations  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  as  a  legal  standard,  but  Courts  of  Law  find 
the  book  a  convenient  standard,  and  it  has  been  definitely 
accepted  in  respect  to  several  preparations  mentioned 
therein.  We  believe  it  is  for  the  convenience  of  everybody 
concerned  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  accepted  as  a 
standard,  but  we  qualify  that  belief  by  saying  that  those  who 
sell  drags — that  is,  chemists  and  druggists — should  have  a 
voice  in  its  preparation. 

173/49.  Maltex. — If  you  have  not  copyrighted  the  design 
it  will  be  a  laborious  and  expensive  business  to  restrain  the 
individual  who  is  using  it  contrary  to  your  wish.  If  you 
have  identified  the  design  with  your  own  advertisements  and 
goods  you  may  be  able  to  restrain  the  unauthorised  user ; 
but  you  should  have  the  design  registered  without  delay. 

177/36  Conscience  asks  our  opinion  on  the  following  : — 
The  railway  company  delivered  him  three  casks  of  goods. 
The  driver,  having  come  without  agangtree,  asked  one  of  his 
warehouse-lads  to  lower  the  hoist,  and  before  one  of  the 
barrels  got  safely  to  the  floor  the  chain  belonging  to  his 
hoist  broke,  smashed  the  cask,  and  a  quantity  of  toe  contents 
escaped.  Is  he  or  the  company  liable  for  the  loss  sustained  1 
[  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  on  the  whole  the  railway 
company  would  be  liable.  It  is  a  case  of  negligence  and 
contributory  negligence,  and  the  rule  as  to  contributory 
negligence  is  that  if  the  effect  of  the  contributory  negligence 
could  have  been  avoided  by  reasonable  care  then  it  is  no 
defence.  If,  however,  the  company  are  willing  to  compro- 
mise the  matter  on  any  reasonable  terms  we  should  advise 
our  correspondent  to  accept  same.] 

168/64.  Virol — Preparations  of  the  poppy  are  in  the 
poisons  schedule,  but  poppy-heads  themselves  are  not ;  and 
the  inference  is  that  popp> -heads  are  not  a  legal  poison,  as 
opium  is  specifically  mentioned  in  the  same  line.  We 
presume  that  the  statement  attributed  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  counsel  in  the  Heckmondwike  case  is  incorrectly 
reported.  See  the  poison  schedule  in  The  Chemists'  and 
Dbtjq gists'  Diaey. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.    When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 


Notice  to 
Querist*. 


full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are 


161/6.  Smilax. — (1)  Triturations  are  implied  in  the 
homoeopathic  prescription.  (2)  Ellam's  duplicator  would 
suit  you  for  producing  small  quantities  of  notices.  See  the 
advt  in  the  C.  ,f  B.  Summer  Number. 

155/63.  J.  O. — Carboliaed  Vaseline. — You  should  follow 
the  official  instructions  for  making  this  (ung.  acid,  carbolic). 
If  the  acid  is  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  he  it  it  crystallises  on 
cooling. 


165/33  Phccnix.— The  rule  regarding  the  Minor  has  been 
recast  since  you  passed. 

171/70  Dyer—  Messr3.  Williams  Brothers  &  Co., 
Hounslow,  supply  all  kinds  of  aniline  colours. 

171/72.  Ford.— Camphor  is  an  antiseptic,  rot  a  disin- 
fectant. 

172/35.  Capilla.— (1)  A  stimulating  Hair-wash  is  what 
is  wanted  to  prevent  the  hair  falling  out  in  the  case  of 
people  past  middle  life.  A  suitable  formula  was  given  in 
the  C.  $  B.,  June  17,  1899,  page  975  ;  Squire' a  lotio  cririaHs 
and  linimentum  crinale  are  also  both  good.  (2)  Thirty  years 
ago,  when  we  analysed  Mrs.  Allen's  hair-restorer,  we  found 
it  consisted  of  sulphur  75  6  gr.,  lead  acetate  87  gr.,  glycerin 
and  water  85  cz.,  perfumed. 

172/13.  Trade. — Worm-powder3  are  not  suitable  for 
children  of  less  than  nine  months  old.  A  salt  injection 
should  be  administered  and  lime-water  given  continuously 
with  the  child's  milk.  You  will  find  other  courses  of  treat- 
ment outlined  in  "  Diseases  and  Kemedies." 

120/31.  P.  L. — There  is  no  book  published  which  gives 
as  much  information  on  dispensing  homoeopathic  and  foreign 
prescriptions  as  the  "Art  of  Dispensing." 

168/44.  J.  B.  P — The  composition  of  pistota  gont- 
powder  is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  and  in  the 
C.  $  B.,  May  22,  1897,  page  833. 

172/10  Nursery.— Nit-ointment,  containing  veratrine. — 
See  C  4-  B.,  April  1,  1899,  page  547.  or  "  Pnarmaceutisal 
Formulas,"  page  67. 

170/68  If  Erythrol  ssnds  us  his  name  and  address  we 
shall  be  glad  to  reply  to  his  inquiry. 

144/41.  J  B  —Your  question  as  to  trade-profits  is  not  one 
that  can  be  answered  accurately  from  the  data  you  give  us. 

145/16.  J.  W.— AnDatto  would  be  suitable  for  colouring 
carbolic  oil  for  use  as  a  veterinary  wound-lotion. 

165/3.  J.  B. — It  is  unusual  to  give  a  tincture  of  areca- 
nut  for  worms  in  dogs,  as  powdered  areca-nut  acts 
perfectly.  There  is,  however,  no  objection  to  a  liquid 
preparation  which  can  be  made  by  macerating  the  powdered 
substance  in  proof-  3pirit. 

154/11.  G.  B. — Paper-size  is  prepared  from  parchment, 
according  to  Spon's  Encyclopaedia,  by  boiling  10  parts  of 
cut-up  parchment  in  123  parts  of  water  until  reduced  to  80 
parts.  The  decoction  is  filtered  through  linen  and 
evaporated  or  diluted  according  to  the  use  which  is  going 
to  be  made  of  it. 

145/6.    A.  T.  B.— One  solution  Hair-dye:— 

Pyrogallol    h  oz. 

Rectified  spirit        ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Water  3  oz 

Dissolve. 

This  strength  gives  a  brown  dye  ;  by  increasing  the  pyrogallol 
to  1  oz.  or  1J  oz.  a  black  dye  results. 

159/1.  C.  C.  H.  C—  The  first  formula  for  Jockey  Club  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas "  gives  a  product  which  re- 
sembles your  sample  of  perfume. 

Considerations  of  space  compel  us  to  hold  over  other  letters 
and  a  large  number  of  answers  to  correspondents. 

Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  repliesto  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information, 

158/52.  "  Ne  Plus  Ultra"  ca :het- machines :  addresa  of 
maker  wanted. 

179/50.  Where  can  Parker  Pray's  ongaline,  nail-powder, 
and  paste  be  obtained? 

23/11.    Present  address  of  makers  of  salvine. 
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ftrafce  IReport. 


The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  November  23. 

THE  tendency  of  values  generally  is  still  upwards,  as  th 
undermentioned  table  shows.  Business,  however,  is 
quiet  in  most  articles.  Menthol  is  the  feature  this  week, 
quotations  having  advanced  quite  6d.  to  9d  per  lb.,  although 
dealers  as  a  rule  are  holding  off  the  market.  Quicksilver 
has  also  been  advanced  since  our  last,  but  as  jet  no  change 
has  occurred  in  mercurials.  Quotations  for  carbolic  acid 
have  in  most  instances  been  withdrawn,  and  two  cr  more 
of  the  principal  makers  have  sold  their  output  up  to  June, 
1900.  The  market  is  almost  bare  of  cannabis  indica,  a  large 
business  having  recently  been  done  at  low  prices,  since 
which  values  have  risen  quite  100  per  cent.  Other  charjges 
are  as  follows  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  carbolic 

Barium 

Colocynth 

Asafetida 

Ammonia 

products 

Oil,  linseed 
Oil,  turpentine 

Cardamoms 

sulphate 

Cumin- seed 

Dragon's-blood 

Benzoin 

Guaiaeum 

Quinine 

(fine) 

(Palembang) 

Lead-salts 

Gum  kino 

Buchu 

Petroleum 

Ipecacuanha 

Calumba 

Wax,  Japanese 

Rhubarb 

Cannabis  indica 

Sarsaparilla 

Galls  (Jap.) 

(Lima) 

Mandrake-root 

Menthol 

Pimento 

Quicksilver 

The  following  drugs  have  arrived  at  the  ports  of  London, 
Liverpool,  Southampton,  and  Hull  from  November  16  to  22,  both 
inclusive  :— Aloes  (Cape),  15  ;  aniseed,  50  ;  asafetida,  25  ;  balsams 
(unenum  ),  15;  buchu,  13;  calumba,  42;  camphor,  207;  carda- 
moms, 22;  castor  oil  (Belg ),  125;  castorum,  6;  chamomile- 
flowers,  76;  chillies,  319  ;  cinchona  14,  (Ceylon)  38  ;  cocoa-butter, 
92  ;  cod-liver  oil,  6 ;  colocynth,  3 ;  croton-seed,  29 ;  eucalyptus 
oil,  42  ;  galls,  10  ;  gentian,  24  ;  gum  (unenumerated,  from  Persia), 
1,090  ;  gum  arabic  (Aden),  22  ;  honey  (Jam.).  14;  ipecacuanha,  72  ; 
juniper-berries,  50  ;  lemongrass  oil,  300  ;  liquorice  (Prsn.)  1,090, 
(Fr.)  19;  menthol,  33;  opium,  127;  peppermint  oil  (Jap.),  20; 
saffron,  3;  senna  (Alex.)  50,  (Tiny.)  126;  turmeric,  64  ;  wax, 
bees',  296. 


v"  Cinchona=auctions  for  1900. 

The  dates  of  the  ten  auctions  tn  be  held  in  Amsterdam 
next  year  areas  follow: — January  11.  February  15.  March  22, 
May  3,  June  7,  July  12,  August  23,  September  27,  November  1, 
and  December  6.  In  London  the  twelve  auctions  have  been 
fixed  as  follows: — January  16.  February  20,  March  J3, 
April  10,  May  15,  June  19,  July  17,  August  14,  September  11. 
October  9,  November  13,  and  December  18. 

The  Boom  in  Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  propos  of  the  prefect  good  demand  for  caustic  soda  a 
correspondent  of  the  Manchester  Courier  points  out  that  it  is 
caused  by  the  requirements  on  account  of  the  new  process  of 
"  mercerising  "  cotton  yarns.  It  is  a'leged  that  this  process 
produces  the  appearance  of  silk,  insDmuch  as  to  deceive  the 
Customs  officers,  and  to  make  them  very  j  ehictant  to  pass  the 
goods  as  cotton.  He  also  states  that  the  bleaching  and 
general  trade  of  the  country  is  so  good  that  the  demand  for 
heavy  chemicals  is  greater  than  the  United  Alkali  Company 
ever  knew  before,  and  they  are  straining  every  point  to 
meet  it,  and  they  are  equally  as  bu3y  at  their  new  works  in 
America. 


Amsterdam  Drug=trade. 

The  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  just  issued 
their  annual  report  on  the  state  of  trade,  shipping,  and 
industry  of  Amsterdam  in  1898,  but  as  we  are  now  nfar  the 
close  of  another  year  the  report  as  a  whole  is  somewhat 
stale.  We  however,  give  an  abstract  of  some  of  the  articles 
reviewed : — 

.  Cananga  Oil. — The  imports  consisted  of  783  bottles  only, 
against  449  bottles  in  1897,  and  2,240  in  1896.  Good  quality  sold 
at  the  rate  of  from  ?£fl;  to  Shft.  per  bottle  of  065  litre.  On 
December  31  all  was  sold. 

Cajuput  Oil. — The  imports  amounted  to: — 

1898  1897  1896  1895  1894 

Botts                             4,(100  3,500  —  13,000  10,700 

Lowest  price  was      ...       140  170  115  110  110 

Highest                            200  270  140  115  115 

The  stock  consisted  of  660  bottles  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Cubebs. — The  transactions  were  insignificant.  The  arrivals 
amounted  to  only  330  bags  of  50  kilos.,  against  549  in  1897,  and 
1,587  in  1896,  and  the  stock — which  on  January  1, 1898,  consisted 
of  1,190  bags— remained  at  1,250  bags  on  December  31.  The 
exports  from  Java  amounted  to  3,069  piculs  in  1898,  and  7,254  in 
1897;  of  the  3,069  piculs,  415  went  to  the  Netherlands  and  2,654 
to  Singapore. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Owing  to  small  arrivals  the  price  of  good 
quills  rose  from  4fl.  and  5fl.  to  about  8fl.  per  50  kilos. 

Gum  Benzoin. — For  fine  quality  100c.  to  110c.  per  J-kilo.  was 
paid  ;  most  of  the  arrivals  consisted  of  good  quality,  and  brought 
from  50c.  to  70c.  The  imports  were  526  cases,  equivalent  to 
370  piculs  ;  and  on  December  31  there  remained  a  first-hand 
stock  of  630  piculs. 

Other  products  dealt  with  in  the  report  are  indigo,  pepper, 
cloves,  nutmegs,  mace,  varnish-gums,  cinchona,  &c. 

Seychelles  Vanilla. 

The  export  of  vanilla,  from  Seychelles  during  October 
was  very  heavy — viz  ,  124  cases,  weighing  10  380  kilos  ,  all 
of  which  was  shipped  to  London.  It  is  understood  how- 
ever, that  about  2,000  kilos,  of  this  will  be  immediately 
reshipped  to  Paris.  The  prospects  for  next  year's  crop 
cannot  be  worse  than  they  are  now  (writes  our  Seychelles 
correspondent),  and  although  we  are  almost  in  the  middle 
of  October,  there  is  so  far  hardly  a  flower  to  be  seen.  This 
is  due  to  excessive  rainfall.  Even  if  the  weather  improves 
our  1900  crop  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a  wretched  one. 
Prices  for  what  remains  of  this  year's  crop  keep  very  high, 
16  75r.  to  17r.  per  half-kilo,  being  freely  offered  for  whole 
crops,  pickings,  shorts,  splits,  &c.,  included. 

The  Position  of  Orris=root. 

We  still  continue  to  receive  reports  regarding  the  position  of 
orris-root.  The  latest  is  dated  November  16,  and  is  from  a 
leading  firm  in  Leghorn,  who  take  an  optimistic  view  of  the 
situation.  They  say  that  the  position  of  both  Florentine  and 
Verona  root  is  becoming  stronger  every  day,  and  that  it  is  now 
clear  that  speculators  have  secured  fully  nine-tenths  of  the 
Florentine  crop,  while  the  Verona  syndicate  has  secured  the  whole 
production  of  that  district.  They  also  have  the  assurance  that 
parties  operating  have  an  arrangement  with  the  bank  which  is 
financing  the  operation  by  which  the'y  will  be  allowed  till  1901  to 
complete  the  speculation,  so  that  no  retrograde  movement  in 
prices  is  expected  for  the  next  three  years.  The  firm  in  question 
also  think  that,  had  prices  remained  at  the  level  of  last  year, 
many  large  growers  of  orris-root  would  have  given  up  planting, 
and  in  1902  a  shortage  might  have  had  to  be  faced,  as  was  the 
case  in  1891. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

{These  prices  are  for  other  mar  Iie1 -centres  than  Lcndon,"] 

A  good  general  business  continues  to  be  transacted  in  the 
heavy-chemical  market  at  all  the  main  centres,  and  the  late  ad- 
vances in  prices  are  fully  maintained.  Stocks  for  the  most  part 
are  only  small,  and  early  delivery  is  almost  unobtainable. 

Alkali- produce. — There  is  little  new  to  report  regarding  pro- 
ducts under  this  heading.  They  are  mostly  in  brisk  request  and 
very  firm,  but  bleaching-powder,  caustic  soda,  alkali,  and  soda 
crystals  are  particularly  so.  Chlorates  keep  unchanged,  and  are 
quiet.  Chlorate  of  potash,  7>hl.  to  3f  tf.  per  lb. ;  and  chlorate  of 
soda  Z^d.  per  lb.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  is  a  shade  higher,  ^-cwt. 
casks,  6Z.  £.s. ;  and  1-cwt.  kegs,  61.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o  b.  Yellow 
prussiate  of  potash  is  dull,  and  stands  a  trifle  lower  at  about  l^d. 
per  lb.  for  best  Lancashire  makes. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  has  advanced  strongly,  and  is  very  firm 
again.     Present  figures  are  : — Beckton,  11/.  ;  January-March, 
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111.  7s.  6d;  Beckton  terms,  11Z.  Hul  London,  and  Leith  are  all 
about  111.  5s.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to 
615  tons. 

Lead-salts  are  higher  and  in  good  all-round  inquiry  with  firm 
tone.  Sugar  of  lead,  white,  24Z.  per  ton,  less  2\  per  cent.  Glasgow; 
and  brown  sugar  of  lead,  191.  15s.  per  ton,  less  2^  per  cent. 
Glasgow.    Nitrate  of  lead,  23Z.  per  ton,  less  2>2  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Babium-pboducts  are  in  brisk  request  at  higher  rates,  and 
further  advances  seem  quite  probable.  Chloride  of  barium,  best 
refined  crystals,  7?.  per  ton  in  bags,  f.o.b. ;  or  61.  17s.  6d.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails.  Blanc  fixe,  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium,  in 
paste,  11.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  usual  casks.  Sulphide  of 
barium,  5?.  15s.  to  61.  per  ton  in  casks.  Hydrate  of  barium, 
purest  crystals,  121.  to  13Z.  10s.  per  ton  in  6-7-cwt.  casks,  accord- 
ing to  quantity. 

Colours  are  in  very  fair  request  at  steady  values.  Yellows, 
9s.  to  16s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  Pulp  yellows,  30s.  to 
40s.  per  cwt.  Pure  chrome,  50s.  per  cwt.  Lamp-black,  5s.  to 
7s.  6d.,  according  to  quality ;  pure  ivory  black,  14s.  to  14s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  Mineral  black,  best  qualities,  4s.  to  4s.  6d.  ;  and  ordi- 
nary, 3s.  to  3s.  ~&d.  Oxide  of  iron— finest,  201. ;  medium,  lOi.  to 
10Z.  5s. ;  and  common,  11.  Ochres— French  J.  P.,  91.  5s.  to 
61.  10s. ;  French  J.  C,  62s.  6d.  to  65s.  per  ton.  English  ochres, 
from  57s.  6d.  per  ton,  in  accordance  with  strength  and  shade. 
Umber— Devonshire,  42s.  6d.  to  60s.;  Turkish  raw,  11.  10s. 
per  ton. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  November  28 

Guinba-gbains  are  held  for  95s.  per  cwt.,  and  only  a  few  bags 
available  at  the  price. 

Honey. — A  parcel  of  35  cases  Australian  has  arrived,  and  will 
be  offered  next  week  at  auction.  Californian  unchanged.  Chilian 
sold  more  freely  at  29s.  to  30s.  for  Pile  X. 

Turmeric — There  are  inquiries  for  Madras,  but  none  offers. 

Turpentine. — Rather  dearer  and  quoted  at  38s.  Zd. 

Kola-nuts. — Recent  business  includes  60  bags  African  at  from 
l^d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  in  store,  according  to  quality. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — An  arrival  of  6  barrels  cloudy  Maranheim 
has  sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Jaborandi. — An  arrival  of  30  bales  has  taken  place,  and  some 
interest  is  being  shown  in  them. 

Spermaceti. — Refined  Chilian  is  in  good  inquiry,  but  no  busi- 
ness has  been  done  in  the  absence  of  supplies. 

Quillaia. — In  more  inquiry,  over  160  tons  having  changed 
hands  at  121.  15s.  to  13Z.  per  ton,  and  higher  prices  now  asked. 

Wax  (Cabnauba)  —Prices  are  moving  steadily  upwards,  sales 
including  73  bags,  fair  to  good  yellow,  at  67s.  6d.  to  72s.  6d., 
10  bags  irregular  quality  at  62s.  6d.,  and  180  bags  grey  Pernam- 
buco  at  42s.  to  43s.  per  cwt.,  holders  being  very  firm, 

American  Market. 

New  York,  November  14. 

Trading  continues  of  average  volume  and,  in  general,  of  a 
routine  character.  The  tone  of  the  market  is  firm  and  favourable 
to  sellers. 

Balsams. — Copaiba  is  in  good  demand  at  the  recent  advance. 
Central  American  is  selling  at  40c,  and  Para  at  45c.  Peru  has 
further  declined  to  $1.65.  Tolu  is  in  steady  demand,  and  values 
are  higher  at  30c.  to  32c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  continues  firm,  and  is  selling  freely  at  5c. 
to  6hc,  according  to  age.  Values  are  firmer  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  new  bark  is  quoted  at  5c. 

Camphor  continues  to  harden,  and  quotations  have  advanced 
to  51c.  in  barrels,  51£c.  in  cases,  and  53c.  for  cakes. 

Citric  Acid  is  in  limited  demand,  and  values  have  reacted  to 
35c.  in  quantity. 

Buchu-leaves. — Short  leaves  are  out  of  the  market,  and  long 
in  good  demand  at  22c.  to  24c. 

Coca-leaves. — Truxillo  are  scarce,  and  no  supplies  are  arriving. 
Quotations  are  strong  at  28c.  to  30c. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  irregular,  but  firm.  Leading  brands  are 
quoted  $26  to  $27,  and  small  amounts  are  obtainable  at  $25  from 
outside  holders. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis)  is  selling  in  small  packages  at  60c, 
with  only  small  quantities  available  for  purchase. 

Oil,  Peppermint,  is  decidedly  firmer,  and  quotations  for 
Western  have  advanced  to  90c.  and  upwards,  according  to  quality. 
Wayne  County  is  strong  at  95c.  to  $1.05  and  HGH  at  $1.15. 

Quinine  is  strong  pending  the  forthcoming  bark-sales. 
Domestic  manufacturers  quote  29c.  to  30c.  "  without  offer,"  and 
German  is  obtainable  at  27c.  Second  hands  offer  indifferently 
at  28c. 

Opium  is  woik;  $3.7£  will  buy. 

Senna-leaves. — Tinnevelly  are  in  good  demand,  but  supplies 
are  scarce,  and  values  are  strong  at  12c.  to  20c. 

Sebpentaeia  is  offering  sparingly  from  primary  markets,  and 
spot  quotations  have  advanced  to  35c. 

Senega. — Western  is  firm  at  50c,  and  Southern  at  44c( 


German  Market. 

Hamburg,  November  21. 

Our  drug-market  does  not  show  very  much  business  this  week 
although  several  articles  have  advanced  since  last  Tuesday. 

Agab-agab  is  dearer,  and  to-day  385m  to  387^.  per  100  kilos, 
is  asked. 

Aloes  (Cape)  show  a  considerable  advance ;  the  stocks  here 
are  very  small,  and  65m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked  to-day. 

Balsam  Peru  is  a  little  easier,  at  14fm.  per  kilo. 

Camphor,  Refined,  is  not  quite  so  firm,  and  shows  less 
business ;  second-hand  is  selling  at  415m.  and  410m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Cabaw ay-seed  is  very  firm,  and  likely  to  advance  further ;  1899 
Dutch  seed  is  quoted  to-day  at  53m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condueango-bark  is  tending  upwards  again,  owing  to  an  im- 
proving demand  and  limited  arrivals.  To-day's  quotation  is  again 
160m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coca-leaves  remain  very  firm,  at  375m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ebgot  of  Rye  is  unchanged,  but  firm ;  very  little  is  to  be 
had.    Prices  are  nominally  375m.  and  400m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  remains  very  firm,  at  380m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  considerably  dearer,  at  lSim.  per  kilo. 

Kola-nuts. — Steady,  at  40m.  per  1C0  kilos. 

Quillaia-bark  is  dearer,  at  30m.  and  31m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine. — Quiet  and  unchanged. 

Wax  (Japanese)  is  firm  and  dearer,  owing  to  higher  prices 
from  Japan  ;  spot,  63m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Cod-liver  oil  shows  a  firm  market,  at  67m.  per  barrel  for 
non-congealing.  Peppermint  oil  is  firm  :  HGH,  at  Em.  and  10m. 
per  lb. ;  Japanese,  8^m.  per  kilo. ;  Russian  anise,  14jm.  per  kilo. ; 
star-anise,  14Jm.  per  kilo. ;  carvol  oil  is  dearer,  ;at  lS^m.j  and 
16im.  per  kilo.  j_  W'!'  W!" 
  Cablegrams. 

SJORNA,  November  23,  11 10  a.m.  :— Bujing  on  the  pait 
of  American  agents  is  still  going  on,  and  the  market  has 
assumed  a  firmer  tendency  in  consequence. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  November  23,  3.23  p.m.: — A  quiet  market. 
Condurango-bark  has  advanced  to  175m.  per  100  kilos.,  and 
is  a  scarce  article.  Agar- agar  and  Cape  aloes  are  also 
advancing. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  November  23,  2  45  p.m.: — Business  here  is 
active.  Aloin  has  been  advanced  to  45c.  per  lb.  Mexican 
faisaparilla  is  now  quoted  at  8|c.  ;  Spanish  erg<H  of  rye, 
75c;  sassafras-bark,  9c. ;  short  buchu-leaves,  at  30c;  long 
ditto,  26 j.  per  lb.  ;  Balsam  Tolu,  31c  All  the  foregoing 
articles  show  a  rising  market.  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  a 
scarce  article  here,  and  has  advanced  26c 

London  Markets. 

Acbtanilid. — The  market  continues  dull  and  weak,  at 
from  9d.  to  9%d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Acid,  Cabbolic. — At  the  close  of  last  week  several 
makers  withdrew  their  quotations,  and  are  reported  sold 
out.  On  the  spot,  ice  crystals  are  quoted  at  9d.  per  lb., 
nominally,  for  39°  to  40°  C,  and  8%d.  for  34°  to  35°  C. 
Sixty- per-cect.  crude  is  quoted  2s  6d  to  2s.  9d.  per  gal., 
and  75  per- cent  for  December  delivery  3s.  to  3s.  3d.  per  gal. 
Two  makers  at  least  have  sold  their  output  up  to  June, 
1900. 

Aoid,  Oitbic. — Dull  of  sale,  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  English 
crystals. 

Abboweoot. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  good  St.  Vincents 
sold  at  4§d.  to  4f <f.  per  lb.,  and  at  b\d.  in  boxes,  ordinary  to 
fair  at  4rf.  to  4£a!.  per  lb.  being  steady  prices.  Good  Natal 
bought  in  at  6±d.  per  lb.    Bermuda  also  was  bought  id. 

Belladonna- boot. —Firmly  held,  at  38s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 
for  good. 

Oamphob.— English  refined  is  fiim,  but  unchanged,  so  far, 
with  the  likelihood  of  a  further  advance.  German  is  also 
unchanged,  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  for  immediate  delivery  in 
ton-lots,  and  Is.  Hid.  for  forward  delivery  in  ton  lots 
"without  engagement."  The  crude  remains  firm,  but 
quiet,  with  sales  of  200  piculs  Japanese  at  170s.  per  cwt.  and 
sellers  of  Chinese  at  160s.  For  arrival  there  are  sellers  a'. 
165s.  for  Japanese  and  160s.  for  Chinese,  c.i.f.  No  business 
was  effected  in  auction,  Is.  lid.  being  the  limit  for  Japanese 
refined  in  ^-oz.  tablets,  and  2s.  in  J-oz.  tablets.  Chinese 
crude  camphor  was  bought  in  at  170s.  per  cwt. 
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Cinchona.  —  The  bark-auctions  to  b3  held  at  Am>t3  dam 
on  Decembsr  7  will  consist  of  7,127  packages,  weighing 
603,704  kilos,  divided  a*  follows :— Lelgeriaia,  451907 
kilos.;  succirubra,  86.671  kilo3. ;  hybrid,  67,728  kilos.; 
and  Oalisaya,  495  kilos.  Toe  stock  ia  ficso-han  Is  at 
Amsterdam  on  November  14  consisted  of  2  429  paikages 
Government  bark,  and  9,059  pa^kagas  private  bark,  in- 
cluding the  quantity  to  be  offered  a1,  auction  : — 

The  shipments  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  October  31 
were  17,949  lbs. ;  and  from  January  1  to  October  31  they  were  : — 
1899  1898         1897  1896 

Lbs.    ...       552,589       764,408       611,926  1,231,359 

Cocaine. — Very  firmly  held  at  unchanged  prices  from 
makers  and  second-hand  holders.  There  is  still  talk  that 
an  advance  at  any  moment  may  take  place  in  makers' 
quotations. 

Cocoa-butteb  — The  cocoa-butter  auctions  to  be  held  at 
Amsteroam  on  December  5  next  will  consist  of  70  tons  Van 
Houten's  and  10  tons  "Helm"  brand;  while  on  the  same 
date  in  London  60  tons  Cadbury's  brand  will  be  offered. 

Galls. — Persian  are  unchanged,  with  sales  of  blue  and 
green  at  full  prices.  Chinese  are  firm  at  61s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.  for  ordinary,  and  63s  for  plum-shaped.  On  the  spot 
business  includes  100  cases  Chinese  at  62s.  Qd.  spit;  Japanese 
dearer,  at  57s.  Qd.  to  59s.  c.i.f. 

Gum  TBAGAOiNTH.— M  >derate  sales  of  Persian  kinds 
continue  to  be  made  at  full  prices,  bub  stock  of  Bagdad 
remains  unimportant  Of  Bussora  hog-gum  small  sales  of 
fine  have  been  made  at  75s.,  and  Syrian  ditto,  at  31s.  to  39s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Junipeb  Berbies. — Steady,  at  8s.  Qd.  to  9s.  per  cwt. 
spot  for  sifted,  according  to  quantity. 

Oil,  Anise,  3tab  There  are  a  few  inquiries  about,  and 

a  few  small  spot  sales  are  reported  at  6s.  2d  per  lb. 

Oil,  Citbonella. — A  firmer  market  is  reported  privately, 
business  having  been  doae  at  10g(2.  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.,  in  drums; 
Is.  is  now  asked  for  both  drums  and  tins  for  arrival. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  dementholised  is  in  fair 
inquiry,  with  sales  at  3s  9d.  per  lb.  spot,  and  in  some 
instances  3s.  10^d.  is  asked ;  40  per-cent.  oil  is  5s  $\d.  to 
5s  Qd.,  spot.  American  HGH  is  dull  of  sale  privately  at 
5s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot,  in  quantity. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  fluctuates  almost  daily,  the  market  at 
the  close  on  Thursday  being  easier  at  36s.  9d.  per  cwt,  for 
American  on  the  spot. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  easier  at  22s.  per  cwc.  in  pipes, 
spot;  landed,  22s.  l^d;  barrels,  22s  3d.  Rape  firoo — 
22s  Qd,  spot;  refined,  24s  ;  Ravison,  20s  per  cwt.  Fine 
Lagos  palm,  28s  Oocoanut,  Ceylon  pipe?,  25s  Qd.  Cochin, 
29s.  Qd.  to  30s  per  cwt.,  spot  Petroleum  firmer — American 
spot,  Id  to7|<2.  per  gal.;  water- white,  8|d  to  Q%d.  ;  Russian, 
&$d.  to  Qd. 

Opium  — In  slow  demand  at  unchanged  rates.  Persian  is 
quoted  12s.  to  12s.  6^.  for  fine  ;  "  druggists',"  8s.  Qd.  to 
9s  Qd. ;  and  good  to  fine  soft-shippiog,  10s  6^.  to  lis  6^. 
per  lb. 

Smyrna,  November  10. — A  good  business  has  been  done  here  in 
new  manufacturing  descriptions,  American  buyers  alone  pur- 
chasing 125  cases,  and  England  and  the  Continent  about  15  cases, 
at  the  following  quotations: — Six  cases  Yerli  at  the  equivalent  of 
8.s.  lOfZ.  to  8s.  lid. ;  113  new  Karahissar  at  8s.  5d. ;  and  32  new 
current  Talequale  at  8s.  3d.  In  spite  of  these  large  transactions 
the  market  continues  easy,  but  no  further  decline  is  expected.  In 
Salonica  over  1,400  cases  have  been  exported  this  season,  and  the 
stock  still  remaining  there  is  about  200 ;  prices  keep  firm  at 
9e.  Wd.  to  10s.  per  lb.  for  rich  manufacturing  grades.  In  Con- 
stantinople the  arrivals  are  1,440  cases,  against  1,004  at  the  same 
time  last  year,  with  a  present  stock  of  641  cases  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  2,099  cases,  against  1,075  cases,  with  a 
stock  of  2,137  cases. ' 

Quicksilver. — Dearer.  On  Monday  the  importer  advanced 
his  quotation  to  91.  10s.  per  bottls,  at  waich  figure  a  con- 
siderable business  has  been  done. 

Quinine.  —  His  been  in  little  inquiry,  and  second-hand 
prices  in  consequence  have  receded  quite  \d.  to  %d.  for 
Decemhur  delivery  since  last  week.  On  Wednesday  there 
were  sellers  at  Is.  l^d.  for  December  delivery,  and  March  at 
Is  2.U. 


Seeds. — Anise  firm,  but  Hcle  doiag.  Carawiys  are  iioj 
freely  offered,  aid  bminess  is  cheok-sd  by  thj  hig^  prices 
asked;  23s.  pjr  cwt.  is  the  present  qu)tatioa.  Canary  — 
more  business  doing  at  35s  Qd.  to  38s  oer  qr.  for  Turkish, 
aid  Spanish  at  43s.  to  Sis.  Coriander  steady  at  lis  to 
lis.  Qd  per  cwt.  for  good  Mirooco  Cumin  is  dear  with 
business  in  Morocco  seed  at  28s.  p3r  cwt.  Fenugr.ielt  firm  at 
7s.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — Zanzibar  cloves  have  recovered  last  week's  fall  in 
price,  and  Pimeato  is  dearer,  otherwise  there  is  no  change  of 
importance  to  note.  At  auctioa  on  W-tdoeidiy  Cochin 
Ginger  sold  at  steady  rates :  bold  cut  at.  82s. ;  medium  and 
small  at  50s.  to  50s.  Qd.  per  cwt.;  cuttings  at  19s.;  good 
washed  rough  at  27s.,  and  dull  brown  rough  at  22s.  par  cwt. 
Calicut  rough  was  bought  in  at  33s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar 
Cloves  are  dearer,  October-December  delivery  at  3^d.,  and 
March-May  at  3%d  per  lb.  Common  dark  Penaog  sold  at 
4|<Z.  to  4|ri,  and  fair  red  at  b\d.  per  lb  ,  good  picked  being 
bought  in  at  1\d.  per  lb.  Natal  Capsicums  sold  at  98s.  per 
cwt.  Good  red  Japan  Chillies  were  withlrawn  at  44s  per 
c  wt.  Pimento  rather  dearer ;  common  sol "I  at  3^d.  fair  at 
3fr2.,  and  good  clean  at  3\d.  pjr  lo.  Nutmegs  easy,  and 
Mace  quiet.  Pepper  is  steady  a-,  last  week's  quotations;  the 
parcels  offered  at  sale  were  bought  in,  being  hald  for  full 
prices. 

Thymol. — Sales  in  second-hand  were  made  early  in  the 
week  at  9s.  3d  per  lb.  spot,  but  since  then  9s  Qd.  has  been 
paid,  and  10s.  is  now  a  general  quotation.  Cne  gradually 
expending  use  of  thymol  as  a  disinfeotant  in  India  and  China 
is  partly  responsible  for  the  advance. 


London  Drug- auctions. 

Sales  were  resumed  to-dav  after  a  mo  ith's  interval,  an!  as 
usual  there  was  an  accumulation  of  goods.  Several  of  the 
catalogues  were  very  lengthy,  and  a  noticeable  feature  of 
the  auctions  was  the  large  proportion  of  goods  in  second- 
hands  offered  in  small  lots  A  moderate  quantity  of  newly - 
imported  asafetida  was  brought  forward,  and  mostly  bought 
in.  Other  goods  well  represented  were  Curacao  aloes  in 
gourds,  benzoin,  calumba,  cardamoms,  rhubarb,  senna  and 
wax.    The  tone  was  good  generally. 

Offered  Sold  Offered  Sold 


Aconite-root  (Jap.)     15  ...  0 

Almonds                   13  ...  0 

Aloes,  Cape               15  ...  15 

Curacao  (gourds)l,149  ...  0 

(boxes)    122  ...  22 

E.I                        6  ...  6 

Socotrine                 90  ...  12 

Ambergris                  3  ...  0 

Anise,  star                   2  ...  0 

Aniseed,  Russian...    17  ...  17 

Spanish                   70  ...  0 

Annatto  paste            22  ...  0 

seed                       53  ...  0 

Areca  nuts                 10  ...  0 

Asafetida                 406  ...  90 

Balsam,  Copaiba  ...    22  ...  0 

Peru                      14  ...  0 

Tolu                       3  ...  3 

Benzoin — 

Palembang              93  ...  62 

Siam                      50  ...  23 

Sumatra                145  ...  62 

Buchu                      30  ...  14 

Calabar  beans            10  ...  10 

Calumba                  345  ...  141 

Camphor  (Jap.  ref.)    28  ...  0 

(crude)...  115  ...  0 

Canella  alba                8  ...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...    17  ...  0 

Cardamoms             288  ...  103 

Cascara  sagrada  ...    40  ...  0 

Cascarilla                 53  ...  23 

Castorum                     4  ...  0 

Chillies                     61  ...  0 

Cinchona                 223  ...  97 

Civet                        7  ...  1 

Coca-leaves                 13  ...  10 

Cocculus  indicus  ...    40  ...  0 

Colocynth                  12  ...  6 

Croton-se,ed              47  ...  0 


Cubebs    84 

Cumin-seed    20 

Cuscus    129 

Cuttlefish-bone  ...  27 

Dill-seed    47 

Dragon's-blood    ...  92 

Elaterium   3 

Ergot  of  rye   29 

Ginger    3 

Guinea  grains 


Gum  ammoniacum  13 

arabic   38 

gamboge    19 

guaiacum    17  . 

mastich   2 

myrrh   63 

tragacanth    16 

Honey,  Australian  24 

Italian    14 

Jamaica   54 

Ipecacuanha — 

(Cartagena)    44 

(Eio)    45 

Jaborandi   6 

Jalap   24 

Kainala   26 

Kino    13 

Kola-nuts   196 

Liquorice-powder...  10 

„        root   1 

Mandrake-root   19 

Manna    8 

Matico    10 

Menthol   12 

Musk   3 

Oil,  eajuput    69 

castor  (E.I.)   106 

„      (Ital.)   60 

cedarwood   2 

cinnamon   8 


0 
0 
0 
22 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
10 
11 
17 
0 
5 
8 
0 
0 
47 

10 

21 
0 
0 
0 
0 

17 
0 
0 

19 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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Offered 

Oil,  citronella    30  ... 

cod-liver   107  ... 

eucalyptus   73  ... 

lemongrass    48  ... 

limes    19  ... 

peppermint    33  ... 

rose    7  ... 

sandalwood    1  ... 

.    wood    5  ... 

ylang-ylang    1  ... 

Opium    6  ... 

Orange-blossoms...  13  ... 

Orange-peel   48  ... 

Orris-root   53  ... 

Otto  rose    17  ... 

Ox  tongues  (doz.)...  60  ... 

Patchouli-leaves  ...  6  ... 

Quassia  logs   55  ... 

Quince-seed   1  ... 


Sold                           Offered  Sold 

0  I  Ehatany                    30  ...  0 

0  !  Rhubarb                  235  ...  32 

0  !  Sarsaparilla              98  ...  78 

0  Scammonium               2  ...  0 

1  "Seeds"                    20  ...  0 

1     Senna,  Alexandrian    14  ...  0 

1       Tinnevelly            354  ...  344 

0     Sesame                       6  ...  0 

0     Soy,  China   ...    20  ...  0 

0     Squills                     30  ...  8 

0     Strophantus              14  ...  0 

0     Tamarinds                82  ...  22 

0     Tartaric  acid                3  ...  3 

10     Tonka-beans              10  ...  1 

0     Turmeric                  50  ...  50 

0     Vanilla  (Tahiti)  ...    14  ...  13 

0     Vanillon                       5  ...  0 

0     Wax  (bees')  1,051  ...  574 

0  |      Japan                    30  ...  0 


Acid,  Tartaric — Taree  kegs  of  crystals  offered  without 
reserve  brought  ll^d.  per  lb.  Market-price  for  English  is 
Is.  Id. 

ALOES. — In  fair  demand.  Of  East  Indian,  6  cases  dark 
and  very  soft  offered,  and  sold  at  52s  6d.  per  cwt  ;  for 
another  lot  of  10  boxes,  consisting  of  very  dark  and  drossy, 
a  bid  of  20s  is  t)  be  subsisted.  Twelve  kegs  of  black 
Mocha  and  strainings  sold  without  reserve  at  34s.  per  cwt. 
Gool  hard  Socotrine,  in  kegs,  was  held  for  75s.  Curacao,  in 
gourds,  was  in  large  supply,  hut  no  business  was  done, 
22s.  Qd.  baing  refused;  a  lot  of  22  boxes,  consisting  of  dark, 
glassy,  and  capey,  sold  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  subject.  Cape 
aloes  was  in  small  suoply,  and  sold  at  27s  6d.  to  28s.  for 
good  hard  bright,  and  27s.  for  drossy  and  gritty. 

Aniseed.— Rissi  an  was  the  only  kind  sold,  and  realised 
20s.  6d  to  21s  per  cwt.,  without  reserve. 

Annatto  seed. — Fair  bright  Madras  wa3  limited  at  2\d. 
per  lb. 

Asapetida.— The  bulk  of  the  large  supply  offered  to  day 
was  of  recent  import,  and  for  the  small  proportion  sold  lower 
rates  were  paid  in  comparison  with  the  prices  lately  ruling 
for  common  Bombay  sorts.  Tae  business  was  confined  to 
about  90  cases,  mostly  from  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the 
following  rates  were  bid  :— Good  almondy  pinky  block,  part 
softish,  69s.  down  to  60s.;  for  commoner,  almond?  block, 
part  grey  and  soft,  50s.  to  55s. ;  and  darker  ditto,  45s.  to  48s. 
per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— The  limit  for  fair  good  cloudy  Maran- 
haaa  was  Is.  6\d  per  lb.  A  parcel  of  good  thick  bright  from 
New  York  was  limited  at  Is.  Id. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Very  scarce.  In  auction  3  cases  only 
offered,  and  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — In  more  inquiry  publicly  at  the  following 
rates: — Sumatra:  good  seconds,  well  packed,  with  medium 
to  bold  almonds,  11.  to  11.  15s.  per  cwt  ;  fair  seconds,  partly 
false  packed,  61.  to  61.  17s.  6d  ;  and  common  seconds,  badly 
packed,  51  to  51.  5s.  Palembang  gum  sold  at  dearer  rates, 
62  tins  of  ordinary  barky  realising  52s.  6d.  to  55s.,  and  ditto 
brown  block  55s.  A  parcel  of  31  cases  was  not  ready  in 
time.  Five  cases  of  Siam  offered  without  reserve,  and  sold 
at  121.  per  cwt.  for  small  to  medium  palish,  mostly  free 
almonds.  Another  lot  of  28  cases  partly  sold  ar,  101.  10s.  for 
blocky  pea  and  bean  size  ;  61.  for  blocky  grain  sif tings,  down 
to  90s  for  block;  dull  hard  block,  67s  6d.  and  75s.  per  cwt. 

Buchu-lbaves  sold  at  about  \  i.  dearer  prices  than  those 
paid  pnvately,  Is.  to  Is.  0\d.  beiug  paid  for  4  bales  of  round 
green  leaf.  Nine  bales  of  fair  green  "long*"  sold  at  9d. 
per  lb.,  subject,  which  was  also  dearer.  Another  lot  of 
16  bales  cataloguad  was  not  rea  iy  in  tim  ;  for  the  auction. 

Calabab  Beans — This  article,  seldom  seen  in  auction, 
sold  to-day  at  2\d.  to  3d.  par  lb.  without  reserve. 

Oalumba.— ConsideriLg  the  large  quantity  offered,  it 
was  surprising  to  note  the  good  demand  at  highor  rates. 
For  good  clean  ypHow,  washed,  66*.  pjr  owt.  was  paid  • 
good  natural  sorts,  39s  ;  good  fair,  30s.  to  3 Is.  6d  ;  dark 
natural,  26<. ;  pickings,  16s.  6d. ;  and  third-class  sea- 
damaged,  10s.  per  cwt. 


Cannabis  Indica. — In  auction  good  green  tops  were 
limited,  at  3d.  per  l>o  Privately,  the  market  has  been 
almost  cleared,  soon  203.  bales  selling  bat  ween  the  auctions 
at  Hd.  per  lb.,  and  now  3d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  is  asked,  and  the 
inside  figure  has  been  pud  this  week. 

Cardamoms. — No  fine  quality  was  offered  to-day,  aad 
where  business  wa3  effected  lower  rates  were  accepted. 
Ceylon-Mysore  sold  at  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  <\d.  per  lb  for  good 
medium  pale;  medium  dull  long,  2s  9d.  to  2s  lQd. ;  small 
pale,  Is.  lOd. ;  long  brown  lean,  Is  3d,,  to  Is.  9d  ;  splits  and 
pickings,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  lid  Ceylon-Malabar,  brown  long, 
Is.  lOd. ;  Wild  Caylon,  3s  3d.  to  3s.  lOd. ;  Tellicherry  were 
held  for  2s.  2d.  par  lb.  Seeds,  2s.  Id.  to  2s  5d  ,  according  to 
quality. 

Cascaeilla  — Dearer.  For  medium  to  bold  bright  quill 
72s.  was  paid,  and  for  medium  lean  ditto  38s  to  40s.  Sifcings 
were  bought  in  at  27s.  6d. 

Civet. — One  horn  sold  at  9s.  per  oz. 

Coca-leaves — Ceylon  were  the  only  kind  offered,  and 
for  good  green  quality  Is.  5d.  was  paid. 

Colocynth  sold  at  about  Id  par  lb  lower  than  the  price 
paid  at  the  last  auctions,  Is  5^  per  lb.  being  accepted  for 
small  to  bold  fine  white  Turkey  apole,  mostly  whole  ;  dis- 
coloured and  broken  pulp  b-ought  9d  per  lb.  Another  lot 
of  6  cases  was  bought  in  at  nominal  rates. 

Trieste  advices,  dated  November  15,  report  that  only  very 
small  trial-shipments  of  new  crop  have  arrived,  mostly  second 
quality  whole- apples. 

Cboton-seed. — The  limits  wanted  were  above  buyers' 
ideas,  good  bright  Ceylon  being  held  for  60s.  per  cwt. 

Cuttlbpish-bone. — For  fair  white  whole  bone  Hd.  per 
lb.  was  paid  ;  anosher  lot  of  5  cases  was  held  for  3d. 

Dill  seed. — Of  a  parcel  of  47  bags  East  Indian  14  sold 
at  8s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Dbagon's-blood. — Fine  quality  was  the  only  kind  sold  to- 
day, and  for  this  14/.  5s.  was  paid,  marking  a  slight  decline. 
Tha  quality  was  good  picked  lump  of  bright  colour. 

Begot  of  Rye. — Quiet  in  auction,  the  nearest  approach 
to  business  being  a  bid  of  2s  3d.  for  good  bold  Spanish  ;  the 
limit  was  2s.  4<2.    Russian  was  bought  in  at  2s.  3d.  par  lb. 

Gamboge. — About  steady.  Good  broken  pipe  of  orange 
fra3ture  (Pile  I  )  selling  at  31.  2s.  6d.,  and  seconds  ditto,  11.  • 
pickings  brought  61.  5s.  to  61.  Is.  6d.  Two  othar  lots,  of  i 
cases  each,  were  bought  in. 

Guinea- gbains. — Very  scarce  and  dear,  92s.  6d.  par  cwt. 
being  wanted  to  day  for  2  bags. 

Gum  Ammoniacum.— Fine  pale  almondy  tear,  partly 
blocky  aad  free  from  seed,  sold  at  44s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Aeabic. — For  fair  yellowish  Turkey  sorts  80s.  per 
cwt.  was  paid  in  auction.  Privately,  so-called  Persian  in- 
soluble sorts  have  changed  at  18s.  6d.  par  cwt.  for  unworked. 

Gum  Guaiacum  — In  good  demand,  good  glassy  green 
reein  selling  at  Is  2d  to  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.  subject.  Another  lot 
of  2  barrels  offered  "  without  reserve,"  and  sold  at  Is.  l^d. 
Ordinary  dark  and  drossy  block  brought  from  2d.  up  to  5f<Z. 
per  lb.  A  case  of  '  re  boiled  resin  "  sold  at  the  high  figure 
of  lOd.  per  lb.,  subject. 

Gum  Kino. — Privately  small  sales  of  Cochin  blocky  grain 
have  lately  baen  made  at  Is  3d  per  lb.,  and  in  soma  cases 
Is.  9d.  has  been  paid,  but  no  business  was  done  publicly. 
The  market  still  remains  depressed. 

Gum  Myebh. — Slow  of  sale  in  auction,  pickings,  which 
brought  14s.  per  cwt..  baing  the  only  kind  sold;  for  good 
pale  Aden  sorts  62s.  6d  per  cwt.  was  refused. 

Honey. — Jamaica  sold  well  to-day  at  unchanged  rates  ; 
fine  white  set  brought  27s.,  brownish  part  set  26s.,  and  fair 
pale  to  dark  amber  liquid  23s.  6d.  to  25s.  Italian  was  held 
for  34s.,  and  for  Australian  bids  of  22s.  and  22s.  6d.  were 
refused,  although  the  latter  figure  is  to  be  submitted. 

Ipecacuanha  In  auction  Rio  root  suffered  a  decline  of 

quite  Is  6d  per  lb.,  and  Cartagena  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  Tht  follow- 
icg  prices  were  paid : — Cartagena,  first  and  second  class 
damaged,  9s  per  lb.  (4  bales),  9s,  9d.  for  good  stout  first- 
class  damaged  (1  bale),  and  8s.  9d.  for  3  bales  second-class. 
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For  Rio  12s.  Id.  to  13s.  was  paid,  according  to  quality,  the 
latter  figure  beirjg  for  sound.  Seventy-two  bales  of  Rio  are 
about  landing. 

Jalap. — A  bid  of  6^.  was  refused  for  small  Vera  Cruz 
tuber. 

Kamala. — Has  been  in  better  demand  lately,  business 
including  15  cases  of  good  bright  at  6d.  per  lb.  In  auction 
to-day  no  business  was  done. 

Kola-nuts. — In  large  supply ;  good  clean  washed  West 
Indian  sold  at  Qd  to  <\\d.,  and  for  dark  African  nuts  H^d. 
was  wanted.  At  the  spice  auctions  10  packages  of  West 
Indian  offered  and  sold  at  2\d.  to  8\d.  per  lb. 

Liquoeice-eoot. — For  decorticated  a  bid  of  26s.  was 
refused,  the  limit  being  30s. 

Mandrake- boot  has  been  advanced  to  22s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 
for  autumn-dug.  A  psrcel  of  summer-dug  root,  offered 
without  reserve,  brought  18s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Menthol. — In  auction  tbe  3  parcels  offered  were  taken  out 
at  current  rates.  The  market  has  been  excited  this  week,  and  a 
fair  spot  business  has  been  done  at  from  8s  6d  to  8s  9^ 
per  lb.,  but  9s.  is  now  wanted.  The  importer's  quotation  is 
9s.  H\d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  In  Hamburg  the  equivalent  of  10s.  to 
lis.  is  wanted. 

Oil,  Cinnamon.— Leaf  oil  was  limited  at  \\d.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — In  auction  a  bid  of  68s.  per  barrel  was 
refused  for  1899  oil  R  M.C  brand,  the  limit  being  75s. 
Jervell's  brand  was  held  for  80s.  Quotations  still  tend  up- 
wards privately,  ranging  from  78s.  to  85s.  per  cwt.,  according 
to  brand  and  bolder. 

Bebgen,  November  18. — The  position  of  Lofoten  non-con- 
gealing cod-liver  oil  is  quite  unchanged.  Stocks  are  exceptionally 
low,  and  68s.  per  barrel  f.o.b.  has  been  paid  during  the  last  week. 
The  exports  to  date  are  12,835  barrels,  against  7,306  barrels  at  the 
same  time  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Eucalsptus. — For  Globulus  oil  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  was 
wanted. 

Oil,  Lime. — The  limit  generally  for  West  Indian  distilled 
oil  was  3s.,  although  in  one  instance  6s.  Id.  per  lb.  was  paid 
for  superior. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — A  case  of  Japanese  oil  containing 
9  bottles  sold  at  20s.  "  all  at." 

Oil,  Rose — For  settlings  Id.  per  oz.  was  paid. 

East  Indian  (Palmarosa)  geranium  oil  has  advanced  consider- 
ably of  late,  and  a  current  quotation  is  19m.  to  20m.  per  kilo., 
f.o.b.  Hamburg  for  large  quantities.  The  crop  is  estimated  at 
about  one-third  of  an  average,  and  a  considerable  quantity  is 
expected  to  be  consumed  in  the  East. 

Orange-peel. — Fresh  English-cut  peel  is  steady,  at 
from  9d.  to  lid.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Orris-root. — Nine  packages  of  brown  Mogador  just 
landed  sold  at  22s.  to  23s.  per  cwt.  Good  white  Florentine 
was  bought  in  at  60s.  to  70s  One  cask  of  small  white  pieces 
realised  29s.  6d.  per  cwt.  without  reserve. 

Quince-seed. — For  fair  Cape  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  was  wanted. 

Rhubabb. — The  sales  to-day  consisted  mostly  of  poor 
and  wormy  quality,  which  sold  at  lower  rates  generally. 
Canton  pickings  :  round,  l\d. ;  flat,  l\d.,  subject ;  round 
and  flat  ditto,  6\d.,  subject;  trimming- root,  lOd.  High- 
dried  :  good  medium  flat,  9d.  Shensi :  common  bold  round, 
8d.  to  8^d. ;  ditto  small,  spongy  and  loose,  three-quarter 
pinky,  one- quarter  dark  fracture,  8^d.  to  8%d. ;  fair  small 
round,  Is.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla.—  Lima- Jamaica  was  in  fair  demand  at 
lower  prices,  first  hand  second- class  damages  selliDg  at  9d. 
to  lOd  per  lb ,  the  bulk  at  the  lower  figure.  For  genuine 
grey  Jamaica  root  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  8d.  was  paid  for  sound,  and 
Is.  <\d  to  Is.  Bd.  for  sea-damaged  ;  Native  red  root  brought 
Is.  2d.,  and  mixed  red  and  yellow  (1  CCD.)  brought  9d. 
per  lb. 

Senna. — For  the  57  bales  of  Tinnevelly  leaf  offered  by  the 
first  broker  full  to  \d.  per  lb.  dearer  rates  were  paid,  but  for 
the  286  bales  offered  prices  were  about  "  full  up."  The 
competition  was  keen  as  usual,  the  bulk  of  the  business  being 
for  export,  at  tbe  following  rates  : — Good  to  bold  green  Tinne- 
velly, 5\d.  to  6d.  per  lb. ;  medium  to  fair  green,  Hd.  to  bd. ; 
and  small  to  medium  specky  and  brown,  3d.  to  3f  d.  per  lb.  | 


"Alexandrian"  leaves  (Cassia  obovatd)  were  offered,  but  not 
wanted.  The  ss.  Clan  Alacnab  has  arrived  wiih  126  bales  of 
Tinnevelly,  and  50  bales  of  Alexandrian  have  also  arrived  by 
the  ss.  Anatolia  to  Liverpool.  By  the  ss.  Egypt,  due  shortly, 
519  bales  of  Tinnevelly  are  expected,  so  that  the  next  auction 
looks  likely  to  be  a  "  bumper." 

Squills. — Offered  without  reserve,  and  sold  at  2\d.  to 
2\d.  for  fair  dry  white. 

Tamarinds. — A  parcel  of  fair  Barbados  realised  12s. 
per  cwt. 

Tonka-beans. — Foxy  Para,  the  only  kind  sold,  realised 
Bd.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees'). — 4.11  kinds  were  represented  to-day,  and 
there  was  a  good  demand  generally.  The  sales  were  as 
follows  : — Jamaica  good  hard  red  and  yellow,  Bl.  15s  to  11. ; 
dark  ditto,  61  5s  ;  Zanzibar,  dark  brown,  61.  10s.  to 
61.  12s.  6d. ;  good  ditto,  61.  17s.  6d.  to  11.  ;  in  pipes, 
61.  lis.  6d  ;  Australian,  pale  brown,  61.  15s. ;  Madagascar, 
61.  to  61.  Is  6d.  for  fair  brown;  Calcutta,  brown,  85s., j  and 
dark,  77s.  6d.  ;  Bombay,  51  12s.  6d. 

Wax,  Japanese.— -For  yellowish  squares  31s.  Bd.}  was 
refused ;  another  6d.  would  have  bought.  The  market 
privately  is  reported  firmer,  with  business  in^good  pale 
squares  at  32s.  per  cwt.  spot 


Organic  Chemistry.  By  W.  H.  Pebkin,  Jun.,  Ph.D  ,  F.R.S. 
and  F.  Stanley  Kipping,  Ph.D ,  D.Sc,  F.RS.  (An 
Appendix).  London  and  Edinburgh  :  W.  &  R.  Chambers 
(Limited).  Is. 

This  is  an  appendix  to  the  authors'  Manual  of  organic 
chemistry  which  has  become  so  popular  with  pharma- 
ceutical students.  Apparently  it  is  to  be  incorporated 
with  a  new  edition  of  the  Manual,  but  is  published 
in  this  separate  form  so  that  those  who  have  the 
large  book  may  complete  it  with  the  Appendix,  lit 
is  devoted  to  "the  constituents  of  plants  and  animals  " — 
the  old  "organic  chemistry,"  in  short— and  gives  in- 
formation regarding  the  carbohydrates,  glucosides,  essent'al 
oils,  terpenes,  ptomaines,  amido-acids  and  their  derivatives, 
certain  bile-constituents,  haemoglobins,  and  proteids.  The 
Appendix  has  been  written  for  medical  students.  It  would 
have  been  an  advantage  if  the  authors  had  made  it  suitable 
for  students  of  pharmacy  as  well,  which  it  is  not  exactly. 
The  page  about  glucosides  is  somewhat  inadequate, 
especially  in  regard  to  digit alin.  The  essential-oils  chapter 
would  be  much  better  if  the  oils  were  treated  in  typical 
groups  according  to  their  chief  constituents,  instead  of 
treating  some  of  the  constituents.  Eight  pages  are  devoted 
to  the  constitution  of  terpenes  and  camphor,  but  only  one 
is  given  to  essential  oils,  and  the  information  is  of  very 
general  character — in  fact,  it  contains  but  little  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  which  is  educationally  useful.  The 
pages  dealing  with  animal  products  are  somewhat  more 
interesting,  and  this  constitutes  the  part  which  medical 
students  doubtless  require. 


Coming  lEvente. 

Tuesday,  November  28. 

North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association.  Address  by  Mr, 
Riley  Cunliffe  on  "  Druggists  and  Drug  Distribution." 

"Wednesday,  November  29. 

Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association,  at  the  Albert  Hotel, 
Derby  Road,  Nottingham,  at  8.30  P.M.  Smoking-concert. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Evening 
meeting.    Mr.  Peter  Boa  will  deliver  an  inaugural  address. 

  Thursday  ."November^SO. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  P.M.    Paper  by  Mr.  H.  Hyams. 

Friday,  December  1. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  Bull  Hotel,  Cam- 
bridge. Discussion  on  the  Companies  Bill  in  relation  to 
chemists,  opened  by  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P. 


